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why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key is a crucial question for understanding the
pivotal events that led to the United States’ entry into World War Il. This article provides a
comprehensive answer key for the Document-Based Question (DBQ) regarding Japan's attack on Pearl
Harbor, a historical event that reshaped global politics and military strategy. The analysis covers
Japan’s motivations, the geopolitical context of the 1930s and early 1940s, economic pressures, and
strategic calculations that influenced Japan’s decision to launch the surprise attack. By exploring
primary sources, diplomatic tensions, and military objectives, this article offers an in-depth
explanation suitable for students and educators seeking clarity on this significant moment in history.
The content also includes an organized breakdown of key factors, ensuring a well-rounded
understanding of why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. Below is a detailed table of contents guiding the
discussion.

e Historical Context Leading to the Attack

e Japan’s Economic and Political Motivations

e Military Strategy and Objectives of the Attack

¢ Diplomatic Relations Between Japan and the United States

e Consequences and Aftermath of the Attack

Historical Context Leading to the Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor did not occur in isolation but was the culmination of escalating tensions
throughout the 1930s and early 1940s. Japan, seeking to expand its empire and secure natural
resources, had already engaged in aggressive military actions in East Asia, including the invasion of
Manchuria in 1931 and the Second Sino-Japanese War beginning in 1937. These actions alarmed
Western powers, particularly the United States, which responded with economic sanctions and
embargoes. Understanding the historical context is essential to answering the question of why did
japan attack pearl harbor dbg answer key, as it illuminates the complex factors driving the conflict.

Expansionist Policies in Asia

Japan’s imperial ambitions were fueled by the need for raw materials such as oil, rubber, and iron,
which were scarce on the Japanese home islands. The establishment of a Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere aimed to create economic and political dominance in Asia. This expansion
threatened Western colonial interests and heightened international tensions.



Rising Tensions with Western Powers

Western countries, particularly the United States, Britain, and the Netherlands, imposed trade
restrictions and embargoes to curb Japan’s military aggression. These measures further isolated Japan
and limited its access to vital resources, increasing the pressure on Japanese leadership to seek
alternative solutions.

Japan’s Economic and Political Motivations

The economic sanctions imposed by the United States, including the oil embargo of 1941, were
among the most significant catalysts for the attack on Pearl Harbor. Japan relied heavily on imports
for energy and materials necessary for industrial and military expansion. Politically, Japan’s leadership
faced internal debates on how to respond to these pressures, balancing diplomatic efforts with
preparation for war.

Impact of the Oil Embargo

The U.S. embargo on oil and other critical materials threatened to cripple Japan’s military capabilities.
Without access to these resources, Japan’s ability to sustain its forces in China and expand further in
Southeast Asia was severely compromised. The embargo pushed Japan toward a decisive action to
secure resources by force.

Domestic Political Climate

Japanese military leaders gained increasing influence over the government during this period.
Nationalistic and militaristic factions advocated for aggressive expansion to ensure Japan’s survival
and dominance. This internal dynamic shaped the decision-making process leading to Pearl Harbor.

Military Strategy and Objectives of the Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a strategic military operation designed to neutralize the U.S. Pacific
Fleet and prevent American interference with Japan’s planned expansion in Southeast Asia. It was
intended as a preemptive strike to gain a strategic advantage and buy time for consolidating
territorial gains.

Surprise and Tactical Execution

The Japanese meticulously planned the surprise attack for December 7, 1941, targeting battleships,
aircraft carriers, and airfields to maximize damage. The goal was to incapacitate the U.S. naval
capacity in the Pacific, thereby delaying American military retaliation.



Long-Term Strategic Goals

Beyond the immediate military impact, Japan aimed to establish a defensive perimeter in the Pacific
to secure its newly acquired territories. By crippling the U.S. fleet, Japan hoped to negotiate from a
position of strength or deter American intervention altogether.

Diplomatic Relations Between Japan and the United
States

Prior to the attack, diplomatic negotiations between Japan and the United States were ongoing but
ultimately failed to resolve the conflicting interests. The breakdown of talks reflected deep-seated
mistrust and incompatible objectives, contributing to the inevitability of conflict.

Failed Negotiations

Throughout 1941, Japanese and American diplomats engaged in discussions to avoid war. However,
Japan’s insistence on continuing its expansion and the U.S. demand for Japanese withdrawal from
China and Indochina proved irreconcilable.

Communication and Deception

Japan maintained diplomatic appearances while preparing for the attack, misleading the U.S. about its
true intentions. This element of surprise was critical to the success of the Pearl Harbor offensive and
exemplifies the complexity of their diplomatic relations.

Consequences and Aftermath of the Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor had profound consequences, both immediate and long-term. It galvanized
American public opinion, leading to the United States’ formal entry into World War Il. The event
fundamentally altered the course of the war and global geopolitics.

U.S. Entry into World War I

The attack led President Franklin D. Roosevelt to declare December 7, 1941, "a date which will live in
infamy," and Congress swiftly declared war on Japan. This marked the beginning of full-scale
American involvement in the conflict.

Military and Political Impact

The destruction at Pearl Harbor forced the U.S. to rapidly expand and mobilize its military forces. It
also influenced strategic decisions in both the Pacific and European theaters of war, ultimately
contributing to the Allied victory.



Legacy and Historical Interpretation

The attack remains a subject of extensive study and debate, with historians examining the
multifaceted reasons behind Japan’s decision. The DBQ answer key for why did japan attack pearl
harbor provides a framework for understanding these complex motivations and their consequences.

Key Factors Explaining Why Japan Attacked Pearl
Harbor
Summarizing the comprehensive reasons behind the attack, key factors include:

e Japan’s desire for territorial expansion and resource acquisition

e Economic sanctions and embargoes imposed by the United States

e Strategic military planning aimed at crippling the U.S. Pacific Fleet

e Failed diplomatic negotiations and mutual distrust

e Internal political pressures favoring militaristic and expansionist policies

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did Japan decide to attack Pearl Harbor in 1941?

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor to neutralize the United States Pacific Fleet, aiming to prevent
interference with its plans to expand its empire in Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

What economic factors contributed to Japan’s decision to
attack Pearl Harbor?

Economic embargoes and sanctions by the United States, especially the oil embargo, threatened
Japan’s resources and industrial capabilities, prompting Japan to take military action to secure
resource-rich territories.

How did Japan view the United States' presence in the Pacific
prior to the attack?

Japan saw the United States as a major obstacle to its imperial ambitions in Asia and the Pacific,
viewing the U.S. military presence as a direct threat to its expansion plans.



What role did Japanese militarism and nationalism play in the
attack on Pearl Harbor?

Japanese militarism and nationalism fueled aggressive expansionist policies, with military leaders
advocating for a preemptive strike to demonstrate Japan’s strength and secure its dominance in the
region.

How did Japan justify the attack on Pearl Harbor
diplomatically?

Japan justified the attack by claiming it was a defensive action to protect its national interests and
counteract Western interference, although the attack was a surprise and not preceded by a formal
declaration of war.

What was the immediate impact of the attack on Pearl Harbor
for the United States?

The attack caused significant damage to the U.S. Pacific Fleet, led to the United States’ entry into
World War Il, and unified American public opinion in support of the war effort against Japan and the
Axis powers.

Additional Resources

1. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History

This book by Gordon W. Prange provides a comprehensive analysis of the events leading up to the
attack on Pearl Harbor. It delves into the political and military decisions made by Japan and the United
States, offering insights into why Japan chose to strike. The book is well-regarded for its detailed
research and balanced perspective, making it valuable for understanding the complexities behind the
attack.

2. The Path to Pearl Harbor: The Coming of the War Between the United States and Japan

Authored by Roberta Wohlstetter, this book explores the intelligence failures and diplomatic tensions
that contributed to the surprise attack. It examines the buildup of hostilities and Japan’s strategic
motives. The work is notable for its focus on the intelligence aspects and policy decisions before the
attack.

3. Day of Infamy

Written by Walter Lord, this narrative recounts the events of December 7, 1941, with vivid detail and
eyewitness accounts. It contextualizes Japan’s reasons for attacking Pearl Harbor within the broader
scope of World War Il. The book is accessible and engaging, providing a clear understanding of the
attack’s immediate causes and impact.

4. Japan's Decision for War: Records of the 1941 Policy Conferences

This collection of translated Japanese government documents offers direct insight into Japan’s internal
deliberations prior to the attack. The primary sources reveal the strategic, economic, and political
factors that influenced Japan’s decision to go to war with the United States. It is an essential resource
for those seeking an in-depth, original perspective.



5. At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor

Raymond C. Tolley’s book presents a detailed chronology and analysis of the lead-up to December 7,
1941. It investigates why Japan attacked and how the U.S. was caught off guard. The book combines
eyewitness testimony and historical research to explain the motivations behind the attack.

6. Why Japan Attacked Pearl Harbor: The Japanese Perspective

This book compiles essays and documents that explore Japan’s rationale from a Japanese viewpoint. It
covers economic pressures, military strategy, and diplomatic failures that led to the attack. The work
is valuable for understanding the cultural and nationalistic factors driving Japan’s decision.

7. Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath

John Toland’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book examines both the attack and its consequences, including
why Japan attacked and how the U.S. responded. It offers detailed character studies of key figures
and the geopolitical context. The narrative situates the attack within the broader history of the Pacific
War.

8. The Road to War: Japan’s Decision to Attack Pearl Harbor

This book focuses on the diplomatic and military escalations that pushed Japan toward war. It
analyzes the international pressures, including embargoes and alliances, influencing Japan’s
aggressive strategy. The work provides a clear explanation of the complex circumstances that led to
the attack.

9. Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War: A Brief History with Documents

Edited by Christopher W. Anderson, this volume offers a collection of primary documents, essays, and
analyses on the reasons behind the attack. It is designed to support DBQ (Document-Based Question)
assignments and classroom discussions. The book is an excellent tool for students seeking to
understand multiple perspectives on why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.
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