
wong and wong first days of school
Wong and Wong First Days of School are pivotal moments in the educational journey of
both teachers and students, marking the beginning of a new academic year filled with
opportunities, challenges, and learning experiences. The strategies employed by educators
during these initial days can set the tone for the rest of the school year. This article
explores the concepts introduced by Harry and Rosemary Wong in their book "The First
Days of School: How to Be an Effective Teacher," which emphasizes the importance of
establishing a structured and welcoming environment for students.

Understanding the Wongs’ Philosophy

The Wongs advocate for a systematic approach to classroom management and instruction.
They believe that the first days of school are critical in laying the foundation for a
productive and positive learning environment. Their philosophy can be summed up in the
following key components:

1. Establishing Classroom Expectations

One of the first steps in the Wong framework is to clearly outline the expectations for
behavior and academic performance. This involves:

- Setting Rules: Teachers should create a concise list of rules that are easy to remember.
These rules should be positively stated and focus on what students should do rather than
what they should avoid.
- Communicating Procedures: Procedures define how tasks should be performed in the
classroom. For example, teachers should explain how to enter the classroom, how to ask for
help, and how to submit assignments.
- Modeling Behavior: It is crucial for teachers to model the expected behavior and
procedures during the first days, demonstrating what compliant behavior looks like.

2. Building Relationships

Building strong relationships with students is essential for fostering a safe and inclusive
classroom environment. The Wongs emphasize:

- Getting to Know Students: Teachers should spend time learning about their students'
interests, backgrounds, and learning styles. This can be accomplished through icebreaker
activities, surveys, or casual conversations.
- Creating a Welcoming Atmosphere: A warm and inviting classroom can make students feel
comfortable and valued. This can include decorations, seating arrangements, and a friendly
demeanor from the teacher.
- Encouraging Collaboration: Facilitating group work or partner activities can help students
build connections with one another and foster a sense of community.



The First Day: Planning and Execution

The first day of school is often a whirlwind of emotions for both students and teachers.
Proper planning can help ensure that this day runs smoothly. Here are some strategies for
an effective first day:

1. Prepare the Classroom

Before students arrive, teachers should ensure that the classroom is organized and ready
for learning. Key aspects include:

- Arranging the Furniture: Consider the layout of the classroom to encourage interaction
and visibility. Desks should be arranged in a way that fosters collaboration.
- Displaying Student Work: Showcasing student achievements from previous years or
welcoming messages can create a sense of belonging.
- Setting Up Supplies: Ensure that all necessary supplies, such as textbooks, writing
materials, and technology, are readily available.

2. Designing the Schedule

Having a structured schedule for the first day can help alleviate anxiety for both students
and teachers. Suggested elements of the schedule include:

- Welcome and Introductions: Start the day by introducing yourself and sharing your
passion for teaching. Encourage students to introduce themselves as well.
- Reviewing the Class Rules and Procedures: Dedicate time to discuss the classroom
expectations and procedures in detail. This can involve interactive activities to reinforce
understanding.
- Engaging Activities: Plan some fun and engaging activities that allow students to get to
know each other and feel comfortable in their new environment.

3. Establishing Routines

The first days of school should focus on establishing routines that will carry through the
year. Important routines include:

- Morning Routine: Define how students should enter the classroom and what they should
do upon arrival.
- Transitioning Between Activities: Teach students how to smoothly transition from one
activity to another, minimizing downtime and distractions.
- End-of-Day Procedures: Communicate what students should do at the end of the day, such
as packing up, cleaning up, and preparing for dismissal.



Engaging Families and the Community

In addition to focusing on students, the Wongs emphasize the importance of involving
families and the community in the educational process. Engaging families can significantly
impact a student's success.

1. Open House and Parent Meetings

Organizing an open house or parent-teacher meetings early in the school year can help
establish a partnership with families. Considerations for these events include:

- Sharing Your Vision: Clearly communicate your goals for the year and how parents can
support their children’s learning.
- Providing Resources: Offer materials or resources that parents can use at home to
reinforce classroom learning.
- Encouraging Communication: Set the expectation for ongoing communication between
home and school, including regular updates on student progress.

2. Community Involvement

Building connections with the local community can enhance the educational experience.
Ideas for involving the community include:

- Guest Speakers: Invite community members to share their expertise or experiences with
the class.
- Field Trips: Organize trips to local businesses, museums, or cultural centers to enrich the
curriculum.
- Service Projects: Engage students in community service projects that foster a sense of
responsibility and connection.

Reflecting on the First Days of School

After the initial days, it is essential for teachers to reflect on their experiences and make
necessary adjustments. Reflective practices can include:

- Gathering Feedback: Ask students for feedback on what they enjoyed and what could be
improved in the classroom.
- Self-Evaluation: Teachers should assess their own performance, identifying areas where
they excelled and where they may need to grow.
- Adapting Strategies: Based on feedback and self-reflection, teachers should be willing to
adapt their approach to better meet the needs of their students.



Conclusion

The first days of school are a crucial time for setting the stage for a successful academic
year. By implementing the strategies outlined by Wong and Wong, educators can create a
positive, structured, and engaging learning environment that fosters student success.
Through clear expectations, relationship building, and community involvement, teachers
can ensure that both they and their students are prepared to embark on a rewarding
educational journey. The impact of a well-planned start can resonate throughout the year,
making the first days of school a transformative experience for all involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Wong and Wong's First
Days of School'?
The book explores themes of friendship, cultural identity, and the challenges of adapting to
a new environment in a school setting.

How do Wong and Wong support each other during
their first days of school?
Wong and Wong support each other by sharing their experiences, encouraging one another
to face their fears, and celebrating their unique backgrounds.

What lessons can children learn from 'Wong and Wong's
First Days of School'?
Children can learn about the importance of empathy, the value of diversity, and how to
navigate new experiences with a positive attitude.

Who is the target audience for 'Wong and Wong's First
Days of School'?
The target audience includes young children, particularly those starting school for the first
time, as well as educators and parents looking for relatable stories.

What makes 'Wong and Wong's First Days of School' a
relevant read for today's children?
The book addresses contemporary issues such as inclusion, understanding differences, and
the emotional challenges of starting school, making it highly relevant.



In what ways do Wong and Wong's backgrounds
influence their school experience?
Their backgrounds influence their perspectives, interactions with classmates, and how they
handle cultural differences and challenges in the school environment.

What artistic style is used in 'Wong and Wong's First
Days of School'?
The book features colorful illustrations that capture the emotions and experiences of Wong
and Wong, enhancing the storytelling.

How can educators use 'Wong and Wong's First Days of
School' in the classroom?
Educators can use the book to facilitate discussions on diversity, inclusion, and the
importance of friendship, as well as to help students share their own experiences.
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