
who grades regents exams
who grades regents exams is a common question among students, educators, and parents
involved in the New York State education system. Regents exams are standardized tests administered
to high school students in New York State to assess their knowledge and skills in various subjects.
Understanding who grades Regents exams is essential to grasp the integrity, fairness, and accuracy
of this evaluation process. This article explores the entities responsible for grading, the procedures
involved, and the measures taken to ensure consistent and unbiased scoring. Additionally, it covers
the role of educators, state officials, and technology in the grading process. By the end, readers will
have a comprehensive understanding of how Regents exams are evaluated and what standards are
maintained throughout.
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The New York State Education Department’s Role
The New York State Education Department (NYSED) plays a central role in the administration and
grading of Regents exams. As the governing body responsible for public education standards in New
York, NYSED oversees the development, distribution, and evaluation of these standardized tests. The
department establishes clear guidelines and criteria to ensure that grading is consistent across
various subjects and schools statewide. It also coordinates the training and certification of individuals
who participate in the grading process, ensuring they are qualified and adhere to standardized
scoring procedures.

Development of Scoring Guidelines
NYSED develops detailed scoring rubrics and guidelines for each Regents exam. These scoring guides
define how points are allocated for each question, including multiple-choice, short answer, and essay
components. The rubrics are designed to minimize subjectivity and provide a transparent framework
for evaluators. This ensures that regardless of who grades the exams, the scoring remains uniform
and fair.



Oversight and Administration
In addition to creating the exams and scoring materials, NYSED manages the logistics of grading. This
includes organizing centralized grading sessions and handling the collection and processing of exam
materials. The department also monitors grading timelines to ensure students receive timely results.

Scoring Process for Regents Exams
The scoring process for Regents exams involves multiple steps designed to maintain accuracy and
fairness. Once exams are administered, completed test booklets are collected and sent to designated
grading centers. The process differs slightly depending on the type of exam and the nature of the
questions.

Multiple-Choice Sections
Multiple-choice portions of Regents exams are typically scored using automated scanning machines.
These machines read answer sheets and instantly record scores based on correct responses. The use
of optical mark recognition technology allows for rapid and error-free scoring of these sections,
freeing human graders to focus on more subjective parts of the exams.

Constructed-Response and Essay Sections
Open-ended questions, essays, and other constructed-response items require human evaluation.
Trained graders assess these responses according to the scoring rubrics provided by NYSED. This
manual grading process is critical for measuring higher-order thinking, writing skills, and problem-
solving abilities.

Who Are the Graders?
The graders for Regents exams are typically qualified individuals selected through a rigorous
recruitment and training process. They include experienced educators, retired teachers, and subject
matter experts who possess the knowledge necessary to evaluate student responses accurately.

Teacher Graders
Most graders are certified teachers from New York State schools. These educators are familiar with
the curriculum and understand the expectations for student performance. Before grading begins, they
undergo specific training sessions to calibrate their scoring with state standards and to ensure
uniformity.



Professional Scoring Staff
In some cases, NYSED employs professional scoring staff who specialize in assessment grading. These
individuals may have backgrounds in education, psychology, or testing services. Their expertise helps
maintain objectivity and high standards throughout the grading process.

Training and Certification
All graders must complete training that includes review of scoring rubrics, practice grading sessions,
and calibration exercises. This training helps eliminate bias and ensures that graders apply the
scoring criteria consistently.

Quality Control and Accuracy in Grading
To uphold the integrity of Regents exam scores, NYSED implements several quality control measures
throughout the grading process. These measures are designed to detect and correct errors, maintain
scoring consistency, and verify the accuracy of results.

Double Scoring and Verification
Many constructed-response and essay answers are graded by two independent graders. If there is a
significant discrepancy between their scores, a third grader or a grading supervisor reviews the
response to determine the final score. This double scoring practice helps reduce errors and
subjectivity.

Statistical Analysis
After grading, NYSED performs statistical analyses to identify anomalies or irregularities in scoring
patterns. These analyses can detect graders whose scores deviate significantly from the norm,
prompting further review or retraining if necessary.

Grader Monitoring and Feedback
Grading supervisors continuously monitor graders’ work and provide feedback to maintain high
standards. This oversight ensures that graders remain consistent and adhere strictly to the
established rubrics throughout the grading period.

Use of Technology in Grading
Technology plays a vital role in the grading of Regents exams, complementing human evaluation and
enhancing efficiency. Automated scoring systems handle objective sections, while digital tools assist
in managing and reviewing subjective responses.



Automated Scoring Systems
Optical mark recognition (OMR) machines scan and score multiple-choice answer sheets. This
technology significantly reduces human error and accelerates the scoring process for these test
items.

Digital Grading Platforms
For constructed-response items, graders often use secure digital platforms to view and score student
responses. These platforms facilitate real-time quality control, data collection, and statistical analysis,
streamlining the entire grading workflow.

Security Measures
To protect the integrity of exam materials and grading data, NYSED employs robust security
protocols. These include encrypted data transmission, secure login credentials for graders, and strict
access controls to prevent unauthorized tampering.

Impact of Grading on Students and Schools
The grading of Regents exams has significant implications for students, educators, and schools.
Accurate and fair grading ensures that student achievements are properly recognized and that
academic standards are upheld statewide.

Student Graduation Requirements
Many students must pass specific Regents exams to fulfill New York State graduation requirements.
The grading process directly affects whether students meet these benchmarks and can receive
diplomas or special endorsements.

School Accountability and Improvement
Regents exam results contribute to school performance evaluations and accountability measures.
Schools use this data to identify areas for improvement, guide curriculum development, and allocate
resources effectively.

Educational Equity
Maintaining fairness and consistency in grading helps promote educational equity across diverse
student populations. By ensuring that all exams are scored according to uniform standards, NYSED
supports equal opportunity for academic achievement.



Key Benefits of Accurate Regents Exam Grading

Reliable assessment of student knowledge and skills

Consistent statewide academic standards

Informed decisions for student placement and advancement

Support for policy development and educational reforms

Enhanced trust in the public education system

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is responsible for grading Regents exams?
Regents exams are graded by trained educators and certified graders who are hired and supervised
by the New York State Education Department (NYSED).

Are Regents exams graded by computer or by humans?
Most Regents exams are graded by human scorers to ensure accuracy, although some multiple-
choice sections may be scored electronically.

How does the New York State Education Department ensure
fairness in grading Regents exams?
NYSED employs standardized grading rubrics, trains all graders thoroughly, and conducts multiple
rounds of quality control to maintain fairness and consistency.

Can teachers grade their own students' Regents exams?
No, teachers do not grade their own students' Regents exams to avoid any conflict of interest; grading
is done by independent, trained scorers.

Where are Regents exam papers graded?
Regents exam papers are graded at designated scoring sites organized by the New York State
Education Department, often at schools or other educational facilities.

How long does it take for Regents exams to be graded?
Grading typically takes several weeks after the exam date, as all answer sheets go through multiple
quality checks before scores are released.



Can students appeal their Regents exam grades?
Students cannot appeal individual Regents exam grades, but if there is a suspected scoring error,
schools can request a review from NYSED.

Who trains the graders for Regents exams?
The New York State Education Department provides training and materials to graders to ensure they
understand the scoring criteria and maintain consistency.

Additional Resources
1. Behind the Scenes: Who Grades Regents Exams and How?
This book offers an in-depth look into the grading process of Regents Exams, revealing the people and
systems behind the scores. It explores the roles of educators, regional offices, and state departments
in ensuring fair and consistent grading. Readers gain insight into training procedures, quality control
measures, and the challenges graders face. Ideal for those interested in educational assessment and
policy.

2. The Educators’ Role: Understanding Regents Exam Scoring
Focusing on the educators who grade Regents Exams, this volume discusses the qualifications,
training, and responsibilities of exam scorers. The book highlights the collaboration between teachers
and examiners to maintain grading accuracy and reliability. It also addresses the impact of grading on
student outcomes and educational standards.

3. Regents Exam Grading: Policies, Procedures, and People
This comprehensive guide covers the official policies and procedures governing Regents Exam
grading. It details the step-by-step process from exam administration to final score determination,
emphasizing the human element involved. The book includes interviews with graders and
policymakers, offering multiple perspectives on the grading system.

4. Inside the Grading Room: A Day with Regents Exam Scorers
Through a narrative approach, this book takes readers inside the grading rooms where Regents
Exams are scored. It portrays the day-to-day experiences of educators tasked with grading large
volumes of exams under tight deadlines. The book sheds light on the emotional and intellectual
efforts required to maintain fairness and accuracy.

5. Ensuring Fairness: The Ethics of Regents Exam Grading
Exploring the ethical considerations in grading Regents Exams, this book discusses the standards
graders must uphold. It examines issues such as bias, consistency, and accountability in the scoring
process. The author also provides recommendations to improve transparency and trust in exam
grading.

6. The History and Evolution of Regents Exam Grading
This historical overview traces the development of Regents Exam grading from its inception to the
present day. The book describes changes in grading methods, technology integration, and policies
affecting who grades the exams. It contextualizes current practices within a broader educational
framework.



7. Training the Graders: Preparing Educators for Regents Exam Scoring
Focusing on the preparation and professional development of Regents Exam graders, this book
highlights training programs and workshops. It discusses how graders are calibrated to ensure scoring
consistency and reliability. The book also explores challenges in maintaining grader quality over time.

8. Technology and Regents Exam Grading: A New Era
Examining the role of technology in grading Regents Exams, this book looks at automated scoring
systems and digital tools used alongside human graders. It analyzes how technology is changing the
grading landscape and the implications for accuracy and efficiency. The author debates the balance
between human judgment and machine assistance.

9. The Impact of Grading Practices on Regents Exam Outcomes
This book investigates how grading practices influence student performance and educational equity
on Regents Exams. It reviews research on grading reliability, inter-rater agreement, and score
validity. The author offers insights into how the grading process affects curriculum and instruction
decisions in New York State schools.
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