william franklin son of benjamin
franklin

william franklin son of benjamin franklin was a prominent figure in American
colonial history, known as the illegitimate son of one of the United States'
founding fathers, Benjamin Franklin. His life and career offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complexities of family, politics, and loyalty during a
tumultuous period in American history. Unlike his father, William Franklin
remained loyal to the British Crown during the American Revolution, which
created a significant rift between the two. This article explores the life,
legacy, and historical significance of William Franklin, focusing on his
early life, political career, and relationship with his father. The narrative
also highlights the challenges he faced as a loyalist governor and the impact
his choices had on his family and American history. Below is an outline of
the main topics covered in this comprehensive exploration.

Early Life and Family Background

Political Career and Governorship

Relationship with Benjamin Franklin

Role During the American Revolution

Legacy and Historical Impact

Early Life and Family Background

William Franklin son of Benjamin Franklin was born around 1730, though the
exact date is uncertain. As the acknowledged illegitimate son of Benjamin
Franklin, William's early life was influenced heavily by his father's
prominence as a printer, inventor, and statesman. Raised primarily by his
mother, whose identity remains a subject of historical debate, William was
later brought under the wing of Benjamin Franklin, who ensured he received a
quality education and opportunities for advancement.

Parentage and Childhood

William's birth outside of marriage was a sensitive topic for Benjamin
Franklin, yet he took responsibility for his son’s upbringing and education.
Despite the social stigma, Benjamin Franklin's support allowed William to
receive a formal education, which was uncommon for many during that period.
This foundation facilitated William's entry into professional and political



spheres.

Education and Early Career

William Franklin's education included studies in law and public affairs,
preparing him for a career in colonial administration. He worked initially in
the printing business, following in his father's footsteps, but soon
transitioned into public service. His early career also involved legal
practice and diplomatic assignments that positioned him well for later
gubernatorial responsibilities.

Political Career and Governorship

William Franklin son of Benjamin Franklin served as the royal governor of New
Jersey from 1763 to 1776. His appointment to this significant colonial post
was largely due to his father's influence and his own capabilities. However,
his tenure was marked by the rising tensions between the American colonies
and Great Britain.

Appointment as Governor of New Jersey

In 1763, William Franklin was appointed by the British Crown as the last
colonial governor of New Jersey. His governorship coincided with a period of
escalating unrest in the colonies, including disputes over taxation and
governance. As governor, William sought to uphold British interests, which
put him at odds with growing revolutionary sentiments.

Governance and Policies

During his administration, William Franklin focused on maintaining order and
loyalty to the Crown. He implemented policies aimed at supporting British
authority while attempting to moderate colonial resistance. His efforts
included enforcing the Stamp Act and other unpopular measures, which made him
increasingly unpopular among colonists advocating independence.

Challenges Faced as Governor

William's governorship was challenged by the shifting political landscape.
The rise of revolutionary leaders and the spread of revolutionary ideas
created significant opposition to his rule. His loyalty to Britain resulted
in political isolation and eventual removal from office as revolutionary
forces gained control.



Relationship with Benjamin Franklin

The relationship between William Franklin son of Benjamin Franklin and his
father Benjamin Franklin was complex and strained, particularly due to their
opposing political allegiances during the American Revolution. While Benjamin
Franklin became a leading figure in the independence movement, William
remained a steadfast loyalist.

Father-Son Dynamics

Initially, Benjamin Franklin supported and mentored William, fostering his
education and career. However, their political differences during the
Revolution created a deep rift. Despite personal affection, their conflicting
loyalties led to estrangement and limited communication during the war years.

Political and Ideological Differences

Benjamin Franklin embraced the cause of American independence, contributing
to the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and serving as a diplomat.
In contrast, William Franklin's commitment to the British Crown exemplified
the loyalist perspective, which ultimately alienated him from many of his
American contemporaries, including his father.

Role During the American Revolution

William Franklin son of Benjamin Franklin played a notable role during the
American Revolution as a loyalist leader. His steadfast support for British
rule made him a controversial figure, particularly as the colonies moved
toward independence.

Loyalist Leadership

As a loyalist, William Franklin worked to suppress revolutionary activities
and maintain colonial allegiance to Britain. He was involved in intelligence
and military efforts on behalf of the Crown, which further deepened divisions
within New Jersey and the broader colonial community.

Arrest and Imprisonment

Due to his loyalist stance, William Franklin was arrested by revolutionary
forces in 1776 and imprisoned for several months. This marked a turning point
in his political career and personal life, as he was eventually released and
exiled to British-held territories.



Exile and Later Life

Following his release, William Franklin relocated to England, where he lived
out the remainder of his life. In exile, he continued to advocate for
loyalist causes and wrote memoirs defending his actions and perspectives
during the revolution. He died in London in 1813, leaving behind a complex
legacy shaped by his loyalty and familial ties.

Legacy and Historical Impact

The legacy of William Franklin son of Benjamin Franklin is multifaceted,
reflecting the complexities of colonial American society during the
revolutionary era. His life story illustrates the personal and political
conflicts inherent in the struggle for American independence.

Contributions to Colonial Governance

William Franklin’s tenure as governor contributed to the administrative
history of New Jersey and the broader colonial governance structure. His
efforts to uphold British authority during a period of upheaval provide
insight into loyalist perspectives and colonial challenges.

Historical Significance

Historically, William Franklin is remembered both as the son of a founding
father and as a loyalist who opposed the revolution. His story enriches the
understanding of the diversity of opinions and experiences during the
American Revolution, highlighting the internal conflicts that shaped the
nation's founding.

Notable Facts About William Franklin

He was the last royal governor of New Jersey before American
independence.

William Franklin never publicly acknowledged whether he was Benjamin
Franklin’'s biological son, though he was widely recognized as such.

His loyalist stance led to his estrangement from his father and much of
colonial society.

He was imprisoned by revolutionary forces and later exiled to England.

e William Franklin’s life exemplifies the personal costs of political
allegiance during the Revolution.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Franklin in relation to Benjamin
Franklin?

William Franklin was the illegitimate son of Benjamin Franklin, born around
1730.

What was William Franklin's role during the American
Revolutionary War?

William Franklin was a Loyalist during the American Revolutionary War,
serving as the last colonial Governor of New Jersey.

How did William Franklin's political views differ
from his father Benjamin Franklin's?

Unlike his father Benjamin Franklin, who supported American independence,
William Franklin remained loyal to the British Crown.

What was the nature of the relationship between
William Franklin and Benjamin Franklin?

Their relationship was strained due to their opposing political loyalties
during the American Revolution, leading to a permanent estrangement.

What happened to William Franklin after the American
Revolution?

After the war, William Franklin was arrested and imprisoned for his Loyalist
activities, later released and went into exile in Britain.

Did William Franklin have any descendants?

Yes, William Franklin had children, and his descendants continued to live
primarily in Britain after his exile.

Additional Resources

1. William Franklin: The Loyal Son

This biography delves into the life of William Franklin, the illegitimate son
of Benjamin Franklin, focusing on his unwavering loyalty to the British Crown
during the American Revolution. The book explores his complex relationship



with his father and the political and personal struggles that defined his
life. It offers a detailed look at the challenges faced by a Loyalist in a
revolutionary era.

2. The Last Loyalist: William Franklin and the American Revolution

This work examines William Franklin’s role as a prominent Loyalist leader,
highlighting his efforts to support British interests in the colonies. It
provides insights into his governorship of New Jersey and his eventual exile
to Britain. The narrative sheds light on the broader Loyalist experience
through the lens of Franklin’s life.

3. Benjamin Franklin’s Son: A Story of Loyalty and Conflict

Focusing on the father-son dynamic, this book explores the personal and
ideological conflicts between William and Benjamin Franklin. It discusses how
their differing political views led to a poignant familial estrangement. The
author uses letters and historical documents to paint a vivid picture of
their troubled relationship.

4. William Franklin: Governor and Loyalist in a Revolutionary Age

This historical account details William Franklin’s tenure as the last
colonial governor of New Jersey. It highlights his administrative policies,
challenges during the revolution, and his steadfast allegiance to the Crown.
The book also covers his life after the war, including his time in exile.

5. The Franklin Legacy: William and Benjamin in the Age of Revolution

This dual biography contrasts the lives and legacies of Benjamin Franklin and
his son William. It explores their differing paths during the American
Revolution and the impact their choices had on their family and the fledgling
nation. The book provides a nuanced perspective on loyalty, revolution, and
family ties.

6. William Franklin’s Exile: A Loyalist’s Journey

Focusing on the post-revolution years, this book narrates William Franklin’s
exile in Britain following the American victory. It examines his efforts to
advocate for Loyalist rights and his attempts to reconcile with his father.
The story highlights the personal costs of political allegiance during
turbulent times.

7. The Loyal Son: William Franklin’s Struggle Between Family and Politics
This biography emphasizes the emotional and ideological conflict experienced
by William Franklin as he navigated his loyalty to the British Crown and his
relationship with his father. It provides a detailed analysis of his
political career and personal hardships. The book also explores the broader
context of Loyalist families during the revolution.

8. William Franklin and the Loyalist Cause

An in-depth exploration of William Franklin’s leadership within the Loyalist
movement, this book discusses his strategies, alliances, and the challenges
he faced. It sheds light on Loyalist military and political efforts in New
Jersey and the broader colonies. The narrative contextualizes his decisions
within the larger struggle for America’s future.



9. The Son Who Stayed Loyal: William Franklin’s Role in American History
This book offers a comprehensive overview of William Franklin’'s life,
emphasizing his unique position as the son of a founding father who remained
loyal to Britain. It reflects on his legacy and the lasting implications of
his choices for American history. The author provides a balanced view of his
contributions and controversies.
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