
wolfgang borchert the man outside
Wolfgang Borchert: The Man Outside was a significant figure in German literature, whose
works encapsulated the struggles of a post-war society. Borchert was not only a
playwright and poet but also a soldier who faced the horrors of World War II, which deeply
influenced his writing. His life and works are emblematic of the disillusionment and
despair experienced by many in Germany during the mid-20th century. This article
explores Borchert's life, his literary contributions, and the themes prevalent in his works,
particularly focusing on his most famous piece, "Draußen vor der Tür" (The Man Outside).

Early Life and Background

Wolfgang Borchert was born on May 20, 1921, in Hamburg, Germany. His early life was
marked by the rising political tensions in Germany, particularly the ascent of the Nazi
regime.

Family and Education

- Parents: His father was a soldier in World War I, and his mother was a teacher. This
military background, combined with his mother’s educational influence, nurtured
Borchert's early interest in literature.
- Education: He attended the Hamburg Gymnasium, where he excelled in literature and
drama. However, his education was interrupted by the war, which had a lasting impact on
his worldview and writing style.

Impact of World War II

Borchert's experiences during the war profoundly shaped his perspectives. He served in
the German army but was wounded and later became a prisoner of war. These experiences
instilled in him a sense of existential despair and a deep empathy for human suffering.

- Prisoner of War: After being captured, Borchert spent time in a French prison camp. The
trauma of war and the experiences he faced there fed into his literary voice, leading him to
explore themes of alienation and despair.
- Post-War Germany: Upon returning to Germany in 1947, he encountered a country
ravaged by war, having lost its moral compass. This environment became a fertile ground
for his literary explorations.

Literary Career

Wolfgang Borchert's literary career was tragically short, lasting only a few years until his



death in 1947. However, the impact of his work has been enduring.

Major Works

1. Draußen vor der Tür (The Man Outside): Written in 1947, this play is perhaps
Borchert's most famous work. It tells the story of a soldier returning home after the war,
only to find himself alienated and unwelcome.

2. Theater Pieces: Borchert wrote several one-act plays that reflect the struggles of
individuals in a fractured society. These include "Die Hundeblume" (The Dog Flower) and
"An die Wand" (To the Wall).

3. Poetry: His poetry often reflects the themes of suffering, loss, and existential angst,
with a raw emotional intensity.

Style and Themes

Borchert's writing is characterized by its stark realism and emotional depth. His works
often explore the following themes:

- Alienation and Isolation: Characters in his plays frequently feel disconnected from
society, illustrating the psychological scars left by war.

- The Absurdity of Life: His stories often depict the absurdity of human existence in the
face of overwhelming suffering, a hallmark of post-war literature.

- Human Suffering: Borchert’s works are imbued with a deep empathy for human
suffering, reflecting his own experiences during the war.

- Existentialism: Influenced by existential philosophy, his characters grapple with
questions of meaning and purpose in a seemingly indifferent universe.

Draußen vor der Tür: Analysis

"Draußen vor der Tür" is a seminal work that encapsulates Borchert's literary voice and
the broader societal issues of post-war Germany.

Plot Overview

The play centers around a soldier named Beckmann, who returns home from the war only
to find himself rejected by society. He stands outside his home, metaphorically and
literally, as he grapples with his experiences and the changes in his life.



- Beckmann’s Struggles: As he confronts the reality of his situation, he is unable to
reintegrate into a society that has moved on without him.
- Symbolism of the Door: The door serves as a powerful symbol throughout the play,
representing both opportunity and rejection. Beckmann's inability to enter signifies his
alienation.

Character Analysis

- Beckmann: The protagonist embodies the disillusionment of a generation. His journey
reflects the struggle to find a place in a world that has been irrevocably changed.
- Supporting Characters: Other characters represent various facets of society, including
indifference, empathy, and the burden of guilt. Each interaction highlights the pervasive
sense of alienation experienced by returning soldiers.

Stylistic Elements

Borchert’s use of language is poignant and evocative. He employs:

- Symbolism: The recurring image of the door symbolizes barriers to reintegration and
acceptance.
- Realism: His dialogue is raw and realistic, capturing the emotional turmoil of his
characters.
- Monologues: Characters often engage in lengthy monologues that reveal their inner
struggles and existential dilemmas.

Legacy and Influence

Wolfgang Borchert’s works resonate with readers and audiences to this day. His
exploration of themes such as alienation, the absurdity of life, and human suffering has
influenced countless writers and playwrights.

Posthumous Recognition

Despite his early death at the age of 26, Borchert's work has garnered significant acclaim:

- Literary Awards: He received several posthumous awards, recognizing his contributions
to German literature.
- Adaptations: His plays have been adapted for the stage and screen, continuing to reach
new audiences.



Influence on Contemporary Literature

Borchert's influence can be seen in the works of later writers who grappled with the
themes of war and existentialism. His ability to capture the human condition in the
aftermath of trauma has made him a pivotal figure in post-war literature.

Conclusion

Wolfgang Borchert: The Man Outside remains a crucial figure in understanding the
psychological landscape of post-war Germany. His experiences during the war shaped not
only his life but also his literary voice, allowing him to capture the essence of human
suffering and alienation. Through works like "Draußen vor der Tür," Borchert invites us to
confront the harsh realities of existence, making his contributions to literature invaluable.
His legacy endures, reminding us of the importance of empathy and the need to address
the scars left by conflict in our society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in Wolfgang
Borchert's play 'The Man Outside'?
The central themes include alienation, the struggle for identity, the impact of war, and the
search for human connection in a post-war society.

How does Wolfgang Borchert use symbolism in 'The
Man Outside'?
Borchert employs symbolism through the character of the man who represents the
disillusionment of war veterans, and the outside world symbolizes societal rejection and
isolation.

What is the significance of the title 'The Man Outside'?
The title signifies the protagonist's physical and emotional exile from society, highlighting
his inability to reintegrate after the trauma of war.

In what ways does 'The Man Outside' reflect the
historical context of post-World War II Germany?
The play reflects the historical context by depicting the psychological scars of war, the
sense of hopelessness, and the existential crisis faced by individuals in post-war Germany.



What literary techniques does Borchert employ in 'The
Man Outside' to convey his messages?
Borchert uses stark dialogue, fragmented narrative structures, and vivid imagery to
convey themes of despair and the complexity of human emotions.

How does the character development in 'The Man
Outside' enhance the overall message of the play?
The character development illustrates the internal conflict of the protagonist, showcasing
his transformation and the struggle to find belonging, thus reinforcing the play's message
about the effects of war on the human psyche.

What impact did 'The Man Outside' have on post-war
German literature?
The play had a significant impact by introducing themes of existentialism and trauma,
influencing a generation of writers to explore the psychological effects of war in their
works.
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