
who was the first female pharaoh of
egypt

who was the first female pharaoh of egypt is a question that has intrigued
historians, archaeologists, and enthusiasts of ancient history for centuries.
The identity and reign of the first female ruler in ancient Egypt represent a
significant chapter in the history of one of the world’s oldest
civilizations. Female pharaohs were rare, but their impact was profound,
challenging traditional gender roles in a male-dominated society. This
article explores the life, reign, and legacy of the first female pharaoh of
Egypt, providing a detailed account of her rise to power and her
contributions to Egyptian culture and politics. It also delves into the
historical context surrounding her rule, the challenges she faced, and how
she is remembered today. To guide this exploration, the article is organized
into main sections covering her identity, historical background, reign,
achievements, and lasting influence.
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Historical Context of Female Rulership in Ancient Egypt

The Reign of the First Female Pharaoh

Achievements and Contributions

Legacy and Historical Significance

Identity of the First Female Pharaoh
The first female pharaoh of Egypt is widely recognized as Hatshepsut, one of
the most remarkable figures in ancient Egyptian history. She ruled during the
18th Dynasty, around 1479–1458 BCE, and is considered the earliest confirmed
female ruler to adopt the full royal titulary of a pharaoh. Unlike queens or
regents who wielded power behind the scenes, Hatshepsut declared herself
pharaoh and ruled as the sovereign monarch of Egypt. Her rise to power was
unprecedented, as she broke the traditional mold of male rulership and
established herself as a legitimate and authoritative ruler.

Who Was Hatshepsut?
Hatshepsut was the daughter of Pharaoh Thutmose I and Queen Ahmose. She
initially served as queen and regent for her stepson, Thutmose III, but soon
took on the full powers of a pharaoh. Hatshepsut adopted the royal regalia,



including the false beard and male clothing, to reinforce her position as a
king rather than a queen. Her reign is noted for its stability, prosperity,
and extensive building projects. Historians rely on inscriptions, statues,
and monuments to piece together her story, as subsequent rulers attempted to
erase her legacy.

Other Female Rulers Before Hatshepsut
Though Hatshepsut is the first confirmed female pharaoh, there were other
women in ancient Egypt who held significant power. However, these women
generally did not take the title of pharaoh in their own right:

Merneith (circa 2950 BCE) – Possibly a regent or ruler during the First
Dynasty, some scholars debate whether she was a pharaoh.

Neithhotep – Another early female figure who may have served as a
regent.

Queen Tiye and Queen Ahmose-Nefertari – Influential queens who wielded
political power but did not assume pharaonic titles.

Despite these examples, Hatshepsut remains the first female to officially
rule as pharaoh, fully embracing the title and authority.

Historical Context of Female Rulership in
Ancient Egypt
Understanding the rise of the first female pharaoh requires a look at the
broader historical and cultural context of female power in ancient Egypt. The
society was predominantly patriarchal, with kingship traditionally passed
through male heirs. However, women of the royal family often held significant
influence, particularly as queens, regents, or priestesses.

Role of Women in Egyptian Society
Women in ancient Egypt enjoyed more rights and privileges than in many
contemporary societies. They could own property, initiate divorce, and manage
businesses. In the royal court, women often played key roles in religious and
political life, particularly as the “God’s Wife of Amun,” a powerful priestly
position. Despite this, the throne was rarely held by women in their own
right.



Political Circumstances Leading to Female Rule
The specific circumstances that enabled Hatshepsut’s ascent were unique.
After the death of Thutmose II, his son Thutmose III was too young to rule
alone. As his stepmother and aunt, Hatshepsut initially served as regent but
soon assumed full kingship. Her assumption of power was also legitimized
through religious and political propaganda, linking her to the god Amun and
asserting divine approval of her reign.

The Reign of the First Female Pharaoh
Hatshepsut’s reign lasted for approximately 22 years and is considered one of
the most successful periods in ancient Egyptian history. Her rule is
characterized by peace, economic prosperity, and monumental architectural
achievements.

Political and Religious Authority
Hatshepsut consolidated her authority by emphasizing her divine birth and
connection to the god Amun. She commissioned temples and statues that
depicted her in traditional male pharaonic iconography. This strategic use of
symbolism helped her gain acceptance among the powerful priesthood and the
populace. She maintained good relations with neighboring kingdoms and avoided
military conflicts, focusing on internal development.

Architectural and Cultural Achievements
One of Hatshepsut’s most enduring legacies is her extensive building program.
She commissioned the construction of magnificent temples, including her
mortuary temple at Deir el-Bahri, considered an architectural masterpiece of
ancient Egypt. Her reign also saw the restoration of trade networks, most
notably the famous expedition to the Land of Punt, which brought exotic goods
and wealth into Egypt.

Construction of the Mortuary Temple at Deir el-Bahri1.

Expedition to the Land of Punt2.

Expansion of the Temple of Karnak3.

Promotion of the arts and craftsmanship4.



Achievements and Contributions
The first female pharaoh of Egypt left a lasting impact through various
achievements that enhanced Egypt’s political stability, economy, and cultural
heritage. Her unprecedented rule paved the way for later female rulers and
challenged the prevailing gender norms of ancient Egyptian society.

Economic Prosperity and Trade
Hatshepsut’s reign was marked by flourishing trade relations, which brought
wealth and resources to Egypt. The famous expedition to Punt, a wealthy
trading partner located in the Horn of Africa or southern Arabia, yielded
valuable commodities such as gold, incense, ebony, and exotic animals. These
goods boosted Egypt’s economy and funded her extensive construction projects.

Religious Innovations
Hatshepsut used religion as a political tool to legitimize her rule. She
promoted the cult of Amun, asserting her divine right to rule as the god’s
chosen representative on earth. Her temples and monuments were designed to
honor the gods and celebrate her connection to them, reinforcing her status
as pharaoh in the eyes of her subjects.

Architectural Legacy
Her architectural contributions are among the most impressive in Egyptian
history. The mortuary temple at Deir el-Bahri is renowned for its harmonious
design and integration with the natural landscape. Many of her buildings
served both religious and political purposes, symbolizing her power and
divine favor.

Legacy and Historical Significance
The legacy of the first female pharaoh of Egypt extends beyond her lifetime.
Hatshepsut’s reign challenged traditional gender roles and demonstrated that
women could effectively rule as sovereign monarchs. Despite attempts by later
rulers to erase her from history, modern archaeology has restored her place
as a pioneering female leader.

Impact on Future Female Rulers
Hatshepsut set a precedent for future female pharaohs, such as Cleopatra VII
and Sobekneferu, who also assumed the throne in their own right. Her
successful reign showed that female leadership was possible within the



framework of Egyptian kingship.

Historical Erasure and Rediscovery
After her death, many of Hatshepsut’s images and inscriptions were defaced or
removed, possibly by Thutmose III or later rulers who sought to restore
traditional male dominance. Despite this, archaeological discoveries in the
19th and 20th centuries revealed her story, allowing historians to appreciate
her contributions fully.

Modern Recognition
Today, Hatshepsut is celebrated as a trailblazer in women’s leadership and a
symbol of female empowerment. Her reign is studied extensively in Egyptology
and serves as a testament to the complexity of gender and power in ancient
civilizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first female pharaoh of Egypt?
The first female pharaoh of Egypt was Pharaoh Sobekneferu, who ruled during
the 12th Dynasty around 1806–1802 BCE.

When did the first female pharaoh of Egypt rule?
The first female pharaoh, Sobekneferu, ruled Egypt approximately from 1806 to
1802 BCE during the Middle Kingdom period.

What dynasty did the first female pharaoh of Egypt
belong to?
Sobekneferu, the first female pharaoh of Egypt, belonged to the 12th Dynasty
of the Middle Kingdom.

How did Sobekneferu become the first female pharaoh
of Egypt?
Sobekneferu became the first female pharaoh after the death of her brother,
Amenemhat IV, as there were no male heirs to the throne.

What is the significance of Sobekneferu's reign in



Egyptian history?
Sobekneferu's reign is significant because she was the first confirmed female
ruler to assume the full powers and titles of a pharaoh, paving the way for
later female rulers like Hatshepsut.

Are there any monuments or artifacts related to the
first female pharaoh of Egypt?
Yes, several statues, reliefs, and architectural remains have been attributed
to Sobekneferu, including her pyramid at Mazghuna, although many of her
monuments were later dismantled or lost.

Additional Resources
1. Hatshepsut: Daughter of Amun
This book delves into the life and reign of Hatshepsut, the first female
pharaoh of Egypt. It explores her rise to power in a male-dominated society
and her efforts to legitimize her rule. The narrative highlights her
ambitious building projects and peaceful reign, offering insights into
ancient Egyptian culture and politics.

2. The Female Pharaoh: Hatshepsut’s Reign and Legacy
A comprehensive biography that examines Hatshepsut’s unique position as a
female ruler in ancient Egypt. The book analyzes her political strategies,
religious innovations, and the challenges she faced from traditional gender
roles. It also discusses how her legacy was preserved and sometimes erased by
successors.

3. Queens of Egypt: The Story of Hatshepsut
This work situates Hatshepsut within the broader context of Egyptian
queenship. It traces her early life, ascent to the throne, and the
architectural marvels she commissioned, including her famous mortuary temple.
The book provides a vivid portrayal of her reign and its impact on Egyptian
history.

4. Hatshepsut: The Lady Who Became King
Focusing on the narrative of transformation, this book tells the story of how
Hatshepsut defied conventions to become pharaoh. It highlights her political
acumen, religious devotion, and artistic patronage. The text includes
illustrations of her monuments and inscriptions that reflect her reign.

5. Egypt’s Forgotten Queen: Unveiling Hatshepsut
This book uncovers the life of Hatshepsut, whose reign was obscured for
centuries. It discusses the archaeological discoveries that brought her story
back to light and the significance of her rule in Egyptian history. Readers
gain an understanding of the complexities of her identity as both queen and
king.



6. Hatshepsut and the Women of Power in Ancient Egypt
Exploring the role of women in ancient Egyptian society, this book centers on
Hatshepsut’s unprecedented rise to power. It compares her reign to other
prominent female figures and examines the social and religious frameworks
that enabled her authority. The book also considers the portrayal of women in
Egyptian art and literature.

7. The Rise of Hatshepsut: Egypt’s First Female Pharaoh
This historical account focuses on the political intrigue and succession
crises that led to Hatshepsut’s coronation. It details her efforts to
establish legitimacy through divine birth narratives and monumental
architecture. The narrative also covers her co-regency with Thutmose III and
the eventual erasure of her memory.

8. Hatshepsut’s Egypt: An Archaeological Perspective
Offering an archaeological viewpoint, this book examines the physical
evidence of Hatshepsut’s reign. It discusses her temples, statues, and
inscriptions, providing insights into her strategies for maintaining power.
The book also highlights recent excavations that have reshaped understanding
of her legacy.

9. The Legacy of Hatshepsut: Power, Gender, and Memory in Ancient Egypt
This book analyzes the intersection of gender and power in Hatshepsut’s
reign, exploring how she navigated her identity as a female pharaoh. It
considers the ways in which her memory was manipulated by successors and how
modern scholarship has re-evaluated her importance. The work offers a
critical perspective on the dynamics of authority in ancient Egypt.
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