worksheet of subject verb agreement

Worksheet of subject verb agreement is an essential tool for both teachers and students aiming
to master one of the fundamental principles of English grammar. Understanding the relationship
between subjects and verbs is crucial for constructing clear and grammatically correct sentences. In
this article, we will explore the concept of subject-verb agreement, provide practical examples, and
offer a comprehensive worksheet that can be used for practice and reinforcement.

What is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence must match the
verb in number and person. In simpler terms, singular subjects take singular verbs, while plural
subjects take plural verbs. This principle is foundational for clarity in writing and speech.

Why is Subject-Verb Agreement Important?

- Clarity: Proper subject-verb agreement ensures that sentences are clear and easy to understand.
- Professionalism: Correct grammar reflects professionalism and attention to detail, especially in
academic and business writing.

- Communication: Accurate subject-verb agreement aids effective communication, reducing the
chances of misunderstandings.

Common Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

Understanding subject-verb agreement involves several key rules. Below are some of the most
common ones:

1. Singular and Plural Subjects

- A singular subject requires a singular verb.
- Example: The cat runs fast.

- A plural subject requires a plural verb.

- Example: The cats run fast.

2. Compound Subjects

When subjects are joined by "and," they typically take a plural verb.

- Example: The dog and the cat are playing together.



However, when subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the subject that is closest
to the verb.

- Example: Either the teacher or the students are responsible for the project.
- Example: Neither the students nor the teacher is aware of the changes.

3. Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns like "everyone,
singular verbs.

somebody," "anyone," etc., are always singular and require

- Example: Everyone is invited to the party.

However, some indefinite pronouns like "few,
plural verbs.

many," "several," and "both" are plural and require

- Example: Several were chosen for the team.

4. Collective Nouns

Collective nouns (e.g., team, group, family) can take either singular or plural verbs, depending on
whether the group acts as a single unit or as individual members.

- Example (singular): The team wins the championship.
- Example (plural): The team are wearing their new uniforms.

Creating a Subject-Verb Agreement Worksheet

A worksheet can be an effective way to practice subject-verb agreement. Below is a sample structure
for a worksheet that teachers can use in their classrooms.

Worksheet Instructions

- Read each sentence carefully.

- Identify the subject and verb.

- Correct any subject-verb agreement errors.
- Rewrite each sentence correctly.

Sample Worksheet Items

1. The group of students (was/were) excited about the trip.



— © 00 3O Ul Wi

. Each of the players (have/has) a unique skill.

. The books on the shelf (is/are) new.

. Neither the teacher nor the students (was/were) prepared for the test.
. Everybody (like/likes) to receive gifts.

. The flock of birds (is/are) flying south for the winter.

. Either the cat or the dogs (is/are) responsible for the mess.

. Many of the cake (has/have) been eaten.

. A pair of shoes (was/were) left at the door.

0. None of the information (is/are) relevant to the discussion.

Answer Key
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. The group of students was excited about the trip.

. Each of the players has a unique skill.

. The books on the shelf are new.

. Neither the teacher nor the students were prepared for the test.
. Everybody likes to receive gifts.

. The flock of birds is flying south for the winter.

. Either the cat or the dogs are responsible for the mess.

. Many of the cake have been eaten.

. A pair of shoes was left at the door.

0. None of the information is relevant to the discussion.

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

T

o excel at subject-verb agreement, consider the following tips:

¢ Practice Regularly: Consistent practice helps reinforce the rules of subject-verb agreement.
e Read Aloud: Hearing sentences can help you identify errors more easily.

e Use Grammar Resources: Leverage online resources or grammar books for additional
exercises and explanations.

e Ask for Feedback: Share your writing with peers or teachers and ask for feedback on
grammatical accuracy.

e Learn Exceptions: Familiarize yourself with the exceptions to the rules, as they can often trip
up even experienced writers.



Conclusion

In conclusion, a worksheet of subject verb agreement is an invaluable resource for anyone
looking to improve their grammatical skills. By following the rules of subject-verb agreement,
practicing through worksheets, and applying tips for mastery, students can enhance their writing
and communication abilities. Mastery of this fundamental grammar concept not only leads to clearer
writing but also boosts confidence in language use. Whether you are a teacher creating worksheets
or a student practicing on your own, the journey to mastering subject-verb agreement is one that
will pay dividends in your academic and professional life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is subject-verb agreement?

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence must match the verb
in number (singular or plural).

Why is subject-verb agreement important in writing?

Subject-verb agreement is important because it ensures clarity and coherence in writing, helping
readers understand the intended meaning.

How can I identify the subject in a sentence?

To identify the subject, ask who or what is performing the action of the verb. The subject is usually a
noun or pronoun.

What are some common mistakes in subject-verb agreement?

Common mistakes include using a singular verb with a plural subject or confusing collective nouns
with singular or plural forms.

What is the rule for subject-verb agreement with collective
nouns?

Collective nouns can be singular or plural depending on whether the group acts as a single unit or
individually. Use a singular verb for the former and a plural verb for the latter.

How do you handle subject-verb agreement with compound
subjects?

With compound subjects connected by 'and’, use a plural verb. If connected by 'or' or 'nor’, the verb
agrees with the closest subject.



Can you provide an example of a subject-verb agreement
error?

An example error is saying 'The group of students are studying' instead of 'The group of students is
studying.'

What resources are available for practicing subject-verb
agreement?

Resources include grammar workbooks, online exercises, and educational websites that offer
interactive quizzes on subject-verb agreement.

How can teachers effectively teach subject-verb agreement?

Teachers can use worksheets, group activities, and real-life examples to illustrate subject-verb
agreement rules and encourage practice.

What should I do if I am unsure about subject-verb agreement
in a complex sentence?

Break the sentence down to identify the main subject and verb, and consider the rules of agreement
to ensure they match in number.
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