
worksheet on rosa parks
Worksheet on Rosa Parks: An educational tool designed to commemorate the life
and legacy of an iconic figure in the American civil rights movement. Rosa
Parks is often referred to as "the mother of the civil rights movement" for
her pivotal role in challenging racial segregation in the United States.
Parks’ courageous act of refusing to give up her bus seat to a white
passenger in Montgomery, Alabama, on December 1, 1955, sparked a citywide
boycott and became a powerful symbol of resistance against racial injustice.
This worksheet aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of
Parks' life, her contributions to civil rights, and the broader context of
the movement.

Who Was Rosa Parks?

Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. Her early life
was shaped by the pervasive racism of the Jim Crow South. Here’s a brief
overview of her life:

- Early Life: Parks was raised by her mother, a teacher, and her
grandparents, who instilled in her a strong sense of social justice.
- Education: She attended a segregated school and later enrolled at the
Alabama State College for Negroes, although she did not complete her degree.
- Marriage: In 1932, she married Raymond Parks, a civil rights activist, who
encouraged her involvement in activism.

Rosa Parks’ life was characterized by a commitment to civil rights and social
justice, which she would embody throughout her life.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a pivotal moment in the American civil rights
movement, triggered by Parks' arrest. Understanding the boycott is essential
to grasping Parks' impact.

Background of the Boycott

- Segregation on Public Transportation: African Americans were required to
sit at the back of the bus and give up their seats for white passengers. This
practice was a daily reminder of the systemic racism prevalent in society.
- Rosa's Arrest: On December 1, 1955, Parks was arrested for refusing to
vacate her seat, which galvanized the African American community in
Montgomery.



Impact of the Boycott

The boycott lasted for 381 days and involved several key strategies:

1. Community Organization: African Americans organized carpools, walked, or
used bicycles to avoid the buses.
2. Leadership: Martin Luther King Jr. emerged as a prominent leader during
this time, advocating for nonviolent protest and civil disobedience.
3. Legal Action: The boycott led to legal challenges against the segregation
laws in Montgomery.

The success of the boycott culminated in a Supreme Court ruling that declared
segregation on public buses unconstitutional, marking a significant victory
for the civil rights movement.

Rosa Parks' Legacy

Rosa Parks' legacy extends beyond her role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Her
life and actions inspired generations of activists and continue to resonate
today.

Influence on Civil Rights Movement

- Symbol of Resistance: Parks became an enduring symbol of the fight against
racial injustice.
- Involvement in Organizations: She worked with organizations such as the
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) and the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).
- Continued Activism: Parks remained active in civil rights until her death
in 2005, participating in demonstrations and advocating for social justice.

Recognition and Awards

Parks received numerous accolades for her contributions:

- Presidential Medal of Freedom: Awarded by President Bill Clinton in 1996.
- Congressional Gold Medal: Presented in 1999, recognizing her role in the
civil rights movement.
- National Civil Rights Museum: Located in Memphis, Tennessee, it honors her
contributions and the broader struggle for civil rights.



Teaching Activities and Worksheets

To engage students with Rosa Parks’ story, various activities can be
incorporated into the worksheet. Here are some suggestions:

1. Timeline Activity

Students can create a timeline of key events in Rosa Parks’ life and the
civil rights movement. This activity helps them visualize the chronology and
understand the context of her actions.

2. Discussion Questions

Encourage critical thinking with the following questions:

- What motivated Rosa Parks to refuse to give up her seat?
- How did her actions influence the civil rights movement?
- What can we learn from her legacy today?

3. Role-Playing Exercise

Students can participate in a role-playing exercise where they reenact key
moments from the Montgomery Bus Boycott. This helps them empathize with the
experiences of those involved and understand the significance of nonviolent
protest.

4. Research Assignment

Assign students to research other key figures in the civil rights movement
and present their findings. This can include individuals like Martin Luther
King Jr., Malcolm X, and Ella Baker, highlighting the collaborative nature of
the struggle for equality.

Conclusion

Rosa Parks' courageous act of defiance against racial segregation not only
sparked a pivotal moment in American history but also solidified her place as
a key figure in the ongoing struggle for civil rights. Through her legacy, we
are reminded of the importance of standing up against injustice and
advocating for equality. The worksheet on Rosa Parks serves not only as an



educational resource but also as a call to action for future generations to
continue the work she began. By learning about her life and contributions,
students can gain a deeper understanding of the civil rights movement and the
importance of social justice in today’s society.

Incorporating such worksheets into educational settings fosters a
comprehensive understanding of historical events while inspiring students to
engage actively in social change. Rosa Parks’ life story is a powerful
reminder that one individual can create ripples of change in the world,
urging us all to strive for a more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Rosa Parks in the civil
rights movement?
Rosa Parks is known as the 'mother of the civil rights movement' for her
pivotal role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which challenged racial
segregation in public transportation.

What actions did Rosa Parks take on December 1,
1955?
On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
passenger on a Montgomery bus, leading to her arrest and sparking the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

How did Rosa Parks' actions influence future civil
rights activism?
Rosa Parks' brave stand inspired countless others to join the fight against
racial injustice, leading to organized protests and significant legislative
changes in civil rights.

What role did the NAACP play in Rosa Parks'
activism?
Rosa Parks was an active member of the NAACP (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People), which supported her actions and helped
coordinate the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

What is the legacy of Rosa Parks today?
Rosa Parks' legacy continues to inspire movements for social justice and
equality, and she is celebrated each year on Rosa Parks Day, recognized for
her courage and commitment to civil rights.



What educational resources are available for
teaching about Rosa Parks?
There are various worksheets, lesson plans, and activities available online
that focus on Rosa Parks' life, her contributions to civil rights, and the
historical context of her actions.

How can educators effectively teach about Rosa
Parks?
Educators can use interactive worksheets, group discussions, and multimedia
presentations to engage students with Rosa Parks' story and its impact on
American history.

What are some common themes found in worksheets
about Rosa Parks?
Common themes include civil disobedience, social justice, racial equality,
the role of women in the civil rights movement, and the importance of
community activism.

How did the public respond to Rosa Parks' arrest?
The public response to Rosa Parks' arrest was overwhelmingly supportive,
leading to a widespread boycott of Montgomery buses and increased activism
for civil rights across the nation.
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