
worksheet on subject and predicate
Worksheet on Subject and Predicate: Understanding the foundation of sentence structure
is crucial for mastering the English language. A well-structured sentence consists of two
main components: the subject and the predicate. Recognizing these elements not only
enhances writing skills but also improves comprehension when reading. This article will
elaborate on the subject and predicate, providing a thorough overview that can serve as a
practical worksheet for learners.

What is a Subject?

The subject of a sentence is the part that indicates what the sentence is about. It can be a
noun, pronoun, or a phrase that represents the doer of the action or the topic being
discussed.

Types of Subjects

1. Simple Subject: The simple subject is the main noun or pronoun without any modifiers.
For example:
- "The dog barks." (Here, "dog" is the simple subject.)

2. Complete Subject: The complete subject includes the simple subject and all its
modifiers. For example:
- "The big brown dog barks." (Here, "The big brown dog" is the complete subject.)

3. Compound Subject: A compound subject consists of two or more simple subjects joined
by a conjunction. For example:
- "Tom and Jerry are friends." (Here, "Tom and Jerry" is the compound subject.)

What is a Predicate?

The predicate of a sentence tells us what the subject does or what happens to the subject.
It always contains a verb and may also include objects, complements, or modifiers.

Types of Predicates

1. Simple Predicate: The simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase without any
modifiers. For example:
- "The cat sleeps." (Here, "sleeps" is the simple predicate.)

2. Complete Predicate: The complete predicate includes the verb and all the words that



tell us more about what the subject is doing. For example:
- "The cat sleeps on the couch." (Here, "sleeps on the couch" is the complete predicate.)

3. Compound Predicate: A compound predicate consists of two or more verbs or verb
phrases that share the same subject. For example:
- "She sings and dances." (Here, "sings and dances" is the compound predicate.)

Identifying Subject and Predicate in Sentences

Understanding how to identify the subject and predicate in a sentence is essential for
constructing clear and effective sentences. Follow these steps:

1. Locate the Verb: First, find the main verb in the sentence. This is often the action word.
2. Ask Who or What: After identifying the verb, ask who or what is performing the action.
This will lead you to the subject.
3. Complete the Predicate: Everything that follows the subject and provides information
about the action or the state of being is the predicate.

Examples

- Sentence: "The teacher explains the lesson."
- Subject: The teacher
- Predicate: explains the lesson

- Sentence: "My friends and I went to the park."
- Subject: My friends and I
- Predicate: went to the park

- Sentence: "The flowers bloom beautifully in spring."
- Subject: The flowers
- Predicate: bloom beautifully in spring

Practice Activities

To reinforce the understanding of subjects and predicates, here are some practice
activities that can be included in a worksheet.

Activity 1: Identify the Subject and Predicate

Read the following sentences and underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

1. The children played in the garden.
2. Sarah and Mark are studying for their exams.



3. The sun sets in the west.
4. Our dog loves to chase squirrels.
5. The team won the championship game.

Activity 2: Create Sentences

Using the following subjects, create complete sentences that include a predicate.

1. The cat
2. My brother and I
3. The movie
4. The students
5. The flowers

Activity 3: Combine Sentences

Combine the following pairs of sentences using a compound subject or predicate.

1. (John likes pizza.) (Mary likes pizza.)
2. (The dog barked.) (The dog ran away.)
3. (She is reading a book.) (She is writing a letter.)
4. (The sun shone.) (The birds sang.)
5. (He plays football.) (He plays basketball.)

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When working with subjects and predicates, learners often make several common
mistakes. Being aware of these can help prevent errors.

1. Misidentifying the Subject: Sometimes, phrases that appear at the beginning of a
sentence can confuse learners. Always find the verb first.
2. Overlooking Compound Subjects or Predicates: Ensure that you consider all parts of
compound subjects and predicates.
3. Ignoring Modifiers: Remember that modifiers are not part of the subject or predicate
but provide additional context.
4. Confusing Subject and Object: The subject performs the action, whereas the object
receives the action in a sentence.

Conclusion

A solid understanding of subjects and predicates is foundational for effective
communication in English. By recognizing the roles of these components, students can
enhance their writing and comprehension skills. This worksheet on subject and predicate



provides practical exercises and insights that will aid learners in mastering sentence
structure. Regular practice and application of these concepts will lead to greater
proficiency in both written and spoken English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subject in a sentence?
The subject of a sentence is the part that indicates who or what the sentence is about,
usually a noun or pronoun.

Can you give an example of a simple predicate?
Yes! In the sentence 'The dog barks,' 'barks' is the simple predicate, as it tells what the
subject (the dog) does.

How can worksheets help students understand subject
and predicate?
Worksheets provide structured practice for identifying and differentiating between
subjects and predicates, reinforcing understanding through examples and exercises.

What is the difference between a complete predicate
and a simple predicate?
A simple predicate consists of only the main verb or verb phrase, while a complete
predicate includes the verb and all the words that describe or complete its meaning.

Are there specific activities included in worksheets for
teaching subject and predicate?
Yes, worksheets often include activities like matching subjects with their predicates, filling
in blanks, and rewriting sentences to highlight the subject-predicate structure.
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