
who started the american cancer society
who started the american cancer society is a question that delves into the origins of one of the
most prominent health organizations in the United States dedicated to fighting cancer. Established
in the early 20th century, the American Cancer Society (ACS) has played a pivotal role in cancer
research, education, advocacy, and patient support. Understanding who founded the ACS provides
insight into the vision and commitment that fueled its mission to eliminate cancer as a major health
threat. This article explores the key individuals and circumstances behind the formation of the
American Cancer Society, its historical context, and its evolution over the decades. Additionally, the
article covers the founders’ motivations, the initial structure of the organization, and the significant
milestones that have shaped the ACS into the influential institution it is today. The following sections
will provide a detailed overview, beginning with the origins of the society, followed by profiles of its
founders, and concluding with its early accomplishments.
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Origins of the American Cancer Society
The American Cancer Society was established during a period when cancer was emerging as a
significant public health concern in the United States. At the turn of the 20th century, medical
knowledge about cancer was limited, and public awareness was minimal. The need for organized
efforts to combat cancer through research, education, and support was increasingly recognized by
medical professionals and advocates. The ACS began as a grassroots movement with the goal of
uniting physicians, researchers, and concerned citizens to address the challenges posed by cancer.
This movement culminated in the formal founding of the society in 1913, originally named the
American Society for the Control of Cancer (ASCC).

Founders of the American Cancer Society
The founding of the American Cancer Society was driven by a group of dedicated physicians and
public health advocates who recognized the urgency of addressing cancer on a national scale. The
most notable among these founders was Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman, a prominent statistician and
researcher, who played a critical role in highlighting cancer as a growing health threat through his
epidemiological studies.



Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman
Dr. Hoffman was instrumental in establishing the American Society for the Control of Cancer in
1913. His statistical analyses provided compelling evidence of cancer’s increasing prevalence and
mortality rates in the United States. Hoffman's work underscored the need for concerted efforts to
study and combat the disease.

Other Key Founders
Alongside Dr. Hoffman, several other influential physicians and public health leaders contributed to
the formation of the society. These included Dr. James Ewing, a pathologist recognized for his
cancer research, and Dr. Luther Terry, who later became a prominent figure in public health
advocacy. This coalition of experts helped shape the early direction and priorities of the
organization.

Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman – Statistician and epidemiologist

Dr. James Ewing – Pathologist and cancer researcher

Dr. Luther Terry – Public health advocate

Other medical professionals and community leaders

Initial Mission and Goals
When the American Society for the Control of Cancer was founded, its primary mission was to
reduce the incidence and mortality of cancer through education, early detection, and research
funding. The founders emphasized the importance of public awareness campaigns to inform people
about cancer prevention and symptoms. Furthermore, they sought to unify disparate efforts across
the country to create a coordinated approach to cancer control.

Focus on Education and Awareness
The founders believed that educating the public was essential to improving cancer outcomes. Early
initiatives included distributing informational materials, organizing lectures, and collaborating with
local communities to spread knowledge about cancer risk factors and early warning signs.

Promotion of Research
Another critical goal was to promote scientific research into cancer causes and treatments. By
funding studies and encouraging collaboration among researchers, the society aimed to accelerate
the discovery of effective therapies and preventive measures.



Early Growth and Development
Following its establishment, the American Society for the Control of Cancer experienced steady
growth throughout the 1910s and 1920s. The organization expanded its membership base, increased
fundraising efforts, and broadened its scope of activities. In 1945, the society officially changed its
name to the American Cancer Society to reflect its national prominence and comprehensive mission.

Expansion of Programs
Over the years, the ACS developed various programs aimed at cancer prevention, patient support,
and advocacy. These included community outreach initiatives, support groups for patients and
families, and lobbying for cancer-related public health policies.

Fundraising and Volunteerism
Fundraising became a cornerstone of the society’s ability to finance research and programs.
Volunteer involvement grew, with local chapters forming across the United States to support the
ACS’s mission at the community level.

Legacy and Impact of the Founders
The founders of the American Cancer Society laid a strong foundation that has enabled the
organization to become a leading force in the fight against cancer. Their early vision of a unified,
multifaceted approach combining research, education, and advocacy has endured and evolved with
advances in medical science and public health.

Contributions to Cancer Control
The impact of the founders is evident in the ACS’s long-standing commitment to reducing cancer
incidence and mortality. By creating a platform for collaboration among scientists, healthcare
providers, and the public, the founders helped transform cancer from a mysterious and often fatal
disease into a manageable condition with increasing survival rates.

Continuing Influence
Today, the American Cancer Society continues to honor the legacy of its founders by supporting
cutting-edge research, promoting healthy lifestyles, and advocating for policies that improve cancer
care and prevention. Their pioneering efforts remain a testament to the power of dedicated
individuals coming together to address a critical health issue.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded the American Cancer Society?
The American Cancer Society was founded by a group of physicians and business leaders led by Dr.
Clifton Freeman and Dr. Frederick Hoffman in 1913.



When was the American Cancer Society established?
The American Cancer Society was established in 1913.

What was the original name of the American Cancer Society?
The original name of the American Cancer Society was the American Society for the Control of
Cancer.

Why was the American Cancer Society founded?
The American Cancer Society was founded to educate the public about cancer, promote research,
and provide support to cancer patients.

Who was the first president of the American Cancer Society?
Dr. Clifton Freeman served as the first president of the American Cancer Society.

How did the founders of the American Cancer Society
contribute to cancer awareness?
The founders helped raise awareness about cancer risks, prevention, and early detection through
public education campaigns and medical research support.

What role did physicians play in starting the American Cancer
Society?
Physicians like Dr. Clifton Freeman were instrumental in founding the society, providing medical
expertise and leadership to combat cancer.

Was the American Cancer Society started by a single person or
a group?
The American Cancer Society was started by a group of physicians and business leaders working
together.

How has the founding mission of the American Cancer Society
evolved over time?
While the original mission focused on education and control of cancer, it has expanded to include
funding research, advocacy, and patient support services.

Are the founders of the American Cancer Society recognized
today?
Yes, the founders are recognized for their pioneering efforts in cancer control and the establishment



of one of the leading cancer organizations in the U.S.

Additional Resources
1. The Founding Visionaries: The Origins of the American Cancer Society
This book delves into the lives and motivations of the key individuals who established the American
Cancer Society in 1913. It explores their dedication to cancer research, education, and patient
support during a time when cancer was poorly understood. The narrative highlights the
collaborative efforts that laid the foundation for one of the most influential health organizations in
the United States.

2. Pioneers Against Cancer: The Story Behind the American Cancer Society
Focusing on the early 20th century, this book chronicles the origins of the American Cancer Society
and its founding members. It provides insight into the social and medical challenges they faced and
their innovative strategies to combat cancer. Readers gain an understanding of how their vision
transformed cancer awareness and treatment nationwide.

3. Building Hope: The Birth of the American Cancer Society
This title examines the formative years of the American Cancer Society, highlighting the founders'
commitment to research and public education. The book discusses key figures such as Dr. Kerr and
others who spearheaded the movement to address cancer as a national health crisis. It portrays the
obstacles overcome to establish a lasting institution dedicated to fighting cancer.

4. Champions of Change: The Founders of the American Cancer Society
Detailing the stories of the doctors, scientists, and volunteers who started the American Cancer
Society, this work emphasizes their passion and perseverance. The book captures the early
campaigns and fundraising efforts that enabled groundbreaking cancer research. It also reflects on
how their legacy continues to influence cancer prevention and care.

5. From Awareness to Action: The Early Days of the American Cancer Society
This book provides a comprehensive overview of how the American Cancer Society was formed in
response to the growing cancer epidemic. It explores the founders' strategies for raising public
awareness and securing funding for research. The narrative also highlights the societal impact of
their pioneering initiatives.

6. The American Cancer Society: Origins and Impact
Offering a detailed historical perspective, this book traces the creation of the American Cancer
Society and its founders' goals. It discusses the scientific advancements supported by the
organization and the evolution of its mission over time. Readers learn about the foundational
principles that continue to guide the society today.

7. Visionaries in Medicine: The Founders of the American Cancer Society
This book profiles the medical professionals who recognized the need for a unified cancer-fighting
organization. It sheds light on their efforts to establish the American Cancer Society and promote
cancer research and education. The work emphasizes the importance of their vision in shaping
modern oncology.

8. Legacy of Hope: The Story of the American Cancer Society’s Founding
Focusing on the human stories behind the society’s inception, this book captures the dedication and
challenges faced by its founders. It reveals how their commitment laid the groundwork for



advancements in cancer detection and treatment. The book celebrates their enduring impact on
public health.

9. Uniting Against Cancer: The Birth and Growth of the American Cancer Society
This title explores how a group of concerned citizens and medical experts came together to create
the American Cancer Society. It details the organization's early campaigns and the founders' vision
to unify efforts against cancer. The book highlights the collaborative spirit that continues to drive
cancer research and advocacy today.
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