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why government hobbes and locke answer key is a crucial topic for
understanding the foundations of modern political philosophy and the
development of governmental systems. This article explores the contrasting
views of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke on government, social contracts, and
the nature of human beings. By examining their philosophies, readers can gain
insight into why government exists, its purpose, and the justification for
political authority. Additionally, this piece provides an answer key that
clarifies common questions related to Hobbes' and Locke's theories, helping
students and scholars alike. The discussion highlights key concepts such as
the state of nature, the social contract, and natural rights, offering a
comprehensive overview of why government hobbes and locke answer key remains
relevant in political discourse today. The following sections will detail
their respective philosophies, compare their ideas, and present a structured
answer key to enhance comprehension.

The Philosophical Foundations of Hobbes’ View on Government

Locke’s Perspective on Government and Natural Rights

Comparative Analysis: Hobbes vs. Locke

Key Concepts in Hobbes’ and Locke’s Theories

Answer Key: Frequently Asked Questions on Why Government Hobbes and
Locke

The Philosophical Foundations of Hobbes’ View
on Government

Hobbes’ State of Nature

Thomas Hobbes conceptualized the state of nature as a pre-political condition
characterized by a "war of all against all," where life was "solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish, and short." In this natural state, individuals possess
unlimited freedom but no security, leading to constant fear and conflict.
Hobbes argued that without a central authority, humans would live in chaos
due to their natural selfishness and desire for self-preservation.



The Social Contract According to Hobbes

To escape the state of nature, Hobbes proposed a social contract in which
individuals collectively agree to surrender their freedoms to a sovereign
authority. This sovereign, often envisioned as an absolute monarch, wields
undivided power to enforce peace and security. Hobbes emphasized that this
government must have absolute authority to prevent a return to the anarchic
state of nature.

The Role of Government in Hobbes’ Philosophy

Government, in Hobbes’ theory, exists primarily to maintain order and protect
citizens from their own destructive tendencies. The Leviathan, or the
sovereign, holds the power to legislate, adjudicate, and enforce laws. Hobbes
believed that any government, even a tyrannical one, is preferable to the
chaos of anarchy, as it ensures social stability and security.

Locke’s Perspective on Government and Natural
Rights

Locke’s State of Nature

In contrast to Hobbes, John Locke viewed the state of nature as a generally
peaceful and reasonable condition where natural law governs behavior. Locke
believed humans are rational and capable of cooperation, with inherent rights
to life, liberty, and property. However, the state of nature lacks an
impartial authority to resolve disputes, which can lead to conflicts.

Locke’s Social Contract and Government Formation

Locke’s social contract involves individuals consenting to form a government
that protects their natural rights. Unlike Hobbes' absolute sovereign, Locke
advocated for a government with limited powers, accountable to the people.
The purpose of government is to secure individual rights and promote the
common good, with the people retaining the right to revolt against unjust
rulers.



Natural Rights and Property

A cornerstone of Locke’s philosophy is the concept of natural rights—life,
liberty, and property—that governments must protect. Property, in Locke’s
view, arises from the labor individuals invest in resources. The government’s
legitimacy depends on its respect for these rights, and failure to do so
justifies the dissolution of the political authority by the people.

Comparative Analysis: Hobbes vs. Locke

Views on Human Nature

Hobbes had a pessimistic view of human nature, seeing people as driven by
fear and self-interest, necessitating a strong authority to prevent disorder.
Locke, on the other hand, held an optimistic view, believing in the inherent
reasonableness and morality of humans, though acknowledging the need for
government to resolve disputes.

Government Authority and Power

Hobbes supported absolute sovereignty, arguing that unlimited power is
essential for peace. Locke favored limited government with checks and
balances, emphasizing that rulers derive authority from the consent of the
governed and must protect natural rights.

Right to Revolution

Hobbes rejected the right to revolt once the sovereign authority is
established, as any rebellion risks a return to the chaotic state of nature.
Locke famously asserted the right to overthrow a government that fails to
protect citizens’ natural rights, establishing a basis for modern democratic
thought.

Purpose of Government

For Hobbes, government exists primarily to maintain order and prevent
conflict. Locke viewed government as a protector of individual freedoms and
property, facilitating a just and fair society.



Key Concepts in Hobbes’ and Locke’s Theories

State of Nature: Hobbes’ chaotic warlike condition versus Locke’s
peaceful but inconvenient natural condition.

Social Contract: Hobbes’ surrender of all rights to an absolute
sovereign; Locke’s limited government formed by mutual consent.

Sovereignty: Hobbes’ absolute power; Locke’s conditional and limited
authority.

Natural Rights: Absent in Hobbes’ framework; central in Locke’s theory
(life, liberty, property).

Right to Revolution: Denied by Hobbes; affirmed by Locke.

Answer Key: Frequently Asked Questions on Why
Government Hobbes and Locke

Why did Hobbes believe government is necessary?

Hobbes believed government is necessary to escape the state of nature, which
he described as a violent and insecure condition. Without government’s
absolute authority, individuals would constantly fight for survival, making
life chaotic and dangerous.

What is the main difference between Hobbes’ and
Locke’s social contracts?

The main difference lies in the extent of government power and individual
rights. Hobbes’ social contract involves surrendering almost all rights to an
absolute sovereign, while Locke’s contract establishes a government with
limited powers that must protect natural rights.

How does Locke justify the right to revolt?

Locke justifies the right to revolt by arguing that when a government fails



to protect natural rights or acts against the interests of the people,
citizens are entitled to withdraw their consent and establish a new
government.

According to Hobbes, what role does fear play in
government?

Fear is central in Hobbes’ theory; it motivates individuals to relinquish
their freedoms to a sovereign to avoid the dangers of the state of nature.
The fear of violent death or disorder compels obedience to authority.

Why is Locke’s theory considered foundational to
modern democracy?

Locke’s emphasis on natural rights, government by consent, limited authority,
and the right to revolution laid the groundwork for democratic principles and
constitutional government in modern political systems.

What is meant by the “Leviathan” in Hobbes’
philosophy?

The “Leviathan” is Hobbes’ metaphor for a powerful sovereign or government
that holds absolute authority to maintain peace and prevent civil war. It
represents the collective power of society under one ruler.

How do Hobbes and Locke differ in their views on
property?

Hobbes did not emphasize property rights as fundamental, focusing instead on
security and order. Locke regarded property as a natural right derived from
labor and essential for individual freedom and prosperity.

What is the significance of the social contract in
both theories?

In both Hobbes’ and Locke’s theories, the social contract represents the
agreement by individuals to form a government. However, the nature of this



contract and the powers granted to government differ significantly,
reflecting their distinct views on authority and rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between Hobbes' and
Locke's views on government?
Hobbes believed in a strong, absolute sovereign to maintain order due to
humanity's natural state of conflict, while Locke advocated for a government
with limited powers that protects natural rights like life, liberty, and
property.

Why did Hobbes think an absolute monarchy was
necessary?
Hobbes argued that without a powerful sovereign, human life would be
'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short' due to inherent selfishness and
conflict, so an absolute monarchy is needed to ensure peace and security.

How does Locke's social contract theory differ from
Hobbes'?
Locke's social contract involves individuals consenting to form a government
that protects their natural rights and can be overthrown if it fails, whereas
Hobbes' contract is an unconditional surrender of rights to an absolute
sovereign.

Why is Locke considered a father of liberal
democracy in his government theory?
Because Locke emphasized government by consent, protection of natural rights,
separation of powers, and the right to revolt against unjust rulers, all
foundational ideas for modern liberal democracy.

What role does the 'state of nature' play in Hobbes
and Locke's government theories?
Both use the concept of the 'state of nature' to explain why government is
necessary: Hobbes sees it as a state of war requiring strong authority, while
Locke views it as generally peaceful but insecure, necessitating government
to protect property and rights.



Why do Hobbes and Locke disagree on the right to
revolt against government?
Hobbes denies the right to revolt because he believes any government is
better than the chaos of the state of nature, while Locke supports rebellion
if the government violates natural rights.

How do Hobbes and Locke justify the legitimacy of
government power?
Hobbes justifies government power through absolute authority granted by the
social contract for peace, while Locke justifies it through the consent of
the governed to protect natural rights.

Why is Locke's theory considered more optimistic
about human nature compared to Hobbes'?
Locke believed humans are generally reasonable and capable of cooperation in
the state of nature, whereas Hobbes viewed humans as naturally selfish and
prone to conflict.

What is the 'answer key' approach to understanding
Hobbes and Locke's government theories?
The 'answer key' approach involves directly comparing their views on human
nature, the social contract, the purpose and scope of government, and rights,
to clarify their differing answers to why government exists.

Why is studying Hobbes and Locke important for
understanding modern government?
Because their contrasting theories underpin many modern political systems and
ideas about authority, rights, democracy, and the rule of law.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Hobbes and Locke: Foundations of Government
This book explores the fundamental political philosophies of Thomas Hobbes
and John Locke, focusing on their views about the nature of government and
society. It provides a detailed comparison of Hobbes' belief in a strong
sovereign to prevent chaos and Locke's emphasis on natural rights and
government by consent. The text is designed to help readers grasp the origins
of modern political thought.

2. The Social Contract: Hobbes vs. Locke
Delving into the concept of the social contract, this book contrasts Hobbes'



idea of an absolute ruler with Locke's vision of a government that protects
individual liberties. It examines how each philosopher's historical context
shaped their theories and the implications for contemporary governance. Ideal
for students seeking a clear understanding of social contract theory.

3. Political Philosophy Answer Key: Hobbes and Locke Explained
This guide provides comprehensive answers and explanations to common
questions about Hobbes' and Locke's political theories. It serves as a
helpful resource for educators and students alike, clarifying complex ideas
such as the state of nature, sovereignty, and the right to rebellion. The
book enhances comprehension through concise summaries and illustrative
examples.

4. Hobbes and Locke on Government: An Analytical Overview
Offering an in-depth analysis, this book examines the contrasting views of
Hobbes and Locke on the legitimacy and purpose of government. It discusses
Hobbes' advocacy for order through absolute authority versus Locke's argument
for limited government based on the protection of natural rights. The work
highlights the enduring influence of their ideas on modern democratic
systems.

5. The Answer Key to Political Thought: Hobbes and Locke
Designed as a companion to political theory courses, this answer key
clarifies key concepts and debates surrounding Hobbes' and Locke's
philosophies. It breaks down their arguments into accessible language, making
it easier for students to master the material. The book also includes
critical thinking questions and model answers for exam preparation.

6. Hobbes, Locke, and the Origins of Government: A Comparative Study
This comparative study investigates how Hobbes and Locke conceptualized the
origin and role of government differently. It addresses themes such as the
state of nature, human behavior, and the justification for political
authority. The book provides historical background and philosophical insights
to deepen readers' understanding.

7. Why Government? Hobbes and Locke in Dialogue
Framing Hobbes and Locke in a conversational format, this book presents their
arguments about the necessity and form of government through a dynamic
exchange of ideas. It highlights their agreements and disagreements, making
complex theories more relatable and engaging. This approach aids readers in
critically evaluating the foundations of political authority.

8. Exploring Natural Rights: Locke Versus Hobbes
Focusing on the concept of natural rights, this book contrasts Locke's
assertion of inherent individual rights with Hobbes' more pessimistic view of
human nature and rights. It explains how these differing perspectives
influence their respective views on government power and citizen
responsibilities. The text is essential for understanding the evolution of
rights-based political thought.

9. Government and Authority: Hobbes and Locke Answered



This resource offers clear, concise answers to essential questions about
Hobbes' and Locke's theories on government and authority. It addresses topics
such as the justification of political power, civil obedience, and the limits
of sovereignty. The book is a valuable tool for students seeking to solidify
their understanding of early modern political philosophy.
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