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Indefinite pronouns are an essential part of the English language, serving to
refer to non-specific persons or things. This worksheet aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of indefinite pronouns, their types, usage, and
exercises to test your knowledge. By the end of this article, you will have a
solid grasp of how to use indefinite pronouns effectively in your writing and
speech.

What are Indefinite Pronouns?

Indefinite pronouns are words that do not refer to any specific person,
thing, or amount. They are used when the identity of the noun is unknown or
irrelevant. For example, in the sentence “Someone left their umbrella,” the
word “someone” is an indefinite pronoun that does not specify who left the
umbrella.

Common Indefinite Pronouns

The list of indefinite pronouns can vary, but here are some of the most
commonly used ones:

- Everyone: Refers to all people.
- Someone: Refers to an unspecified person.
- Anyone: Refers to any person.
- No one: Refers to not a single person.
- Everybody: Similar to everyone, refers to all individuals.
- Somebody: Similar to someone, refers to an unspecified individual.
- Anybody: Similar to anyone, refers to any individual.
- Nobody: Similar to no one, refers to not a single individual.
- Each: Refers to every one of two or more people or things.
- Either: Refers to one or the other of two.
- Neither: Refers to not one nor the other of two.
- All: Refers to the whole quantity or extent of a group.
- Some: Refers to an unspecified quantity.
- Any: Refers to one or more, regardless of quantity.

Types of Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns can be categorized based on their use and meaning. The
main categories include:



1. Singular Indefinite Pronouns

These pronouns are treated as singular and require singular verbs. Common
singular indefinite pronouns include:

- Anyone
- Each
- Either
- Everyone
- Somebody
- No one

Example Sentences:
- Everyone is invited to the party.
- Each of the students has submitted their assignment.

2. Plural Indefinite Pronouns

These pronouns are treated as plural and require plural verbs. Common plural
indefinite pronouns include:

- Both
- Few
- Many
- Several

Example Sentences:
- Many are called, but few are chosen.
- Both of the teams played well.

3. Indefinite Pronouns that Can Be Singular or
Plural

Some indefinite pronouns can be either singular or plural depending on the
context. These include:

- All
- Any
- More
- Most
- None
- Some

Example Sentences:
- All of the cake was eaten. (singular)
- All of the cookies are gone. (plural)



- None of the team is here. (singular)
- None of the players are present. (plural)

Agreement in Number

When using indefinite pronouns, it’s crucial to ensure subject-verb
agreement. The verb must match the number (singular or plural) of the
indefinite pronoun.

Rules of Agreement

1. Singular Indefinite Pronouns: Use singular verbs.
- Example: Everyone loves their pet.

2. Plural Indefinite Pronouns: Use plural verbs.
- Example: Several were chosen for the team.

3. Indefinite Pronouns that can be Singular or Plural: Determine the meaning
of the sentence to decide whether to use a singular or plural verb.
- Example: All of the cake is gone. (singular)
- Example: All of the students are here. (plural)

Using Indefinite Pronouns in Sentences

Indefinite pronouns can be used to create more fluid and less specific
statements. Here are some ways to effectively incorporate them into
sentences.

1. To Generalize

Indefinite pronouns can help to make general statements without pinpointing
individuals or items.

- Example: Someone left their bag in the classroom.
- Example: Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen.

2. To Ask Questions

Indefinite pronouns can also be used to form questions about unknown subjects
or objects.



- Example: Is there anyone who can help me?
- Example: Did somebody call me?

3. To Express Quantity

Indefinite pronouns can express quantities without specifying exact amounts.

- Example: Many of the cookies were eaten.
- Example: Some of the milk has spilled.

Exercises on Indefinite Pronouns

To reinforce your understanding, here are some exercises to practice using
indefinite pronouns.

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Choose the correct indefinite pronoun from the options provided.

1. __________ is responsible for the project? (Anyone/Everyone)
2. I can’t find __________ who knows the answer. (someone/everyone)
3. __________ of the children liked the movie. (None/All)
4. __________ has left their backpack in the hallway. (Someone/No one)
5. __________ are going to the concert tonight. (Both/Few)

Exercise 2: Correct the Sentences

Identify the errors in the following sentences related to indefinite pronouns
and correct them.

1. Each of the players have done their best.
2. Several was chosen for the award.
3. Everyone are responsible for their actions.
4. Neither of the options are appealing.
5. Any of the cookies is fine.

Exercise 3: Create Your Own Sentences

Write sentences using the following indefinite pronouns:

1. Somebody



2. Any
3. Most
4. Neither
5. All

Conclusion

Understanding indefinite pronouns is crucial for effective communication in
English. They allow for generalizations, questions, and expressions of
quantity without specifying exact details. By practicing the exercises
provided, you can enhance your grasp of indefinite pronouns and improve your
writing and speaking skills. Remember to pay attention to the context and the
number agreement when using these pronouns, as this will help you avoid
common mistakes and convey your thoughts clearly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are indefinite pronouns?
Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that refer to non-specific persons or
things, such as 'someone', 'anything', 'everyone', and 'none'.

Can you provide examples of indefinite pronouns?
Yes, examples of indefinite pronouns include 'all', 'some', 'any', 'none',
'several', 'few', 'many', and 'each'.

How do indefinite pronouns agree with verbs?
Indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural, so it's important to match the
verb form accordingly. For instance, 'Everyone is here' (singular) vs. 'Many
are here' (plural).

What is the difference between 'everyone' and
'everyone else'?
'Everyone' refers to all individuals in a group, while 'everyone else' refers
to all individuals in that group except for a specific person or group.

Can indefinite pronouns be used in negative
sentences?
Yes, indefinite pronouns can be used in negative sentences. For example,
'Nobody knows the answer' or 'Nothing is impossible.'



What are some common mistakes when using indefinite
pronouns?
Common mistakes include mismatching pronouns and verbs, such as saying 'All
of the team are here' instead of 'All of the team is here' when referring to
a single unit.

How can worksheets on indefinite pronouns help
students?
Worksheets on indefinite pronouns can reinforce understanding through
practice, helping students identify and use these pronouns correctly in
various contexts.

What types of exercises might be included in a
worksheet on indefinite pronouns?
Exercises might include fill-in-the-blank sentences, multiple-choice
questions, matching indefinite pronouns with their definitions, and
correcting sentences that misuse these pronouns.
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