
wiley and the hairy man play
wiley and the hairy man play is a beloved folk tale adapted into a captivating theatrical
performance that has been enjoyed by audiences of all ages. This play, rooted in American
folklore, combines elements of adventure, cleverness, and humor to create an engaging
narrative centered around the character Wiley and his encounter with the Hairy Man. The
story highlights themes of bravery, wit, and the triumph of good over evil, making it a
popular choice for educational and community theater productions. This article explores
the origins of the wiley and the hairy man play, its plot and characters, production
elements, and its significance in folklore and theater. Additionally, it delves into how this
play is used in educational settings to teach valuable lessons and cultural heritage. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of all these aspects.

Origin and Background of Wiley and the Hairy Man Play

Plot Summary and Main Characters

Theatrical Elements and Production

Educational and Cultural Significance

Performance Tips and Adaptations

Origin and Background of Wiley and the Hairy
Man Play

Folklore Roots
The wiley and the hairy man play is based on a traditional American folk tale, primarily
found in the Appalachian region. This folklore reflects the oral storytelling traditions of
early American settlers and Native American influences. The story centers on Wiley, a
clever young boy, who outsmarts a mysterious creature known as the Hairy Man. The
Hairy Man is often depicted as a wild, hairy forest dweller, embodying the fears and
mysteries of the untamed wilderness.

Development into a Play
Over time, the folk tale was adapted into various dramatic and musical versions suitable
for stage performances. Its simple yet compelling narrative structure makes it an excellent
candidate for theatrical adaptation. The wiley and the hairy man play has been
popularized in community theaters, children's theater programs, and educational settings,
preserving the cultural heritage while entertaining audiences.



Plot Summary and Main Characters

Plot Overview
The plot of the wiley and the hairy man play follows the story of Wiley, a resourceful and
brave young boy who ventures into the forest. There, he encounters the Hairy Man, a
creature feared by the local community. Using his quick thinking and courage, Wiley
manages to confront and ultimately outwit the Hairy Man, ensuring his safety and that of
his family. The story emphasizes cleverness and the importance of facing one’s fears.

Main Characters

Wiley: The protagonist, a young boy known for his intelligence and bravery.

The Hairy Man: The antagonist, a mysterious hairy forest creature who initially
frightens Wiley.

Family Members: Wiley’s relatives who provide motivation and context for his
journey.

Supporting Characters: Various villagers or forest animals that add depth to the
story.

Theatrical Elements and Production

Set Design and Props
The wiley and the hairy man play typically requires a forest or wilderness setting to
establish the atmosphere of the story. Set designers often use natural elements such as
trees, rocks, and foliage to create an immersive environment. Props may include items like
a walking stick for Wiley, a costume or mask representing the Hairy Man’s wild
appearance, and household items from Wiley’s home to depict his domestic life.

Costumes and Makeup
Costume design is crucial in differentiating characters, especially the Hairy Man, who is
portrayed with exaggerated hair and possibly fur-like materials to emphasize his wildness.
Wiley’s costume is usually simple, reflecting his humble background. Makeup may be used
to enhance the Hairy Man’s intimidating look, creating a visual contrast between the two
central characters.



Music and Sound Effects
Music and sound effects play an essential role in enhancing the mood and tension in the
play. Sounds of the forest, such as rustling leaves, animal calls, and eerie noises, help
build suspense during Wiley’s encounter with the Hairy Man. Background music may be
used to underscore moments of bravery and triumph, supporting the emotional arc of the
story.

Educational and Cultural Significance

Teaching Morals and Values
The wiley and the hairy man play is often used in educational contexts to teach children
important life lessons. The narrative encourages problem-solving, courage, and the value
of intelligence over brute strength. It also highlights the importance of facing fears and
standing up to challenges, which are valuable themes for young audiences.

Preserving Cultural Heritage
This play serves as a means of preserving Appalachian and broader American folk
traditions. By performing the wiley and the hairy man play, communities keep alive the
storytelling customs passed down through generations. It also offers insight into the
historical context of early American life and the relationship between humans and nature
as depicted in folklore.

Performance Tips and Adaptations

Adapting for Different Audiences
Directors and educators often adapt the wiley and the hairy man play to suit various age
groups and performance settings. For younger children, the play may be shortened and
simplified, focusing on the core message with interactive elements. For older audiences,
additional dialogue, character development, and thematic depth can be incorporated to
provide a richer experience.

Acting and Direction Tips
Successful performances of the wiley and the hairy man play depend on strong character
portrayals and clear storytelling. Actors playing Wiley should emphasize curiosity and
courage, while the Hairy Man requires a balance of menace and mystery without
overwhelming the audience. Directors are encouraged to use creative staging and pacing



to maintain engagement and highlight the play’s moral lessons.

List of Key Considerations for Production

Ensure clear and engaging storytelling to captivate diverse audiences.

Use costumes and makeup effectively to distinguish characters.

Incorporate sound effects and music to build atmosphere.

Adapt script length and complexity based on audience age.

Encourage actors to embody the themes of bravery and cunning.

Maintain a balance between suspense and humor to keep the tone accessible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the play 'Wiley and the Hairy
Man'?
The play 'Wiley and the Hairy Man' centers around a young boy named Wiley who is
scared of the Hairy Man, an imaginary creature. Through the story, Wiley learns to
overcome his fear with the help of his grandmother and ultimately gains courage and
confidence.

Who are the primary characters in 'Wiley and the Hairy
Man'?
The primary characters in the play include Wiley, a young boy; the Hairy Man, a mythical
figure representing fear; and Wiley's grandmother, who helps him confront and overcome
his fears.

What themes are explored in 'Wiley and the Hairy Man'?
The play explores themes such as overcoming fear, bravery, the power of storytelling,
family support, and the transition from childhood fear to confidence.

How is 'Wiley and the Hairy Man' used in educational
settings?
Educators use 'Wiley and the Hairy Man' to teach children about managing fears,
understanding emotions, and the importance of courage. It is also used to encourage



creative expression through drama and storytelling.

What is the significance of the Hairy Man character in
the play?
The Hairy Man symbolizes the fears and anxieties that children often face. By confronting
the Hairy Man, Wiley learns that fear can be faced and overcome, making the character an
important metaphor for personal growth and resilience.

Additional Resources
1. Wiley and the Hairy Man: An Appalachian Folktale
This book is a beautifully illustrated retelling of the classic Appalachian folktale where
young Wiley confronts the mysterious and frightening Hairy Man. The story emphasizes
bravery, folklore tradition, and the power of cleverness. It’s a great introduction to
Appalachian culture and storytelling for young readers.

2. Appalachian Tales: Legends from the Mountains
A collection of folktales from the Appalachian region, including stories similar in theme
and style to Wiley and the Hairy Man. This anthology explores the rich oral traditions and
mythical creatures that inhabit Appalachian storytelling. Readers get a broader
perspective on the cultural background that shapes plays like Wiley and the Hairy Man.

3. Bravery and Folklore: Stories of Courage in American Folktales
This book delves into folktales across America that highlight themes of courage and
overcoming fear. Wiley and the Hairy Man is featured as an example of a story where a
young protagonist faces a supernatural challenge. It offers insight into the moral lessons
and cultural significance behind these timeless tales.

4. The Hairy Man and Other Appalachian Ghost Stories
Focusing on spooky and mysterious tales from Appalachia, this book includes legends
about the Hairy Man and similar figures. The stories blend suspense with regional
folklore, making it a captivating read for those interested in ghost stories and traditional
legends. It also provides historical context about the origins of these tales.

5. Children’s Plays Based on Folklore
A compilation of scripts and plays inspired by traditional folktales, including a version of
Wiley and the Hairy Man. This resource is ideal for educators and theater groups looking
to bring folklore to life on stage. Each play is designed to be accessible for young
performers while preserving the cultural essence of the stories.

6. Folktale Theater: Performing Stories from the Mountains
This book explores how Appalachian folktales like Wiley and the Hairy Man have been
adapted for theater performances. It discusses techniques for storytelling, set design, and
character development in folk-based plays. Readers interested in drama and cultural
preservation will find this book valuable.

7. Myths and Legends of the Appalachian Mountains
A comprehensive overview of the myths, legends, and folk beliefs from the Appalachian



region. This book provides background on the characters and themes found in plays like
Wiley and the Hairy Man. It helps readers understand the symbolic meanings and cultural
relevance of these enduring stories.

8. Storytelling Traditions of Appalachia
An exploration of the oral storytelling heritage of Appalachia, highlighting how stories like
Wiley and the Hairy Man have been passed down through generations. The book examines
the role of storytelling in community bonding and cultural identity. It also includes tips for
storytellers and educators.

9. Legends for Young Readers: Folktales from Around the World
This collection features folktales from various cultures, including Appalachian stories
similar to Wiley and the Hairy Man. It emphasizes universal themes such as bravery,
cleverness, and the supernatural. The book is perfect for young readers wanting to explore
global folklore with familiar motifs.
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