why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answers key

why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answers key is a crucial question for understanding the pivotal
events leading up to the United States' entry into World War II. This inquiry often appears in Document-
Based Questions (DBQs) in history curricula to assess students' comprehension of the complex geopolitical
and economic factors that motivated Japan's surprise military strike on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.
The answer key to this DBQ involves analyzing primary sources, historical context, and the strategic
decisions made by Japan and the United States prior to the attack. This article explores the main reasons
behind Japan’s decision, including economic sanctions, imperial ambitions, and diplomatic failures, helping
to clarify the multifaceted causes behind one of the most significant attacks in modern history. Readers will
gain insight into the motivations, the international environment, and the consequences that shaped this
critical moment. The following table of contents outlines the key sections covered in this comprehensive

discussion.
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Historical Background and Rising Tensions

Understanding why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor requires a thorough examination of the historical
background that set the stage for increasing tensions between Japan and the United States. During the early
20th century, Japan pursued aggressive expansion policies in East Asia, particularly in China and Southeast
Asia, to secure resources and regional dominance. This expansion conflicted with American interests in the

Pacific, leading to growing diplomatic strains.



Japan’s Expansion in Asia

Japan’s aggressive moves included the invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and the ongoing war in China
starting in 1937. These military actions alarmed Western powers, especially the United States, which had
strategic and economic interests in Asia. Japan sought to establish the “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity

Sphere,” aiming to dominate the region politically and economically.

U.S. Concerns and Pacific Strategy

The United States viewed Japan’s expansion as a threat to its influence and security in the Pacific.
American leaders were concerned about protecting their territories, such as the Philippines and Guam, and
maintaining access to vital trade routes. As tensions escalated, the U.S. began increasing its military presence

and forming alliances to counter Japanese aggression.

Economic Sanctions and Resource Pressures

One of the critical factors leading to Japan’s decision to attack Pearl Harbor was the imposition of economic
sanctions and embargoes by the United States. These measures severely limited Japan’s ability to acquire
essential materials, particularly oil, which was vital for maintaining its military operations and industrial

economy.

Oil Embargo and Trade Restrictions

In response to Japanese aggression in China and Indochina, the U.S. government placed an embargo on oil
and other strategic materials in 1941. This embargo threatened to cripple Japan’s military capabilities, as the
nation heavily depended on imported oil. Japan viewed these sanctions as an existential threat that forced it

to consider drastic measures to secure resources.

Impact on Japanese Military Planning

The scarcity of resources intensified Japan’s urgency to expand territorially to access oil and raw materials
in Southeast Asia. Military leaders believed that without securing these resources, Japan’s ability to wage
war and maintain its empire would be compromised. This economic pressure was a significant catalyst for

the decision to launch a preemptive strike against the United States Pacific Fleet.



Japan’s Imperial Ambitions and Strategic Objectives

Japan’s imperial ambitions were deeply intertwined with its strategic objectives in the Pacific. The
leadership aimed to consolidate power in Asia and the Pacific to establish Japan as a dominant world power,
free from Western interference. The attack on Pearl Harbor was a calculated move within this larger

strategy.

The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

This concept reflected Japan’s goal of creating a bloc of Asian nations led by Japan and free from Western
colonial control. Securing territories rich in natural resources was essential to sustaining this vision. Japan
planned to eliminate the U.S. Pacific Fleet’s ability to interfere with its expansion by crippling it at Pearl
Harbor.

Military Strategy and Preemptive Strike Doctrine

Japanese military planners believed a swift, surprise attack would provide them with a strategic advantage,
allowing them to consolidate control over resource-rich areas before the United States could effectively
respond. The strike aimed to demoralize the U.S. Navy and delay American military intervention in the

Pacific.

Diplomatic Efforts and Failures

Prior to the attack, diplomatic negotiations between Japan and the United States aimed to resolve conflicts
but ultimately failed. The breakdown of diplomacy contributed to Japan’s decision to resort to military

action.

Negotiations and U.S. Demands

The United States demanded that Japan withdraw from China and Indochina as a condition for lifting
economic sanctions. Japan viewed these demands as unacceptable infringements on its sovereignty and

strategic interests. Diplomatic talks failed to produce a compromise.



Japan’s Perception of Diplomacy

Japanese leaders saw negotiation as a stalling tactic by the United States while preparing for war. The
inability to secure resources and diplomatic recognition of their ambitions convinced Japan’s military

government that war was inevitable, prompting the attack on Pearl Harbor.

The Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pear]l Harbor was a meticulously planned military operation designed to incapacitate the U.S.
Pacific Fleet and secure Japan’s dominance in the Pacific. It marked a turning point in World War II and

had profound consequences for global history.

Planning and Execution

On the morning of December 7, 1941, Japanese aircraft launched a surprise aerial assault on the naval base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack inflicted significant damage, sinking or damaging multiple battleships and

destroying aircraft, while causing substantial casualties.

Immediate Objectives and Outcomes

The primary goal was to neutralize American naval power in the Pacific to prevent interference with
Japan’s expansion plans. Although the attack achieved tactical success, it galvanized American public

opinion and led to the United States’ formal entry into World War IIL

Implications and Aftermath of the Attack

The attack on Pear]l Harbor had wide-ranging implications for international relations, military strategy, and
the course of World War II. It reshaped the geopolitical landscape and highlighted the consequences of

unresolved tensions and aggressive expansionism.



U.S. Entry into World War II

The day following the attack, the United States declared war on Japan, marking its official entry into
World War II. This decision led to the mobilization of American military and economic resources on an

unprecedented scale.

Changes in Global Power Dynamics

The attack demonstrated the vulnerability of even powerful nations to surprise military actions, prompting
changes in defense strategies worldwide. It also accelerated the decline of colonial empires and shifted

power balances in Asia and the Pacific.

Legacy in Historical Analysis

Historians continue to analyze why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, using DBQs and other educational tools to
explore the causes and lessons of the event. The answers key to the DBQ involves recognizing the

interplay of economic, political, and military factors that led Japan to make this fateful decision.

—

. Japan’s expansionist policy in Asia created tensions with Western powers.
2. Economic sanctions, particularly the oil embargo, pressured Japan severely.
3. Japan’s strategic goal was to secure resources and dominance in the Pacific.
4. Diplomatic negotiations failed to resolve conflicts peacefully.

5. The surprise attack aimed to cripple U.S. naval power and delay intervention.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main reasons Japan attacked Pear]l Harbor according to the



DBQ answers key?

The main reasons included Japan's desire to neutralize the US Pacific Fleet to expand its territory in
Southeast Asia and the Pacific without American interference, and to secure access to vital natural resources

like oil and rubber.

How did economic sanctions by the United States contribute to Japan's
decision to attack Pear]l Harbor?

Economic sanctions, including oil embargoes imposed by the United States, severely threatened Japan's
economy and military capabilities, pushing Japan to attack Pearl Harbor to break these sanctions and ensure

resource access.

‘What role did Japan's imperial ambitions play in the attack on Pearl
Harbor according to the DBQ?

Japan's imperial ambitions to dominate Asia and the Pacific region motivated the attack, aiming to weaken

the US military presence and facilitate their expansionist goals.

According to the DBQ answers key, how did diplomatic failures influence
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor?

Diplomatic negotiations between Japan and the US failed to resolve conflicts over Japan's expansion, leading

Japan to conclude that a surprise attack was necessary to achieve its objectives.

‘What strategic advantages did Japan hope to gain by attacking Pearl
Harbor?

Japan aimed to cripple the US Pacific Fleet, preventing immediate American military response, thereby

securing time to consolidate its territorial gains in Asia and the Pacific.

How does the DBQ explain the timing of the Pearl Harbor attack?

The timing was chosen to maximize surprise and effectiveness, occurring early on December 7, 1941, to

catch the US forces off guard and minimize American readiness.

According to the DBQ answers key, what was the impact of the Pearl
Harbor attack on US-Japan relations?

The attack ended any possibility of peaceful relations, directly leading to the US declaring war on Japan
and entering World War II.



Additional Resources

1. Day of Infamy: The Attack on Pearl Harbor
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the events leading up to Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor. It
explores the political and military tensions between the United States and Japan in the years before 1941.

The author also discusses the impact of the attack on American public opinion and the country's entry into

World War II.

2. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History
In this detailed examination, the author investigates the reasons behind Japan’s decision to attack Pearl
Harbor. The book covers diplomatic failures, intelligence lapses, and strategic calculations from both sides. It

also evaluates how historians have interpreted the attack over time.

3. Why Japan Attacked Pearl Harbor: A Diplomatic History
This work focuses on the diplomatic relations between the United States and Japan prior to the attack. It
analyzes economic sanctions, negotiations, and the broader context of Japanese imperial ambitions in Asia.

The book sheds light on the complex motivations that led to the surprise strike.

4. The Road to Pearl Harbor: Origins of the Pacific War
This title traces the escalating conflicts and policies that culminated in the Pear]l Harbor attack. It discusses
Japan’s expansionist policies and the U.S. response through embargoes and military preparedness. The

narrative connects political decisions to the eventual military action.

5. The Pearl Harbor Papers: Inside Japan’s Decision to Strike
Based on declassified Japanese documents, this book offers an insider’s perspective on the planning and
reasoning behind the attack. It reveals the strategic priorities of Japanese leaders and their expectations of

the war’s outcome. The author provides a critical view of the decision-making process.

6. Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War
This book situates the attack within the broader context of global conflict and East Asian geopolitics. It
examines how economic pressures and military alliances influenced Japan’s aggressive stance. The study

provides a balanced view of both American and Japanese perspectives.

7. Infamy: The Shocking Story of Pearl Harbor

Through eyewitness accounts and primary sources, this narrative brings to life the day of the attack. It
highlights the surprise and devastation experienced by those at Pear]l Harbor while explaining the
historical context behind Japan’s motivations. The book is accessible for readers seeking both emotional and

factual insight.

8. Pearl Harbor Attack: Causes and Consequences

This analytical work breaks down the immediate and long-term causes of the Pearl Harbor attack. It
discusses pre-war tensions, intelligence failures, and the strategic goals of Japan. Additionally, it covers the
aftermath and how the attack changed the course of World War IL



9. Decoding Pearl Harbor: A Historical Investigation
This investigative book challenges traditional narratives and explores alternative theories about why Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor. It reviews diplomatic correspondence, military planning, and intelligence reports.

The author encourages readers to critically assess the complex factors behind the historic event.
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