
who is this man called jesus

who is this man called jesus is a question that has intrigued humanity for centuries, inspiring countless
discussions, debates, and studies. Jesus of Nazareth is one of the most influential figures in history, revered by
billions around the world and central to Christianity. This article explores who Jesus was, examining his
historical background, religious significance, teachings, and cultural impact. Understanding who this man
called Jesus is requires a look at the historical evidence, theological interpretations, and his lasting legacy.
By analyzing various perspectives, this exploration aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Jesus'
identity and importance. From his birth and life to his death and resurrection, this article covers key aspects
that define Jesus’ role in history and faith. The following sections break down these elements in detail, offering
insight into the man who continues to shape moral, spiritual, and cultural frameworks worldwide.

The Historical Jesus

Jesus in Religious Context

The Teachings of Jesus

Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

The Legacy and Impact of Jesus

The Historical Jesus

The historical Jesus refers to the figure of Jesus of Nazareth as he can be understood through historical
methods, outside of purely theological frameworks. Scholars examine ancient texts, archaeological findings,
and contemporary accounts to reconstruct who Jesus was as a man living in the 1st century CE. This
approach distinguishes the historical facts from religious beliefs and traditions.

Background and Early Life

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a town in Judea, around 4 to 6 BCE. He grew up in Nazareth, a small village in
Galilee. Historical accounts suggest he was born into a Jewish family and lived under Roman occupation. His
upbringing in a devout Jewish environment influenced his later teachings and ministry.

Historical Evidence and Sources

Primary sources about Jesus include the canonical gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—written decades
after his death. Other historical references come from Jewish historian Flavius Josephus and Roman historian
Tacitus. These sources provide external confirmation of Jesus’ existence and some aspects of his life.

Key Events in His Life

Significant events of Jesus’ life include his baptism by John the Baptist, his public ministry, the gathering of
disciples, and his teaching in parables. These events are central to understanding the historical Jesus’ role as a
preacher and reformer.



Jesus in Religious Context

Jesus holds a central role in various religious traditions, most notably Christianity. His identity and mission
are interpreted differently across religions, yet all recognize his profound spiritual significance.

Jesus in Christianity

In Christian belief, Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. Christians hold that
Jesus is both fully divine and fully human, sent to save humanity from sin through his life, death, and
resurrection. This theological understanding forms the foundation of Christian doctrine.

Jesus in Judaism

Judaism regards Jesus as a historical Jewish teacher but does not accept him as the Messiah or divine. Jewish
perspectives emphasize the awaited Messiah's future arrival and critique Christian claims about Jesus’ nature.

Jesus in Islam

Islam honors Jesus (known as Isa) as one of the great prophets, born of the Virgin Mary but not divine. Muslims
respect Jesus’ teachings and miracles but reject the crucifixion and resurrection narratives, emphasizing his role
as a messenger of God rather than the Son of God.

The Teachings of Jesus

Jesus’ teachings form the core of his impact and are recorded mainly in the New Testament gospels. His messages
emphasize love, forgiveness, and the Kingdom of God, influencing moral and ethical thought for centuries.

The Kingdom of God

One of Jesus’ central themes was the Kingdom of God, described as both a present spiritual reality and a future
hope. He taught that the Kingdom is accessible through repentance, faith, and righteous living.

Parables and Moral Lessons

Jesus frequently used parables—simple, vivid stories—to convey complex spiritual truths. Famous parables
include the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, and the Sower. These stories highlight values such as
compassion, mercy, and redemption.

Ethical Teachings

Jesus emphasized love for God and neighbor as the greatest commandments. He taught forgiveness, humility, and
charity, challenging social norms and advocating for the marginalized and oppressed.

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.



Forgive others to be forgiven.

Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.

Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

The death and resurrection of Jesus are pivotal events in Christian theology and have deep historical and
spiritual significance.

Crucifixion

Jesus was crucified under the Roman governor Pontius Pilate around 30-33 CE. This method of execution was
reserved for criminals and rebels. The crucifixion is viewed by Christians as a sacrificial act for humanity’s sins.

Resurrection

Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead three days after his crucifixion, an event celebrated as Easter.
The resurrection is seen as proof of his divine nature and the promise of eternal life for believers.

Significance in Christian Faith

The death and resurrection form the foundation of Christian hope and salvation. They symbolize victory over
sin and death, offering redemption and reconciliation with God.

The Legacy and Impact of Jesus

The influence of Jesus extends beyond religion into culture, ethics, art, and history, shaping civilizations and
societies worldwide.

Religious Influence

Christianity, based on Jesus’ life and teachings, is one of the world’s largest religions. It has inspired the
development of churches, theological thought, and spiritual practices globally.

Cultural and Ethical Impact

Jesus’ message of love and compassion has influenced Western moral philosophy, human rights, and social
justice movements. His teachings continue to inspire charitable work and humanitarian efforts.

Art, Literature, and Music

The figure of Jesus has been a profound subject in art, literature, and music over two millennia. From
Renaissance paintings to modern films, Jesus’ life and message have been depicted and interpreted in countless
creative forms.



Birth and early life in historical context.1.

Religious interpretations across faiths.2.

Core teachings and ethical principles.3.

Death, resurrection, and theological significance.4.

Enduring legacy in culture and society.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the man called Jesus in historical context?

Jesus of Nazareth was a Jewish preacher and religious leader who lived in the 1st century CE. He is widely
regarded as the central figure of Christianity.

Why is Jesus called the Son of God?

In Christian belief, Jesus is called the Son of God because he is considered the divine incarnation of God, sent to
Earth to save humanity from sin.

What are the main sources of information about Jesus?

The main sources about Jesus's life and teachings are the New Testament Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John—as well as some historical references from Roman and Jewish historians.

What teachings is Jesus known for?

Jesus is known for teachings about love, forgiveness, compassion, humility, and the Kingdom of God. He
emphasized loving God and loving one’s neighbor.

How do different religions view Jesus?

Christianity views Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God. Islam regards him as a prophet and messenger. Judaism
generally sees him as a historical figure but not a prophet or divine.

What miracles are attributed to Jesus?

The Gospels attribute various miracles to Jesus, including healing the sick, raising the dead, turning water into
wine, feeding thousands with few loaves and fishes, and walking on water.

Why is Jesus important in Christianity?

Jesus is important in Christianity because his life, death, and resurrection are believed to provide salvation and
eternal life to believers.

When and where was Jesus born?

Jesus is believed to have been born around 4 to 6 BCE in Bethlehem, a town in ancient Judea, based on biblical



accounts.

Additional Resources
1. Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography
This book by John Dominic Crossan explores the historical context of Jesus' life, presenting him as a radical
social reformer. It delves into the political and cultural environment of first-century Palestine, offering a
fresh perspective on who Jesus was beyond religious texts. Crossan combines historical research with
theological insight to challenge traditional views.

2. The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant
John Dominic Crossan provides a scholarly yet accessible account of Jesus as a historical figure. The book
emphasizes Jesus' role within the socio-political landscape of his time and portrays him as a charismatic teacher
and healer. It aims to strip away myth and legend to reveal the man behind the gospel stories.

3. Jesus: Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millennium
Bart D. Ehrman examines Jesus through the lens of apocalyptic literature, arguing that Jesus saw himself as a
herald of an imminent divine intervention. The book explores the eschatological themes in Jesus' teachings and
how they influenced early Christianity. Ehrman provides critical analysis grounded in historical research.

4. Who Was Jesus? Fingerprints of the Christ
This book by Mark R. Fairchild investigates the identity of Jesus through historical, archaeological, and
biblical evidence. Fairchild discusses Jesus' teachings, miracles, and the impact he had on his followers. The
narrative aims to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of Jesus as both a man and a spiritual
figure.

5. The Jesus I Never Knew
Philip Yancey offers a fresh and personal look at Jesus, challenging common stereotypes and misconceptions.
Drawing from the Gospels, Yancey explores the complexities of Jesus’ character and mission. The book invites
readers to reconsider their understanding of Jesus in a modern context.

6. Jesus of Nazareth: An Independent Historian’s Account of His Life and Teaching
Michael Grant presents a rigorous historical biography of Jesus, using non-Christian sources alongside the
Gospels. Grant approaches Jesus as a man of history, focusing on factual evidence and minimizing theological
interpretation. The book is valuable for readers seeking a critical and objective perspective.

7. Simply Jesus: A New Vision of Who He Was, What He Did, and Why He Matters
N.T. Wright reexamines the life and mission of Jesus, emphasizing his role in God's plan for humanity. Wright
blends historical scholarship with theological reflection to portray Jesus as both the Messiah and a
transformative figure. The book is accessible and thought-provoking for both believers and skeptics.

8. Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony
Richard Bauckham argues that the Gospels are based on the testimony of eyewitnesses who personally knew
Jesus. This book challenges the notion that the Gospels are anonymous or purely theological texts. Bauckham
provides evidence supporting the reliability of the Gospel accounts regarding Jesus’ life.

9. The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions
This book features a dialogue between theologian Marcus J. Borg and conservative scholar N.T. Wright,
presenting contrasting views of Jesus. Borg interprets Jesus primarily as a social prophet, while Wright
emphasizes his divine identity and resurrection. The conversation offers readers a nuanced understanding of the
diverse perspectives on who Jesus was.
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