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WHY IS AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IMPORTANT ESSAY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS A CRITICAL ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE THAT
EXPLORES THE HISTORY, CULTURE, POLITICS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.
UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS FIELD IS ESSENTIAL IN FOSTERING A COMPREHENSIVE AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION THAT
ACKNOWLEDGES THE DIVERSE EXPERIENCES AND STRUGGLES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS. THIS ESSAY DELVES INTO THE IMPORTANCE
OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES BY EXAMINING TS ROLE IN PROMOTING CULTURAL AW ARENESS, COMBATING SYSTEMIC RACISM,
AND ENRICHING THE BROADER HISTORICAL NARRATIVE. BY INTEGRATING AFRICAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES INTO MAINSTREAM
EDUCATION, THIS FIELD CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES AND ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT RACE, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OUTLINE THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES, ITS IMPACT
ON SOCIETY AND EDUCATION, AND THE BENEFITS IT OFFERS TO STUDENTS AND COMMUNITIES ALIKE. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO
PROVIDE A THOROUGH ANALYSIS OF WHY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS INDISPENSABLE IN CONTEMPORARY ACADEMIA AND
BEYOND.

HisToricAL CoNTEXT AND ORIGINS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
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CONCLUSION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND ORIGINS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES AS AN ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE EMERGED IN RESPONSE TO THE NEED FOR A MORE
ACCURATE AND INCLUSIVE REPRESENTATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES. HISTORICALLY, MAINSTREAM EDUCATION
OFTEN MARGINALIZED OR OMITTED THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND HISTORIES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS, LEADING TO A DISTORTED
UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE. AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAMS BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE DURING
THE CIvIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT OF THE 1960S, WHEN STUDENTS AND ACTIVISTS DEMANDED CURRICULA THAT REFLECTED THE
REALITIES AND STRUGGLES OF BLACK COMMUNITIES. THIS FIELD WAS ESTABLISHED TO ADDRESS THE GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE AND
TO PROVIDE SCHOLARLY FRAMEWORKS FOR EXPLORING THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS AFFECTING AFRICAN
AMERICANS.

RooTs IN CiviL RIGHTS AND BLACK POWER MOVEMENTS

THE PUSH FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES WAS DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND BLACK PowER MOVEMENTS,
WHICH EMPHASIZED RACIAL PRIDE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT. ACTIVISTS AND STUDENTS SOUGHT
ACADEMIC RECOGNITION FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE AS A VITAL PART OF THE AMERICAN NARRATIVE. THIS
PERIOD SAW THE CREATION OF THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMS AT UNIVERSITIES ACROSS
THE UNITED STATES. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE PROGRAMS MARKED A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD INSTITUTIONALIZING THE
STUDY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE, HISTORY, AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

EVOLUTION AND INSTITUTIONALIZATION

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES HAS EVOLVED TO INCLUDE INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES, DRAWING FROM
HISTORY, LITERATURE, SOCIOLOGY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, AND MORE. THE FIELD HAS EXPANDED TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY



ISSUES SUCH AS SYSTEMIC RACISM, ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, AND CULTURAL REPRESENTATION. AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
DEPARTMENTS TODAY SERVE AS CENTERS FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ADVOCACY, REFLECTING THE DYNAMIC AND ONGOING
NATURE OF THE DISCIPLINE.

PrOMOTING CULTURAL AWARENESS AND IDENTITY

ONE OF THE PRIMARY REASONS WHY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS IMPORTANT IS ITS ROLE IN PROMOTING CULTURAL
AWARENESS AND AFFIRMING BLACK IDENTITY. THIS ACADEMIC FIELD PROVIDES A PLATFORM FOR UNDERSTANDING THE RICH
HERITAGE, TRADITIONS, AND ARTISTIC EXPRESSIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS. BY STUDYING AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE AND
HISTORY, STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE COMPLEX IDENTITIES AND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE SHAPED BLAack
COMMUNITIES.

UNDERSTANDING AFRICAN AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES HIGHLIGHTS THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS IN VARIOUS FIELDS INCLUDING
LITERATURE, MUSIC, POLITICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. RECOGNIZING THESE ACHIEVEMENTS HELPS TO COMBAT
STEREOTYPES AND FOSTERS RESPECT FOR THE DIVERSE TALENTS AND INNOVATIONS WITHIN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.
THIS UNDERSTANDING ENRICHES CULTURAL LITERACY AND PROMOTES APPRECIATION OF BLACK EXCELLENCE.

FOSTERING A SENSE OF IDENTITY AND PRIDE

For AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS IN PARTICULAR, THIS FIELD OFFERS A MEANS TO EXPLORE AND AFFIRM THEIR IDENTITY IN A
SOCIETY WHERE RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND MARGINALIZATION PERSIST. AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ENCOURAGES PRIDE IN
HERITAGE AND CULTIVATES A STRONG SENSE OF SELF, WHICH CAN POSITIVELY INFLUENCE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT. |T ALSO EDUCATES NON-BLACK STUDENTS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION,
NURTURING EMPATHY AND CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING.

CHALLENGING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND INEQUALITY

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN EXPOSING AND ANALYZING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SOCIAL INEQUALITIES
THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY AFFECTED AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. BY CRITICALLY EXAMINING THE STRUCTURES AND
POLICIES THAT PERPETUATE DISCRIMINATION, THIS DISCIPLINE EMPOWERS STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS TO UNDERSTAND THE ROOTS
OF RACIAL INJUSTICE AND ADVOCATE FOR MEANINGFUL CHANGE.

ANALYZING HisTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY RACISM

THE STUDY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY REVEALS PATTERNS OF OPPRESSION, INCLUDING SLAVERY, SEGREGATION,
DISENFRANCHISEMENT , AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION. AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ALSO ADDRESSES CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
SUCH AS MASS INCARCERATION, POLICE BRUTALITY, AND RACIAL DISPARITIES IN EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS HELPS TO CONTEXTUALIZE ONGOING STRUGGLES AND INFORMS STRATEGIES FOR SOCIAL REFORM.

EMPOWERING ADVOCACY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

ARMED WITH KNOWLEDGE FROM AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES, STUDENTS AND ACTIVISTS ARE BETTER EQUIPPED TO CHALLENGE
DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES AND PROMOTE EQUITY. THE FIELD ENCOURAGES CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH POLICIES AND SOCIAL
NORMS, FOSTERING A COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT. THIS ACTIVISM IS VITAL FOR CREATING
A MORE JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY.



EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS AND ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

INTEGRATING AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES INTO EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA OFFERS NUMEROUS BENEFITS THAT EXTEND BEYOND
THE STUDY OF RACE AND ETHNICITY. THIS FIELD ENHANCES ACADEMIC RIGOR, CRITICAL THINKING, AND INTERDISCIPLINARY
LEARNING, ENRICHING THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR ALL STUDENTS.

ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO QUESTION DOMINANT NARRATIVES, ANALYZE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES,
AND ENGAGE WITH COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES. THIS CRITICAL APPROACH DEVELOPS ANALYTICAL SKILLS THAT ARE APPLICABLE
ACROSS DISCIPLINES AND IN REAL-WORLD CONTEXTS. STUDENTS LEARN TO EVALUATE SOURCES, RECOGNIZE BIAS, AND
CONSTRUCT INFORMED ARGUMENTS, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL ACADEMIC COMPETENCIES.

PROMOTING INCLUSIVITY IN EDUCATION

INCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN CURRICULA ENSURES THAT EDUCATION REFLECTS THE DIVERSITY OF AMERICAN
SOCIETY. |IT CHALLENGES EUROCENTRIC FRAMEWORKS AND PROMOTES A MORE BALANCED AND INCLUSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF
HISTORY AND CULTURE. THIS INCLUSIVITY BENEFITS ALL STUDENTS BY BROADENING THEIR WORLDVIEW AND FOSTERING RESPECT
FOR DIVERSITY.

CAREER AND PErRsSONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

STUDYING AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CAN OPEN PATHWAYS TO CAREERS IN EDUCATION, SOCIAL WORK, LAW, PUBLIC POLICY
JOURNALISM, AND THE ARTS. THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS GAINED PREPARE STUDENTS TO WORK EFFECTIVELY IN DIVERSE
ENVIRONMENTS AND TO CONTRIBUTE TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS.

1

IMPACT ON SOCIETY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES EXTENDS BEYOND ACADEMIA INTO BROADER SOCIETAL IMPACT. THIS FIELD
CONTRIBUTES TO ONGOING CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, EQUALITY, AND JUSTICE, INFLUENCING PUBLIC POLICY, CULTURAL
DISCOURSE, AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS.

INFLUENCING PusLIC PoLicY AND DIALOGUE

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP FROM AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES INFORM POLICYMAKERS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS ABOUT THE
CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS. THIS EVIDENCE-BASED INSIGHT SUPPORTS THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLICIES AIMED AT
REDUCING INEQUALITY AND IMPROVING SOCIAL OUTCOMES. FURTHERMORE, THE FIELD FOSTERS INFORMED PUBLIC DIALOGUE THAT
PROMOTES AW ARENESS AND EMPATHY.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL EMPOWERMENT

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES HELPS TO BUILD STRONGER COMMUNITIES BY AFFIRMING CULTURAL IDENTITIES AND PROMOTING
SOCIAL COHESION. | T PROVIDES TOOLS FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION AND CELEBRATION, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE. ADDITIONALLY, THIS FIELD SUPPORTS INITIATIVES THAT ADDRESS SOCIAL PROBLEMS THROUGH
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY.



CONCLUSION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

IN SUMMARY, THE QUESTION OF WHY IS AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IMPORTANT ESSAY IS ANSWERED THROUGH THE DISCIPLINE’S
MULTIFACETED CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION, CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY EMPO\WERMENT.
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ENRICHES ACADEMIC INQUIRY BY PROVIDING INCLUSIVE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES AND FOSTERING
CRITICAL THINKING. |T PLAYS AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN CHALLENGING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND PROMOTING EQUITY, WHILE ALSO
OFFERING PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS. THE SOCIETAL IMPACT OF THIS FIELD IS
PROFOUND, INFLUENCING POLICIES AND STRENGTHENING CULTURAL IDENTITIES. THE CONTINUED INTEGRATION AND SUPPORT OF
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS REMAIN VITAL FOR CULTIVATING A MORE INCLUSIVE, INFORMED, AND
JUST SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHY IS AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IMPORTANT IN ACADEMIC ESSAYS?

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS IMPORTANT IN ACADEMIC ESSAYS BECAUSE IT PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERST ANDING OF
THE HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS, WHICH ARE OFTEN
UNDERREPRESENTED OR MISREPRESENTED IN TRADITIONAL CURRICULA.

How DOES STUDYING AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY CONTRIBUTE TO A BETTER
SOCIETY?

STUDYING AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY PROMOTES AW ARENESS OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SOCIAL INJUSTICES, ENCOURAGES
EMPATHY AND CULTURAL APPRECIATION, AND FOSTERS A MORE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY BY ACKNOWLEDGING AND
ADDRESSING HISTORICAL INEQUALITIES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PLAY IN CHALLENGING STEREOTYPES?

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES BY PRESENTING DIVERSE NARRATIVES AND EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN
AMERICANSI HIGHLIGHTING ACHIEVEMENTS, RESILIENCE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS THAT COUNTERACT NEGATIVE OR ONE-DIMENSIONAL
PORTRAYALS IN MAINSTREAM MEDIA AND EDUCATION.

\WHY SHOULD STUDENTS INCLUDE AFRICAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES IN THEIR ESSAYS?

INCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES IN ESSAYS ENRICHES THE ANALYSIS BY OFFERING UNIQUE VIEWPOINTS, PROMOTES
CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT RACE AND IDENTITY, AND ENSURES A MORE ACCURATE AND HOLISTIC REPRESENTATION OF AMERICAN
HISTORY AND CULTURE.

How poes AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL JUSTICE
MOVEMENTS?

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT INFORM CONTEMPORARY
SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS, EMPOWERING ACTIVISTS WITH KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PAST STRUGGLES AND STRATEGIES, AND
INSPIRING CONTINUED EFFORTS TOWARD RACIAL EQUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. “THe SouLs oF BLAack FoLk” By W.E.B. DU Bois

THIS SEMINAL WORK IS A CORNERSTONE IN AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES, OFFERING PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE POST-CIVIL W AR. DU BOIS INTRODUCES THE CONCEPT OF “DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS,” EXPLORING THE
DUAL IDENTITY FACED BY BLACK AMERICANS. THE ESSAYS BLEND HISTORY, SOCIOLOGY, AND PERSONAL REFLECTION, MAKING IT



ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES.

2. “BLAck STUDIES: THE MAKING OF A DISCIPLINE” BY BARBARA RANSBY

RANSBY CHRONICLES THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES AS AN ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE. THE BOOK
HIGHLIGHTS THE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL STRUGGLES THAT SHAPED THE FIELD, EMPHASIZING ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN CHALLENGING
TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES. |T UNDERSCORES WHY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES REMAIN VITAL IN ACADEMIA AND SOCIETY.

3. “AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: A_JOURNEY OF LIBERATION” BY PAUL FINKELMAN

THIS COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW TRACES THE HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM SLAVERY TO THE PRESENT DAY.
FINKELMAN ILLUSTRATES HOW AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ILLUMINATE STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM AND EQUALITY. THE BOOK
STRESSES THE DISCIPLINE’S ROLE IN FOSTERING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY AS A WHOLE.

4. “WHY ARe ALL THE BLACK Kips SITTING TOGETHER IN THE CAFETERIAP” BY BEVERLY DANIEL TATUM

TATUM EXPLORES RACIAL IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT AND THE DYNAMICS OF RACE IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS. THE BOOK PROVIDES
INSIGHT INTO HOW AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CONTRIBUTE TO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
[T IS A COMPELLING ARGUMENT FOR THE FIELD’S RELEVANCE IN ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC RACISM.

5. “THe AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: BLACK HISTORY AND CUL TURE THROUGH SPEECHES, LETTERS, EDITORIALS, POEMS,
SONGS, AND STORIES™ EDITED BY WiLLIAM L. ANDREWS AND MITCH KACHUN

THIS ANTHOLOGY OFFERS A RICH COLLECTION OF PRIMARY SOURCES THAT BRING AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE TO
LIFE. |T DEMONSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN PRESERVING AND INTERPRETING THESE VITAL
NARRATIVES. THE BOOK SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF BLACK LIFE IN AMERICA.

6. “From BLack Power To Hip Hop: RACING, RECLAIMING, AND SHAPING AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY” BY PATRICIA HILL
CoLLins

COLLINS EXAMINES THE EVOLUTION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY THROUGH CULTURAL AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS. SHE

ARGUES THAT AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR ANALYZING RACE, POWER, AND RESISTANCE. THE
BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE DISCIPLINE’S ROLE IN SHAPING CONTEMPORARY UNDERSTANDINGS OF BLACK IDENTITY.

7. “THe CASE FOR RePARATIONS” B8Y TA-NeHisi CoaTes (Essay)

THOUGH NOT A BOOK, THIS INFLUENTIAL ESSAY IS OFTEN INCLUDED IN AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULA FOR ITS
POWERFUL ARGUMENT ON SYSTEMIC INJUSTICE. COATES’S WORK EXEMPLIFIES HOW AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES ENGAGE WITH
HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF INEQUALITY. |T SHOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FIELD IN ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL CHANGE.

8. “AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES Now: THEORY AND PRAXIS” EDITED BY JADAKA A. CAMPBELL

THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS ADDRESSES CURRENT DEBATES AND METHODOLOGIES IN AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES.
CONTRIBUTORS DISCUSS THE DISCIPLINE’S ACADEMIC AND ACTIVIST DIMENSIONS, HIGHLIGHTING ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE. THE
BOOK OFFERS A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE ON WHY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES MATTER IN TODAY’S WORLD.

9. “STony THE RoAD: RECONSTRUCTION, WHITE SUPREMACY, AND THE RISE OF JiMm CRow ” BY HENRY Louls GATES JR.
GATES PROVIDES A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA AND THE SUBSEQUENT RISE OF INSTITUTIONALIZED
RACISM. THIS WORK IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT THAT AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES SEEK TO

EXPLORE AND CHALLENGE. |T UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DISCIPLINE IN CONFRONTING AMERICA’S RACIAL PAST AND
PRESENT.
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