witnesses of the unseen seven years in
guantanamo

Witnesses of the Unseen: Seven Years in Guantanamo is a poignant exploration of
the experiences and testimonies of individuals who have been detained at the Guantanamo
Bay detention camp. This facility, established in the wake of the September 11 attacks, has
become synonymous with controversial practices of detention and interrogation. Over the
years, numerous detainees have shared their harrowing stories, shedding light on the
psychological and physical ramifications of their experiences. In this article, we delve into
the narratives of these witnesses, the implications of their testimonies, and the broader
context of human rights associated with Guantanamo.

The Background of Guantanamo Bay Detention
Camp

The Guantanamo Bay detention camp, located on the U.S. naval base in Cuba, was
established in 2002 to house suspected terrorists captured during the War on Terror.
Since its inception, it has been a focal point for discussions around human rights, legality,
and ethics in warfare.

Initial Purpose and Controversies

- Counterterrorism Measures: The U.S. government justified the camp's establishment as a
necessary measure to detain and interrogate individuals who posed significant threats to
national security.

- Legal Gray Areas: Detainees at Guantanamo were often classified as "unlawful
combatants," which allowed the U.S. to circumvent standard legal protections afforded to
prisoners of war under the Geneva Conventions.

- Human Rights Violations: Reports of torture, indefinite detention without trial, and lack
of legal representation have sparked international outrage and numerous legal challenges.

Personal Accounts of Detainees

The voices of those who endured the conditions of Guantanamo are crucial for
understanding the true impact of the facility on individual lives. These accounts often
reveal the psychological toll and the broader implications of such a controversial detention
center.



Stories of Survival

1. Mohamedou Ould Slahi: Author of "Guantanamo Diary," Slahi’s narrative documents his
fourteen-year detention and brutal interrogation techniques used against him. His story
highlights the resilience of the human spirit despite overwhelming adversity.

2. Shaker Aamer: A British resident who was held for over fourteen years without charge,
Aamer’s testimony focuses on the inhumane treatment and the psychological impact of
prolonged isolation.

3. Binyam Mohamed: A former detainee who was subjected to extraordinary rendition and
torture, Mohamed's experience underscores the violation of human rights and the
complexities of international law.

The Psychological Impact of Detention

The testimonies of former detainees often reveal a range of psychological issues stemming
from their experiences:

- Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): Many detainees report symptoms consistent with
PTSD, including flashbacks, anxiety, and depression.

- Isolation and Loneliness: Long periods of solitary confinement have left lasting impacts,
with many struggling to reintegrate into society after release.

- Trust Issues: The betrayal felt by detainees, especially in cases of torture and
mistreatment, leads to profound difficulties in building relationships and trust in others.

The Role of Legal Advocacy

Legal advocacy has played a crucial role in addressing the injustices faced by detainees at
Guantanamo Bay.

Key Organizations Involved

- American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): The ACLU has been at the forefront of legal
challenges against the detention practices at Guantanamo, advocating for the rights of
detainees.

- Reprieve: This organization provides legal and investigative support to individuals facing
the death penalty and those held without charge in Guantanamo.

- Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR): The CCR has worked to challenge the legality of
detention at Guantanamo and has represented many detainees in their legal battles.

Significant Legal Battles

Some landmark cases have helped shape the legal landscape surrounding Guantanamo:



1. Rasul v. Bush (2004): This case granted U.S. courts jurisdiction over the detainees at
Guantanamo, allowing for legal representation and the ability to challenge their detention.
2. Boumediene v. Bush (2008): The Supreme Court ruled that Guantanamo detainees have
the constitutional right to seek habeas corpus, a pivotal moment in the fight for justice.

The International Response and Human Rights
Implications

The existence of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp has sparked global condemnation
and raised serious questions about human rights practices by the United States.

Global Outcry and Human Rights Advocacy

- United Nations Involvement: Various UN bodies have criticized the U.S. for its practices
at Guantanamo, calling for the closure of the facility and the end of indefinite detention.

- Human Rights Organizations: Groups such as Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch have continuously campaigned for the rights of detainees and highlighted the need
for accountability.

The Debate on National Security vs. Human Rights

The ongoing debate surrounding Guantanamo often revolves around the tension between
national security interests and the protection of human rights. Critics argue that the
methods employed by the U.S. in the name of security have led to severe violations of
basic human rights, undermining the very principles that the U.S. claims to uphold.

The Future of Guantanamo Bay

As of 2023, Guantanamo Bay remains open, albeit with a significantly reduced number of
detainees. The future of the facility is uncertain, and discussions continue regarding its
eventual closure.

Prospects for Closure

1. Political Will: The decision to close Guantanamo will heavily depend on the political
landscape within the United States and the willingness of lawmakers to address the
complex issues surrounding the facility.

2. Continued Advocacy: Ongoing advocacy from human rights organizations and former
detainees will play a critical role in keeping the spotlight on Guantanamo and its
implications for justice and freedom.



Conclusion

The narratives of the witnesses of the unseen: seven years in Guantanamo serve as
powerful reminders of the human cost of the War on Terror. As more stories emerge, the
need for accountability, justice, and a commitment to human rights becomes ever more
pressing. The voices of these detainees are not just testimonies of suffering; they are calls
to action for a future where justice prevails over injustice. Understanding their
experiences is crucial for ensuring that such violations are never repeated, fostering a
commitment to a more humane approach to national security and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of "Witnesses of the Unseen:
Seven Years in Guantanamo'?

The book primarily focuses on the personal accounts and experiences of individuals held in
Guantanamo Bay, highlighting their struggles, resilience, and the impact of indefinite
detention on their lives.

Who is the author of "'Witnesses of the Unseen: Seven
Years in Guantanamo'?

The book is authored by a former Guantanamo detainee, reflecting his firsthand
experiences and insights during his time in the detention facility.

How does the book address the theme of human rights?

The book addresses human rights by detailing the violations experienced by detainees,
advocating for justice, and calling for accountability for the treatment of individuals held
at Guantanamo.

What impact has "Witnesses of the Unseen' had on
public perception of Guantanamo Bay?

The book has contributed to raising awareness and prompting discussions about the legal
and ethical implications of Guantanamo Bay, challenging narratives around terrorism and
justice.

Are there any notable testimonials featured in
'Witnesses of the Unseen'?

Yes, the book features several powerful testimonials from former detainees, illustrating
their personal stories and the psychological effects of their experiences.



What are some of the key messages conveyed in
'Witnesses of the Unseen'?

Key messages include the importance of empathy towards detainees, the need for reform
in the justice system, and the call to remember the humanity of those affected by the war
on terror.
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