
worksheets on ruby bridges
Worksheets on Ruby Bridges are an invaluable educational resource that helps
students understand the historical significance of Ruby Bridges and the civil
rights movement in the United States. Ruby Bridges was a courageous young
girl who, at the age of six, became the first African American student to
integrate an all-white elementary school in the South. Her story is not only
a powerful testament to the struggle for civil rights but also a crucial part
of American history that can inspire young learners. This article will
explore various aspects of Ruby Bridges’ life, the impact of her actions, and
how worksheets can be designed to enhance learning about this pivotal moment
in history.

Understanding Ruby Bridges’ Historical Context

Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi. Her
family moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, when she was four years old. The
backdrop of her early life was steeped in racial segregation and
discrimination, which were prevalent in the Southern United States during
this period. The landmark Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education in
1954 declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional, setting the
stage for Ruby's groundbreaking role in desegregation.

The Integration of William Frantz Elementary School

In November 1960, Ruby Bridges was chosen to be one of the first African
American students to attend William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans.
Her integration was met with fierce opposition from many white parents and
community members. Ruby faced daily threats and hostility, and she was
escorted to school by federal marshals to ensure her safety. This courageous
act of attending an all-white school made her an icon of the civil rights
movement.

Key Events Leading to Ruby’s Historic Day

1. Brown v. Board of Education (1954): This Supreme Court decision declared
that racial segregation in public schools was unconstitutional, paving the
way for integration efforts across the country.

2. Ruby’s Enrollment (1960): Ruby was selected to attend William Frantz
Elementary School as part of a court-ordered plan for integration.

3. The First Day of School (November 14, 1960): Ruby’s first day was highly
publicized, with her facing a mob of angry protestors.



4. Support from the Federal Government: In response to the violent protests,
federal marshals were assigned to protect Ruby as she attended school.

5. Long-term Impact: Ruby’s bravery helped to pave the way for future
generations of African American students and symbolized the struggle for
civil rights.

Creating Effective Worksheets on Ruby Bridges

Worksheets on Ruby Bridges can serve multiple educational purposes, catering
to different learning styles and age groups. Here are some ideas on how to
create engaging and informative worksheets:

1. Comprehension Worksheets

These worksheets can focus on testing students’ understanding of Ruby
Bridges’ story and the historical context around her life. They can include:

- Multiple Choice Questions:
- What year did Ruby Bridges integrate William Frantz Elementary School?
- Who escorted Ruby to school for her protection?

- Short Answer Questions:
- Describe the challenges Ruby faced on her first day of school.
- What was the significance of Ruby Bridges' actions in the civil rights
movement?

2. Timeline Activities

Creating a timeline activity can help students visualize the key events in
Ruby's life and the civil rights movement. This can involve:

- Filling in the Blanks: Provide a timeline with major events and ask
students to add in important dates related to Ruby Bridges.
- Creating a Personal Timeline: Students can create their own timelines that
include significant events in their lives, drawing parallels to Ruby’s
experiences.

3. Creative Writing Prompts

Encouraging students to express their thoughts through writing can deepen
their understanding of Ruby’s impact. Prompts may include:



- Write a letter from Ruby to her future self about her experiences.
- Imagine you are a student at William Frantz Elementary School. Describe
your feelings about Ruby attending your school.

4. Art and Reflection Worksheets

Art can be a powerful medium for self-expression and understanding historical
events. Worksheets can include:

- Drawing Activities: Students can draw a scene from Ruby’s first day of
school or create an image that represents courage.
- Reflection Questions: After completing art activities, students can answer
questions like:
- What does Ruby Bridges represent to you?
- How can you show courage in your own life?

Integrating Ruby Bridges Worksheets into the
Curriculum

Incorporating worksheets on Ruby Bridges into the curriculum can enhance
students' knowledge of civil rights and social justice. Here are some
strategies for teachers:

1. Cross-Curricular Connections

- History Lessons: Use Ruby’s story to discuss the broader civil rights
movement, including key figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks.

- Literature: Read books about Ruby Bridges, such as "Through My Eyes" by
Ruby Bridges, and have students complete comprehension worksheets based on
the text.

- Art Projects: Integrate art by having students create posters or visual
presentations that highlight Ruby’s legacy.

2. Discussion and Debate

Encourage open discussions in the classroom about race, equality, and
justice. Worksheets can include debate topics or discussion questions to
facilitate dialogue among students. Some potential discussion prompts
include:



- Why was Ruby Bridges' integration significant for future generations?
- How can we continue to advocate for equality in schools today?

Conclusion

Worksheets on Ruby Bridges are essential tools for educators aiming to teach
students about civil rights and the importance of standing up against
injustice. By utilizing a variety of activities—ranging from comprehension
questions and creative writing to art projects—teachers can foster a deeper
understanding of Ruby's remarkable bravery and the context in which she
lived. As students explore her story, they not only learn about history but
also develop critical thinking skills and a sense of empathy that can
influence their actions as future leaders. Ruby Bridges’ legacy continues to
resonate today, reminding us of the importance of courage, resilience, and
the ongoing fight for equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What historical significance does Ruby Bridges hold
in American education?
Ruby Bridges was the first African American child to integrate an all-white
elementary school in the South, specifically William Frantz Elementary School
in New Orleans in 1960, which was a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights
Movement.

What types of worksheets are commonly created to
teach students about Ruby Bridges?
Common worksheets include reading comprehension exercises, timeline
activities, reflective writing prompts, and art projects that allow students
to express their understanding of Ruby Bridges' impact on civil rights and
education.

How can teachers effectively use worksheets on Ruby
Bridges to promote discussions about racism?
Teachers can use worksheets to present scenarios and questions that encourage
students to reflect on the themes of tolerance, diversity, and the struggles
against racism, facilitating guided discussions that connect Ruby Bridges'
experience to contemporary issues.



What age group is most appropriate for Ruby Bridges
worksheets?
Worksheets on Ruby Bridges are typically suitable for elementary to middle
school students, as they can be tailored to various reading levels and
understanding of historical context.

What learning objectives can be achieved through
Ruby Bridges worksheets?
Learning objectives may include understanding the historical context of
school desegregation, developing empathy towards experiences of
discrimination, and enhancing critical thinking skills through analysis of
social justice themes.

Are there any interactive elements that can be
included in Ruby Bridges worksheets?
Yes, interactive elements such as role-playing scenarios, group discussions,
and multimedia activities like watching documentaries or reading books can be
incorporated to make the learning experience more engaging and impactful.
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