
wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay

wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay is an essential reference for anyone working with electrical circuits,

automotive applications, or industrial controls. Understanding how to interpret and implement these

diagrams ensures correct installation and optimal functioning of the relay in various systems. A 4 pin

relay typically consists of a coil and a pair of switch terminals, enabling it to control a circuit by opening

or closing contacts. This article delves into the components of a 4 pin relay, explains the standard

wiring configurations, and highlights practical applications. Additionally, it covers troubleshooting tips

and safety precautions, making it an all-encompassing guide for professionals and hobbyists alike. The

content is designed to enhance comprehension of relay wiring and promote efficient circuit design.

Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this comprehensive guide.

Understanding the Basics of a 4 Pin Relay

Standard Wiring Diagram for a 4 Pin Relay

Practical Applications of a 4 Pin Relay

Troubleshooting Common Relay Wiring Issues

Safety Precautions When Wiring a 4 Pin Relay

Understanding the Basics of a 4 Pin Relay

A 4 pin relay is an electromechanical switch that uses an electromagnetic coil to open or close a set of

electrical contacts. It is widely used in automotive circuits, home automation, and industrial control

systems to manage high current loads safely with low current signals. The four pins typically include



two coil terminals and two switch terminals. When voltage is applied to the coil, it energizes the relay,

causing the switch contacts to either open or close depending on the relay type. This mechanism

allows control of a separate circuit without direct electrical connection between the control and load

sides.

Components of a 4 Pin Relay

The main components of a 4 pin relay include:

Coil Terminals: Two pins connected to the relay coil, which when energized, create a magnetic

field.

Common Terminal (COM): The moving part of the switch that connects either to the Normally

Open or Normally Closed terminal depending on the relay state.

Normally Open (NO) Terminal: The contact that remains open when the relay coil is de-energized

and closes when energized.

Normally Closed (NC) Terminal: Not always present in a 4 pin relay, but when available, it

remains closed when the coil is de-energized and opens when energized.

In a standard 4 pin relay, two pins serve as coil terminals and two as switch terminals, usually a

common and a normally open contact.

Standard Wiring Diagram for a 4 Pin Relay

The wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay illustrates how to connect the relay within an electrical circuit

properly. This diagram is crucial for ensuring correct operation and avoiding damage to components.

The standard wiring configuration consists of the coil pins connected to the control voltage source and



the switch pins connected to the load and power supply. Proper identification of each pin is necessary

to wire the relay correctly.

Pin Identification and Function

Each pin in a 4 pin relay has a specific function:

Pin 85: Connected to the coil, usually to ground in automotive or control circuits.1.

Pin 86: Connected to the coil, typically to the control voltage or trigger source.2.

Pin 30: Common terminal for the switch contacts, connected to the power supply or battery.3.

Pin 87: Normally open contact that connects to the load, which powers on when the relay is4.

energized.

Note that the numbering may vary depending on the relay manufacturer, but this is the common

convention used in automotive relays.

Step-by-Step Wiring Process

To wire a 4 pin relay according to the standard diagram, follow these steps:

Identify the coil terminals (pins 85 and 86) and connect them to the control switch and ground,

respectively.

Connect the common terminal (pin 30) to the power source or battery positive terminal.

Connect the normally open terminal (pin 87) to the device or load requiring power.



When the control switch activates the coil, the relay closes the circuit between pins 30 and 87,

powering the load.

This method ensures that the relay acts as a switch controlled by a low current signal to safely operate

higher current devices.

Practical Applications of a 4 Pin Relay

A wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay is applicable in numerous practical scenarios. Relays enable control

of devices that require higher voltage or current than a control switch can handle directly.

Understanding relay wiring is essential for effective system design and reliable operation.

Automotive Applications

In automotive circuits, 4 pin relays are commonly used for:

Controlling headlights, fog lights, and auxiliary lighting

Operating fuel pumps and cooling fans

Powering starter motors and other high-current devices

Proper wiring ensures that the relay handles the high current without overloading switches or wiring

harnesses.

Home and Industrial Automation

In home automation systems, 4 pin relays can control appliances, lighting systems, or HVAC



components remotely. Industrial control panels also use these relays to switch motors, solenoids, and

other machinery components safely. The wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay assists in integrating these

devices into automated control systems effectively.

Troubleshooting Common Relay Wiring Issues

Incorrect wiring of a 4 pin relay can lead to malfunction, equipment damage, or safety hazards.

Troubleshooting involves verifying the wiring against the relay diagram and testing the relay's

operation.

Common Problems and Solutions

Relay Not Activating: Check coil voltage and ground connections; verify control switch

functionality.

Relay Clicking but Load Not Powered: Inspect switch terminal connections, ensure correct

polarity and load wiring.

Intermittent Operation: Look for loose or corroded connections in the coil or switch terminals.

Burned or Damaged Relay: Verify the relay specifications match the load requirements to prevent

overcurrent damage.

Using a multimeter to test coil resistance and continuity of switch contacts can further assist in

diagnosing relay issues.



Safety Precautions When Wiring a 4 Pin Relay

Safety is paramount when working with electrical relays to prevent injury, equipment damage, or fire

hazards. Following proper wiring standards and precautions ensures a secure and reliable setup.

Key Safety Guidelines

Disconnect Power: Always disconnect power sources before wiring or modifying relay circuits.1.

Use Correct Relay Ratings: Ensure the relay’s voltage and current ratings are suitable for the2.

intended application.

Secure Connections: Use proper connectors and ensure tight wiring to prevent shorts and loose3.

contacts.

Follow Wiring Diagrams: Adhere strictly to the wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay to avoid miswiring.4.

Insulate Exposed Wires: Use heat shrink tubing or electrical tape to cover exposed conductors.5.

Test Before Use: Verify the relay operation with a test setup before final installation.6.

Implementing these precautions minimizes risks and enhances the longevity and performance of relay-

controlled circuits.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a 4 pin relay and how does it work?

A 4 pin relay is an electromechanical switch that uses an electromagnet to open or close a circuit. It

typically has four pins: two for the coil input and two for the switch contacts (common and normally

open). When current flows through the coil, it activates the switch to connect the circuit.

How do I read a wiring diagram for a 4 pin relay?

In a 4 pin relay wiring diagram, pins 85 and 86 are usually the coil terminals, while pins 30 and 87 are

the common and normally open contacts. When the coil is energized, the connection between pins 30

and 87 closes, allowing current to flow through the switched circuit.

Can I use a 4 pin relay to control a high current device?

Yes, a 4 pin relay is commonly used to control high current devices by using a low current control

circuit. The relay isolates the control circuit from the high current load, protecting delicate electronics.

What is the difference between a 4 pin and a 5 pin relay wiring

diagram?

A 4 pin relay has two coil pins and two switch pins (normally open), whereas a 5 pin relay adds a

normally closed contact. The 5 pin relay allows switching between normally open and normally closed

circuits, offering more control options.

How do I wire a 4 pin relay to a 12V automotive circuit?

Connect pin 85 to the ground, pin 86 to the 12V control signal (e.g., ignition switch), pin 30 to the

battery positive through a fuse, and pin 87 to the device you want to power. When the control signal

energizes the coil, the relay closes the circuit between pins 30 and 87.

What precautions should I take when wiring a 4 pin relay?

Ensure correct pin identification to avoid damage, use a suitable fuse for the load, verify coil voltage



ratings match your control voltage, and if applicable, include a flyback diode across the coil pins to

protect against voltage spikes.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Automotive Relays: A Practical Guide

This book provides an in-depth look at automotive relays, including 4-pin relay wiring diagrams. It

covers the basics of relay operation, common wiring configurations, and troubleshooting techniques.

Ideal for both beginners and experienced mechanics, it explains how to integrate relays into various

automotive circuits effectively.

2. Mastering Electrical Wiring: Relays and Control Circuits

Focusing on electrical wiring fundamentals, this book dives into control circuits using relays, including

detailed 4-pin relay wiring schematics. It offers step-by-step instructions on designing and

implementing relay circuits in residential and industrial settings. Readers gain insights into relay coil

activation, contact arrangements, and safety precautions.

3. The Relay Handbook: Design, Wiring, and Applications

A comprehensive resource on relay technology, this handbook covers various types of relays with

special emphasis on 4-pin relays. It explains wiring diagrams, connection methods, and application

scenarios across different industries. The book also discusses relay selection criteria and maintenance

best practices.

4. Automotive Electrical Systems and Wiring Diagrams

This book is tailored for automotive technicians and enthusiasts seeking to understand vehicle

electrical systems. It includes detailed wiring diagrams for 4-pin relays used in car lighting, ignition, and

accessory circuits. The author provides practical tips for diagnosing relay-related issues and upgrading

electrical components.

5. Practical Electronics for Hobbyists: Relays and Switches

Ideal for electronics hobbyists, this guide covers the use of relays in various DIY projects. It explains



the wiring of 4-pin relays with clear diagrams and examples, including how to control high-voltage

circuits with low-voltage signals. The book encourages hands-on experimentation and safe circuit

design.

6. Electrical Control Relays: Theory and Practice

This text delves into the theoretical and practical aspects of control relays, featuring detailed wiring

diagrams for 4-pin relays. It explains relay coil operation, contact configurations, and how to integrate

relays into automation and control systems. The book is suitable for students and professionals in

electrical engineering.

7. Wiring Diagrams and Schematics for Beginners

Designed for novices, this book simplifies the understanding of wiring diagrams, including those for 4-

pin relays. It teaches how to read and interpret schematic symbols, trace circuits, and build basic relay

circuits. The clear illustrations and straightforward explanations make it a helpful starting point for

learners.

8. Relay Circuits for Industrial Automation

Focusing on industrial applications, this book covers relay circuit design with an emphasis on 4-pin

relay wiring configurations. It discusses how relays are used to control motors, pumps, and other

machinery in automated systems. Readers learn to create reliable and efficient relay-based control

panels.

9. DIY Electrical Projects: Using 4-Pin Relays Safely

This practical guide helps DIY enthusiasts incorporate 4-pin relays into home electrical projects safely

and effectively. It includes wiring diagrams, safety tips, and project ideas such as remote switches and

automated lighting. The book stresses the importance of understanding relay wiring to avoid common

pitfalls and hazards.
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