
world studies ee examples

world studies ee examples provide invaluable insights into the interdisciplinary nature of the Extended Essay
(EE) component within the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme. These examples demonstrate
how students can effectively integrate global issues with academic research, combining perspectives from
various disciplines such as environmental science, economics, history, and politics. Exploring world studies EE
examples helps clarify the expectations for topic selection, research methodology, and analysis, guiding
students in crafting compelling essays that address complex international challenges. This article delves into
a range of world studies EE examples, highlighting successful approaches and thematic areas. Additionally, it
outlines key considerations for topic development and research strategies to excel in the world studies EE. The
following sections provide a structured overview for students and educators alike.

Understanding the World Studies Extended Essay

Popular Themes in World Studies EE Examples

Detailed Analysis of Selected World Studies EE Examples

Research Methodologies in World Studies EE

Tips for Choosing and Developing Topics

Understanding the World Studies Extended Essay

The World Studies Extended Essay is a unique component of the IB Diploma Programme that encourages
students to explore a global issue through an interdisciplinary lens. Unlike traditional essays confined to a
single subject, world studies EEs require integration of at least two IB disciplines to analyze a topic with
worldwide significance. This approach promotes critical thinking and global awareness, enabling students to
investigate complex problems and propose solutions grounded in academic research.

Definition and Purpose

The world studies EE aims to foster a deeper understanding of global challenges by encouraging students to
connect knowledge from different subject areas. Typical subjects combined include geography, economics,
environmental systems, politics, and history. This interdisciplinary focus aligns with the IB’s mission to develop
internationally minded individuals capable of appreciating diverse perspectives and addressing real-world issues.

Criteria and Assessment

Assessment of the world studies EE follows specific IB criteria emphasizing research question formulation,
interdisciplinary approach, investigation, analysis, and reflection. Students must clearly define a research
question that connects two or more subjects and relates to a global context. The essay is evaluated on the
coherence of argument, quality of sources, application of disciplinary concepts, and insights into the global
issue.



Popular Themes in World Studies EE Examples

Various themes recur in world studies EE examples due to their global relevance and accessibility for
interdisciplinary research. These themes often align with pressing international concerns, allowing students to
engage with topics that are both academically rigorous and socially significant.

Environmental Sustainability

Many world studies EE examples focus on environmental sustainability, exploring issues such as climate
change, resource management, pollution, and biodiversity loss. These topics enable investigations combining
environmental science with economics, politics, or geography to analyze causes, impacts, and policy responses
on a global scale.

Global Health and Epidemics

Global health challenges like infectious diseases, vaccination policies, and healthcare inequalities are another
popular theme. Essays in this area typically integrate biology, economics, and social sciences to assess how
health crises affect different populations and the effectiveness of international interventions.

Economic Development and Inequality

Economic disparities and development strategies provide fertile ground for world studies EEs. Students explore
topics such as poverty reduction, trade policies, and the effects of globalization, combining economics with
geography or political science to understand economic phenomena within a global framework.

Human Rights and Social Justice

Issues related to human rights, migration, gender equality, and social justice also feature prominently. These
essays often merge history, politics, and social studies to evaluate the causes and consequences of social
inequalities and the role of international organizations in addressing them.

Detailed Analysis of Selected World Studies EE Examples

Examining specific world studies EE examples offers practical insight into how students successfully structure
their research and analysis. Below are illustrative cases that highlight diverse approaches and topics.

Case Study 1: The Impact of Deforestation on Indigenous Communities in the
Amazon

This essay investigates the environmental and socio-political effects of deforestation in the Amazon
rainforest on indigenous populations. It combines environmental systems and societies with human geography to
analyze deforestation rates, government policies, and indigenous rights. The research question focuses on how



deforestation influences the cultural and economic sustainability of indigenous communities.

Case Study 2: The Role of Microfinance in Empowering Women in South Asia

Exploring economic development and gender equality, this essay studies microfinance programs’ impact on
women’s empowerment in South Asia. It integrates economics and social and cultural anthropology to assess
financial inclusion, social mobility, and barriers faced by women in rural areas.

Case Study 3: Evaluating the Effectiveness of International Climate
Agreements

This essay analyzes international climate agreements such as the Paris Accord, combining political science and
environmental science. The research question evaluates whether such agreements have successfully reduced
greenhouse gas emissions and promoted sustainable development globally.

Research Methodologies in World Studies EE

Methodological rigor is essential for producing high-quality world studies EE examples. Students must employ
appropriate research techniques to collect and analyze data relevant to their interdisciplinary inquiry.

Qualitative Methods

Qualitative research is common in world studies EEs, especially when exploring social, cultural, or political
dimensions. Methods include interviews, case studies, content analysis of policy documents, and ethnographic
observation. These approaches provide nuanced understanding beyond quantitative metrics.

Quantitative Methods

Quantitative research involves statistical analysis, surveys, and use of datasets to examine trends and
correlations. For example, environmental data on pollution levels or economic statistics on trade can be
analyzed to support arguments in world studies EE examples.

Mixed Methods Approach

Combining qualitative and quantitative methods often strengthens world studies EE by providing comprehensive
evidence. Mixed methods allow triangulation of data, enhancing validity and enabling multifaceted analysis of
complex global issues.

Tips for Choosing and Developing Topics



Selecting an appropriate topic is crucial for success in the world studies EE. The following guidelines assist
students in identifying and refining their research focus.

Identify a Global Issue: Choose a topic with clear international significance and relevance to1.
contemporary challenges.

Ensure Interdisciplinary Scope: Incorporate at least two IB subjects to meet the world studies EE2.
criteria.

Narrow the Research Question: Develop a focused and manageable research question to guide3.
investigation.

Assess Availability of Sources: Confirm access to reliable data, academic literature, and relevant case4.
studies.

Consider Personal Interest and Expertise: Select topics that engage the student’s curiosity and5.
strengths.

Plan Research Methods: Determine appropriate qualitative or quantitative methods in advance.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some good examples of World Studies Extended Essays (EE)
topics?

Good World Studies EE topics include exploring the impact of climate change on coastal communities,
analyzing the effects of globalization on indigenous cultures, or studying the role of technology in education
disparities across countries.

How can I choose a relevant World Studies EE example for my research?

Choose a topic that connects two global issues and spans at least two different disciplines. It should be
specific, manageable, and have accessible sources for research.

What makes a strong World Studies EE example?

A strong World Studies EE example is interdisciplinary, tackles a global issue, demonstrates critical analysis,
and includes a well-structured argument supported by diverse sources.

Can you provide an example of a World Studies EE research question?

An example research question is: 'To what extent has renewable energy adoption in Germany influenced global
carbon emission trends?'

How do World Studies EE examples differ from other Extended Essays?

World Studies EEs require linking two global issues and incorporating interdisciplinary approaches, unlike
other EEs that focus on a single subject area.



What disciplines are commonly involved in World Studies EE examples?

Common disciplines include environmental science, economics, politics, sociology, geography, and history.

Are there any recent trending topics for World Studies EE examples?

Trending topics include the global impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, climate migration, digital privacy across
cultures, and sustainable urban development.

How can I structure my World Studies EE based on examples?

Structure your EE with a clear introduction, a literature review covering both global issues, a methodology
section, analysis combining interdisciplinary perspectives, and a conclusion summarizing findings.

Where can I find sample World Studies EE examples for reference?

Sample World Studies EE examples can be found on the IB official website, educational forums, and academic
databases like IB resources or sites dedicated to Extended Essay guidance.

Additional Resources
1. Global Perspectives: An Introduction to World Studies
This book offers a comprehensive overview of major global issues, including cultural diversity, environmental
challenges, and economic development. It is designed to help students understand the interconnectedness of
countries and cultures. The text provides case studies and real-world examples to illustrate global trends
and their impacts.

2. Exploring Cultures: A World Studies Approach
Focusing on cultural anthropology and sociology, this book explores the customs, traditions, and social
structures of various societies around the world. It encourages critical thinking about cultural relativism
and ethnocentrism. Readers gain insight into how culture shapes identity and global interactions.

3. Global Economics and Development
This title examines the economic systems that shape the world, from capitalism to socialism, and their effects
on global development. It covers topics such as trade, poverty, and sustainable growth. The book includes
data analysis and discussions on international economic policies.

4. Environmental Challenges in a Global Context
This book addresses pressing environmental issues like climate change, deforestation, and resource depletion. It
emphasizes the global nature of environmental problems and the need for international cooperation. Case
studies highlight successful environmental initiatives and ongoing challenges.

5. World Geography: Patterns and Processes
Providing a detailed look at physical and human geography, this book helps readers understand spatial
patterns and environmental processes. It covers topics such as population distribution, urbanization, and
natural hazards. The text integrates maps and visual aids to enhance comprehension.

6. History and Conflict: Understanding Global Relations
This book explores the historical roots of contemporary global conflicts and diplomatic relations. It
examines major wars, peace processes, and the role of international organizations. Readers learn about the
influence of history on present-day global politics.

7. Global Citizenship and Human Rights
Focusing on the concepts of citizenship, justice, and rights, this book encourages readers to consider their role
in a global society. It discusses international human rights laws and movements. The text aims to foster
awareness and responsibility toward global issues.



8. Migration and Population Movements in the Modern World
This book analyzes patterns and causes of human migration across the globe. It covers topics such as
refugees, urbanization, and demographic changes. The text provides insights into the social, economic, and
political impacts of migration.

9. Technology and Global Change
Examining the role of technology in shaping the modern world, this book covers innovations in communication,
transportation, and energy. It discusses both the positive and negative effects of technological advancement
on societies and the environment. The book encourages reflection on technology’s role in future global
development.
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