worksheet on reflexive pronouns

Worksheet on reflexive pronouns is an essential tool for both teachers and students looking
to improve their understanding and usage of this important aspect of English grammar.
Reflexive pronouns are unique in that they refer back to the subject of the sentence,
creating a sense of self-reference. In this article, we will explore what reflexive pronouns
are, their functions, common mistakes, and provide a variety of exercises that can be used
in a worksheet format to reinforce learning.

Understanding Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are pronouns that are used when the subject and the object of a
sentence are the same. In English, they are formed by adding “-self” or “-selves” to certain
pronouns. The main reflexive pronouns are:

- Myself (used with "I")

- Yourself (used with "you" - singular)
- Himself (used with "he")

- Herself (used with "she")

- Itself (used with "it")

- Ourselves (used with "we")

- Yourselves (used with "you" - plural)
- Themselves (used with "they")

Functions of Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns serve several important functions in sentences:

1. Emphasis: They can emphasize the subject of the sentence.
- Example: | made the cake myself.

2. Indicating a reciprocal action: They can show that the action is performed mutually.
- Example: They looked at each other in the mirror.

3. Clarifying the subject: Reflexive pronouns can clarify who is performing the action when
it may be ambiguous.
- Example: | told myself to stay calm.

4. Creating a complete thought: Sometimes, reflexive pronouns are necessary to complete
the meaning of certain verbs.
- Example: She enjoyed herself at the party.



Common Mistakes with Reflexive Pronouns

Understanding the correct usage of reflexive pronouns can be tricky. Here are some
common mistakes to avoid:

1. Using reflexive pronouns instead of object pronouns:
- Incorrect: She gave the book to myself.
- Correct: She gave the book to me.

2. Using reflexive pronouns with intransitive verbs:
- Incorrect: He laughed at himself.

- Correct: He laughed.

3. Confusing singular and plural forms:

- Incorrect: The students taught himself.

- Correct: The students taught themselves.

4. Using reflexive pronouns unnecessarily:

- Incorrect: He saw himself in the window.
- Correct: He saw himself in the mirror. (Only if the focus is on self-reference)

Creating a Worksheet on Reflexive Pronouns

Now that we have a solid understanding of reflexive pronouns, let's focus on creating a
worksheet that can help reinforce this knowledge. Below are various types of exercises that
you might include in your worksheet.

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Provide sentences with missing reflexive pronouns for students to fill in. For example:

1. I made dinner by

2. She looked at in the mirror.

3. We enjoyed at the event.

4. The cat cleaned after eating.
5. You should treat to a nice qift.

Exercise 2: Choose the Correct Reflexive Pronoun

In this exercise, students choose the correct reflexive pronoun from the options provided:

1. He blamed (himself / herself) for the mistake.
2. They prepared (themselves / herself) for the exam.
3. | found (myself / yourselves) lost in the city.



4. You should take care of (yourself / ourselves).
5. The dog licked (itself / themselves) clean.

Exercise 3: Rewrite the Sentences

Ask students to rewrite the following sentences using reflexive pronouns where
appropriate:

1. I saw my friend in the store.

2. She did the project with her team.
3. They are happy with their results.
4. He fixed the car.

5. We celebrated the holiday.

Exercise 4: Identify Errors

Provide sentences that contain mistakes related to reflexive pronouns. Ask students to
identify and correct the errors. For example:

1. She told myself that she would come.
2. They enjoyed themselves at the picnic.
3. I made the presentation by yourself.

4. He hurt themselves while playing.

5. You should be proud of myself.

Exercise 5: Creative Writing

Encourage students to write a short paragraph using at least five reflexive pronouns
appropriately. This allows them to practice their understanding in context.

Conclusion

A worksheet on reflexive pronouns is a vital resource for learners of all ages. By providing a
variety of exercises, it caters to different learning styles and helps reinforce the
understanding of reflexive pronouns through practice. Whether filling in blanks, choosing
the correct forms, rewriting sentences, or identifying errors, each exercise plays a crucial
role in building confidence in using reflexive pronouns effectively.

Reflexive pronouns are more than just grammatical tools; they enrich our language and
allow us to express actions that reflect back on the subject. By mastering their use,
students not only enhance their writing and speaking skills but also gain a greater
appreciation for the intricacies of the English language. As educators, providing engaging
and comprehensive worksheets can greatly aid in this learning process, ensuring that



students are well-equipped to use reflexive pronouns correctly and confidently in their
everyday communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are reflexive pronouns?

Reflexive pronouns are pronouns that refer back to the subject of the sentence, typically
formed by adding '-self' or '-selves' to certain personal pronouns.

Can you provide examples of reflexive pronouns?

Yes, examples include: myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, and
themselves.

How do you use reflexive pronouns in a sentence?

Reflexive pronouns are used when the subject and the object of the verb are the same. For
example, 'She taught herself to play the guitar.'

What is the difference between 'myself' and 'me'?

'Myself' is a reflexive pronoun used for emphasis or to indicate that the subject and object
are the same, while 'me' is an objective pronoun used as the object of a verb or preposition.

Are there any common mistakes when using reflexive
pronouns?

Yes, a common mistake is using a reflexive pronoun when it is not needed, such as saying
'Please give the report to myself' instead of 'Please give the report to me.'

How can | practice using reflexive pronouns effectively?

You can practice by completing worksheets that include fill-in-the-blank sentences,
rewriting sentences to include reflexive pronouns, and identifying correct usage in reading
passages.

What is the importance of using reflexive pronouns
correctly?

Using reflexive pronouns correctly enhances clarity in communication, ensuring that the
relationship between the subject and object is clearly understood.

Where can | find worksheets on reflexive pronouns?

Worksheets on reflexive pronouns can be found on educational websites, in grammar



workbooks, or through online resources that offer printable exercises for practice.
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