
word among us vol 3 reflections on the
readings of the revised common
lectionary
Word Among Us Vol 3 invites us to delve deeper into the sacred texts of the Revised
Common Lectionary (RCL), offering reflections that encourage spiritual growth and a
deeper understanding of our faith. The RCL is a three-year cycle of biblical readings used
by many Christian denominations, allowing congregations to engage with a wide array of
scripture throughout the liturgical year. In this article, we will explore the significance of
these readings, reflect on their themes, and discuss how they can inform our daily lives.

Understanding the Revised Common Lectionary

The Revised Common Lectionary serves as a guide for the public worship of many
Christian communities. It organizes scripture readings into a systematic format that aligns
with the seasons of the church year, including Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and
Pentecost.

Structure of the RCL

The RCL consists of:

1. Old Testament Reading: Often reflects themes present in the Gospel reading.
2. Psalm: A responsive prayer or hymn that complements the readings.
3. Epistle Reading: A letter from the New Testament that provides guidance and
instruction.
4. Gospel Reading: The core message of Jesus, conveying his life, teachings, and
significance.

This structure allows worshippers to engage with a narrative that unfolds over time,
linking the themes of the Old and New Testaments.

The Purpose of the Lectionary

The RCL aims to:

- Encourage Unity: By using a common set of readings, churches can foster a sense of
unity among diverse congregations.
- Promote Diversity: The selection of readings allows for a rich exploration of biblical
themes and teachings.
- Facilitate Worship: The organized structure aids in creating cohesive worship services



that focus on scripture.

Reflections on Key Themes from Word Among Us
Vol 3

The reflections in Word Among Us Vol 3 provide insights into the readings of the RCL.
Each reflection draws attention to specific themes that resonate with contemporary life,
allowing individuals to connect more deeply with their faith.

The Theme of Grace

One of the most profound themes in the lectionary is the concept of grace. Throughout the
Gospels, Jesus extends grace to those marginalized by society, offering forgiveness and
healing.

- Key Passages: The story of the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11) exemplifies grace
in action. Jesus challenges the crowd, illustrating the importance of mercy over judgment.
- Reflection: In our lives, we must recognize areas where we can extend grace to others.
This may involve forgiving those who have wronged us or offering kindness to those in
need.

The Call to Discipleship

Another recurring theme is the call to discipleship. The RCL readings often highlight
Jesus’ invitation to follow him, which requires commitment and sacrifice.

- Key Passages: In Luke 9:23-24, Jesus states, “If anyone wants to become my follower, let
him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me.”
- Reflection: Discipleship calls us to examine our priorities and make decisions that align
with our faith. This can involve serving others, engaging in community service, or
advocating for justice.

Community and Belonging

The theme of community is woven throughout the readings, emphasizing the importance
of gathering together in faith.

- Key Passages: Acts 2:42-47 describes the early church as a community devoted to
teaching, fellowship, and prayer.
- Reflection: In today’s world, where isolation is common, we are reminded of the
significance of belonging to a faith community. Engaging in church activities, participating
in small groups, and building relationships can foster a deeper sense of belonging.



Practical Applications of the Reflections

The reflections offered in Word Among Us Vol 3 are not merely theoretical; they call us to
action. Here are practical ways to apply these themes in our daily lives:

1. Embrace Grace

- Practice Forgiveness: Identify someone in your life whom you need to forgive. Write them
a letter, express your feelings, or simply pray for them.
- Show Kindness: Make a conscious effort to perform acts of kindness throughout your
week, whether it’s helping a neighbor or volunteering at a local charity.

2. Deepen Discipleship

- Daily Reflection: Set aside time each day for prayer and scripture reading. Consider
journaling your thoughts and insights.
- Join a Study Group: Engage with others in a Bible study or discussion group to deepen
your understanding of scripture and strengthen your commitment to discipleship.

3. Build Community

- Attend Church Regularly: Make a commitment to attend church services and participate
in community events.
- Connect with Others: Reach out to fellow church members to build relationships,
whether through coffee meetings, phone calls, or attending social gatherings.

The Impact of Word Among Us Vol 3 on Spiritual
Growth

Engaging with Word Among Us Vol 3 invites individuals to not only reflect on scripture but
also to integrate its teachings into their spiritual journey. The reflections encourage
contemplation and action, leading to transformative experiences.

Encouraging Personal Reflection

Each reflection provides a moment for personal introspection, challenging readers to
consider how the themes resonate with their own lives. This practice fosters a deeper
understanding of oneself and a clearer sense of purpose.



Fostering Community Engagement

By emphasizing the importance of community, the reflections inspire individuals to
actively participate in their faith communities. This engagement not only strengthens
personal faith but also contributes to the collective mission of the church.

Conclusion

Word Among Us Vol 3 serves as a valuable resource for individuals seeking to deepen
their understanding of the Revised Common Lectionary readings. Through its reflections,
readers are invited to explore themes of grace, discipleship, and community, ultimately
leading to transformative spiritual growth. By applying these lessons in everyday life, we
not only enrich our own faith but also contribute positively to the lives of those around us.
As we reflect on these readings, may we find inspiration and strength to live out our faith
in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Word Among Us Vol 3' and how does it relate to
the Revised Common Lectionary?
'Word Among Us Vol 3' is a devotional resource that provides reflections and insights on
the readings from the Revised Common Lectionary, which is a three-year cycle of scripture
readings used in many Christian denominations.

How can the reflections in 'Word Among Us Vol 3'
enhance a reader's understanding of scripture?
The reflections in 'Word Among Us Vol 3' offer context, historical background, and
practical applications for the scripture passages, helping readers to connect the biblical
texts to their daily lives.

What themes are commonly explored in 'Word Among
Us Vol 3' based on the lectionary readings?
Common themes include grace, redemption, community, faith in action, and the nature of
God, reflecting the diverse messages found in the lectionary readings throughout the
liturgical year.

Who is the target audience for 'Word Among Us Vol 3'?
'Word Among Us Vol 3' is aimed at Christians who seek to deepen their understanding of
the Bible, including clergy, lay readers, and anyone interested in enhancing their spiritual



life through scripture.

How does 'Word Among Us Vol 3' address the challenges
of modern life in its reflections?
The reflections often draw parallels between the scriptural messages and contemporary
issues, providing practical advice and encouragement to navigate the complexities of
modern life through a faith-based lens.

Can 'Word Among Us Vol 3' be used for group study, and
if so, how?
Yes, 'Word Among Us Vol 3' can be used for group study by facilitating discussions on the
reflections, encouraging members to share their insights and applications of the readings,
and fostering a sense of community.

What role does prayer play in the 'Word Among Us Vol
3' reflections?
Prayer is emphasized as a vital component of the reflections, with suggestions for prayer
practices that accompany the readings to enhance spiritual growth and connection with
God.

How often are the reflections updated or revised in
'Word Among Us Vol 3'?
'Word Among Us Vol 3' is typically updated annually to align with the liturgical calendar
and incorporate fresh insights that resonate with current issues and themes in the church.

What feedback have readers provided about their
experiences with 'Word Among Us Vol 3'?
Readers often report that 'Word Among Us Vol 3' has deepened their understanding of
scripture, enriched their prayer life, and helped them apply biblical principles to their
everyday challenges.
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