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Words Their Way is a widely recognized literacy program that focuses on the
developmental stages of spelling and word study. It is designed to assist teachers in
guiding students through their spelling development in a systematic and engaging way.
Among the various stages identified in this program, the "Within Word Pattern Spellers"
represents a crucial phase where students enhance their understanding of vowel patterns,
consonant blends, and word structures. This article delves into the significance of word
sorts within this framework, providing practical strategies and insights for educators and
parents to implement effectively.

Understanding the Within Word Pattern Stage

The Within Word Pattern stage typically occurs between grades 1 and 4, though students
may enter this stage at different times based on their individual developmental timelines.
At this stage, students begin to recognize and manipulate phonetic patterns within words,
leading to improved spelling and reading proficiency.

Characteristics of Within Word Pattern Spellers

Students in this stage exhibit several key characteristics:

- Increased Awareness of Vowel Patterns: They start to notice common vowel patterns such
as long and short vowels.
- Recognition of Consonant Blends: Students become more adept at recognizing and using
blends and digraphs.
- Spelling Variations: They begin to explore different spelling variations for the same
phonetic sound, which is crucial for their development.
- Word Structure Understanding: Students develop an understanding of syllables and
morphemes, which helps them break down complex words.

The Role of Word Sorts in Instruction

Word sorts are a fundamental component of the Words Their Way approach. They provide a
hands-on, interactive way for students to explore and analyze words based on their
phonetic and spelling patterns. Through sorting activities, students can engage in a deeper
exploration of language, enhancing their reading and writing skills.



Types of Word Sorts

There are various types of word sorts that can be utilized for Within Word Pattern Spellers:

1. Open Sorts: In this type, students categorize words based on their own criteria. This
encourages critical thinking as they justify their sorting choices.
2. Closed Sorts: The teacher provides specific categories for students to sort words into.
This type is useful for introducing new patterns.
3. Blind Sorts: In this activity, students sort words without looking at them, relying solely on
their auditory skills. This helps reinforce phonetic understanding.

Implementing Word Sorts in the Classroom

To effectively implement word sorts, teachers can follow these steps:

1. Select a Word List: Choose a list of words that exemplify the target spelling patterns.
Ensure that the words are appropriate for the students’ developmental level.

2. Model the Sorting Process: Demonstrate how to sort words using a think-aloud strategy.
Explain the reasoning behind the categories chosen.

3. Student Sorting Activity: Allow students to engage in sorting activities, either individually
or in pairs. Provide them with word cards and sorting categories.

4. Discussion and Reflection: After sorting, encourage students to discuss their sorting
choices. This reflection helps solidify their understanding of the patterns.

5. Extension Activities: Follow up with activities that reinforce the learned patterns, such as
writing sentences using the sorted words or creating word games.

Benefits of Word Sorts for Within Word Pattern
Spellers

Word sorts offer numerous benefits for students in the Within Word Pattern stage:

- Enhanced Phonemic Awareness: Sorting activities require students to listen closely to the
sounds and patterns within words, thereby improving their phonemic awareness.
- Visual Learning: The physical act of sorting provides a visual representation of spelling
patterns, aiding retention and understanding.
- Engagement: Word sorts are interactive and engaging, making learning enjoyable for
students.
- Peer Collaboration: These activities often involve working with peers, promoting social
interaction and collaborative learning.



Examples of Word Sorts for Within Word Pattern
Spellers

Here are some examples of word sorts that can be beneficial for Within Word Pattern
Spellers:

Vowel Patterns Sort

- Focus: Long and short vowel sounds
- Word List: cake, make, rake, cat, bat, hat
- Categories: Long Vowel Words, Short Vowel Words

Consonant Blends Sort

- Focus: Common consonant blends
- Word List: black, blue, blend, cat, clap, trap
- Categories: Words with Blends, Words without Blends

R-controlled Vowels Sort

- Focus: r-controlled vowel patterns
- Word List: car, her, bird, far, turn, burn
- Categories: ar Words, er Words, ir Words

Assessing Student Understanding

To gauge the effectiveness of word sorts and student understanding, teachers can employ
various assessment strategies:

- Observational Assessment: Monitor students during sorting activities to assess their
understanding of the patterns.
- Sorting Assessments: Conduct sorting assessments where students categorize words
independently to evaluate their grasp of the concepts.
- Writing Samples: Analyze students’ writing for the correct use of spelling patterns learned
through word sorts.
- Exit Tickets: Use exit tickets where students write a few sentences reflecting on what they
learned from the word sort.



Conclusion

Words Their Way word sorts are an invaluable tool for teaching Within Word Pattern
Spellers. Through interactive and engaging sorting activities, students can deepen their
understanding of phonetic patterns, enhancing their overall literacy skills. By implementing
various types of word sorts, encouraging collaboration, and assessing understanding,
educators can effectively support students on their journey to becoming proficient readers
and writers. The power of word sorts lies not only in their ability to teach spelling but also in
fostering a love for language and learning. As students navigate through the complexities
of words and their structures, they are equipped with essential skills that will serve them
well throughout their academic careers and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'Words Their Way' word sorts?
'Words Their Way' word sorts are instructional tools used to teach spelling and vocabulary
through sorting words based on their phonetic and orthographic patterns.

What are within word pattern spellers?
Within word pattern spellers are students who typically spell words by recognizing and
applying spelling patterns, usually between the grades of 1 to 4, focusing on vowel patterns
and common spelling rules.

How can word sorts improve spelling skills?
Word sorts improve spelling skills by allowing students to categorize words based on
similarities and differences, which helps reinforce their understanding of spelling patterns
and phonics.

What types of words are typically included in within
word pattern sorts?
Within word pattern sorts often include words with vowel patterns, such as long and short
vowels, diphthongs, and common suffixes or prefixes that students can sort and analyze.

How do teachers implement word sorts in the
classroom?
Teachers implement word sorts by providing students with a set of words to categorize,
guiding discussions about the patterns observed, and encouraging students to apply these
patterns in their writing.



Can word sorts be adapted for different learning styles?
Yes, word sorts can be adapted for different learning styles by incorporating visual aids,
kinesthetic activities, or technology, allowing students to engage with the material in varied
ways.

What is the role of assessment in 'Words Their Way'
word sorts?
Assessment in 'Words Their Way' word sorts involves observing students' sorting strategies
and understanding of patterns, which helps teachers tailor instruction and provide targeted
feedback.
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