wolf of wall street analysis

Wolf of Wall Street analysis is a deep dive into one of the most controversial yet
compelling films of the 21st century. Directed by Martin Scorsese and released in 2013,
"The Wolf of Wall Street" is based on the true story of Jordan Belfort, a stockbroker who
rose to immense wealth and power in the finance world, only to fall from grace due to his
involvement in rampant corruption and fraud. The film captures the excesses of Wall
Street in the late 1980s and early 1990s, showcasing not only the financial motivation
behind Belfort's actions but also the moral decay that accompanied his rise. This article
will analyze the film's themes, characters, and its cultural impact, while also examining
the real-life events that inspired it.

Plot Summary

"The Wolf of Wall Street" follows the life of Jordan Belfort, played by Leonardo DiCaprio,
who begins his career as a humble stockbroker. His life takes a dramatic turn when he is
introduced to the high-stakes world of penny stocks, where he quickly finds success and
begins to build his own brokerage firm, Stratton Oakmont. Belfort's rise to power is
marked by extravagant parties, drug use, and a hedonistic lifestyle, all fueled by the
wealth generated from his questionable business practices.

As the film progresses, Belfort's empire grows, leading to increased scrutiny from the FBI.
Despite his warnings and attempts to evade capture, the consequences of his actions
eventually catch up to him. The film culminates in his arrest and subsequent cooperation
with federal authorities, highlighting the inevitable downfall that accompanies unchecked
greed.

Thematic Analysis

Greed and Excess

At its core, "The Wolf of Wall Street" is a critique of greed. The film presents a world
where the pursuit of wealth is prioritized above all else, showcasing the lengths to which
individuals will go to obtain it. Belfort embodies this ethos, exemplifying the idea that
financial success grants individuals the freedom to live without boundaries.

Key points on greed and excess include:

- Materialism: The film features opulent lifestyles, including lavish parties, expensive cars,
and extravagant vacations, underscoring the emptiness of material wealth.

- Moral Ambiguity: Characters justify their unethical behavior through the lens of financial
success, suggesting that wealth absolves them of moral responsibility.

- Consequences of Excess: The film ultimately illustrates that unchecked greed leads to



self-destruction and legal repercussions.

Corruption and Fraud

Belfort's story is also a stark reminder of the pervasive corruption in the financial industry.
The film delves into the tactics employed by Stratton Oakmont to manipulate stock prices,
deceive investors, and evade regulatory oversight. This theme resonates with real-world
events, as the 2008 financial crisis exposed similar corruption within Wall Street.

Key aspects of corruption and fraud include:

- Pump and Dump Schemes: Belfort and his associates artificially inflate stock prices to
sell at a profit, leaving investors with worthless shares.

- Regulatory Evasion: The film portrays the lengths to which Belfort goes to avoid
detection, highlighting the failures of regulatory bodies to keep Wall Street in check.

- Ethical Dilemmas: The characters face moral choices that often lead them to prioritize
profit over integrity, reflecting a broader critique of corporate culture.

The Allure of Power

The film also explores the allure of power and how it can corrupt individuals. Belfort's
ascent to prominence provides him with influence over his peers and employees, fostering
an environment where unethical behavior is normalized.

Key points regarding power include:

- Manipulation of Others: Belfort uses his charm and charisma to manipulate those around
him, creating a toxic workplace culture that thrives on greed and excess.

- Fear of Losing Power: As the FBI closes in, Belfort's desperation to maintain his lifestyle
leads him to make increasingly reckless decisions.

- Isolation: Despite the apparent camaraderie among his colleagues, Belfort ultimately
finds himself isolated as the consequences of his actions unfold.

Character Analysis

Jordan Belfort

Jordan Belfort is the film's protagonist and antagonist. DiCaprio’s performance portrays
him as both charismatic and morally bankrupt. His character represents the duality of
ambition and corruption.

Key attributes of Jordan Belfort include:



- Charisma: Belfort's ability to charm and persuade becomes a powerful tool in his rise to
power.

- Ambition: His relentless pursuit of wealth drives the narrative, showcasing the dangers
of unchecked ambition.

- Downfall: Belfort's eventual arrest serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating that no one is
above the law.

Donnie Azoff

Donnie Azoff, played by Jonah Hill, serves as Belfort's right-hand man. His character is a
blend of comic relief and a cautionary example of the impact of corruption.

Key aspects of Donnie Azoff include:

- Loyalty: Azoff's unwavering loyalty to Belfort highlights the cult-like environment at
Stratton Oakmont.

- Excessive Lifestyle: His indulgent lifestyle further emphasizes the film's themes of excess
and the consequences of greed.

- Morality: Azoff’s actions raise questions about personal responsibility and the influence
of peer pressure.

Cultural Impact

"The Wolf of Wall Street" has left a significant mark on popular culture, becoming a
reference point for discussions about greed, corruption, and the financial industry. Its
provocative portrayal of excess has sparked debates on the morality of wealth and the
ethical responsibilities of those in power.

Key points regarding the film's cultural impact:

- Influence on Business Culture: The film has prompted conversations about the ethical
standards in finance and the importance of corporate responsibility.

- Public Perception of Wall Street: The portrayal of Wall Street in the film has contributed
to a negative perception of the financial industry, especially in the wake of economic
crises.

- Legacy of Jordan Belfort: Belfort’s story has become a cautionary tale, reminding
audiences of the risks associated with unchecked ambition and greed.

Conclusion

In summary, "The Wolf of Wall Street" serves as a multifaceted commentary on greed,
excess, and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals in the pursuit of wealth. Through its
compelling characters and provocative themes, the film captures the zeitgeist of an era
defined by financial exploitation. As audiences reflect on Belfort's rise and fall, they are
left with important lessons about the consequences of unchecked ambition and the ethical



obligations that accompany success. Ultimately, the film remains a powerful exploration of
the darker side of the American Dream, serving as both entertainment and a cautionary
tale for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Wolf of Wall
Street'?

The main themes include greed, excess, the moral ambiguity of capitalism, and the
consequences of a hedonistic lifestyle.

How does the film depict the culture of Wall Street
during the 1990s?

The film portrays Wall Street as a high-stakes environment driven by ambition, wealth,
and reckless behavior, emphasizing the aggressive pursuit of money and status.

What role does Jordan Belfort's character play in
illustrating the dangers of unchecked ambition?

Jordan Belfort's character exemplifies the pitfalls of unchecked ambition, as his relentless
pursuit of wealth leads to moral corruption, legal troubles, and personal downfall.

In what ways does 'The Wolf of Wall Street' challenge
the audience’s perception of success?

The film challenges traditional perceptions of success by showcasing the dark side of
wealth and the emptiness that often accompanies a life devoted solely to material gain.

How does the film use humor to address serious issues
like fraud and corruption?

The film employs dark humor and satire to highlight the absurdity of the characters’
actions, making serious issues like fraud and corruption more accessible and engaging for
the audience.

What cinematic techniques does Martin Scorsese use to
enhance the storytelling in 'The Wolf of Wall Street'?

Scorsese uses dynamic camera movements, rapid editing, and a vibrant color palette to
create an energetic narrative, immersing the audience in the chaotic world of Belfort and
his firm.
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