
worst people in us history
worst people in us history is a phrase that evokes a complex and often
uncomfortable examination of the darker chapters in America's past.
Throughout its history, the United States has seen individuals whose actions
have caused significant harm, injustice, and suffering. Identifying the worst
people in US history involves looking at figures who have perpetrated
violence, corruption, betrayal, and oppression on a large scale. This article
explores some of the most notorious figures who have left a negative and
lasting impact on American society, politics, and culture. From infamous
criminals to corrupt politicians and other harmful influencers, these
individuals exemplify some of the most destructive traits in the nation's
history. The following sections will delve into various categories of such
figures, highlighting their actions and consequences.

Notorious Criminals and Serial Killers

Corrupt Political Figures

Oppressors and Perpetrators of Injustice

Infamous Traitors and Spies

Controversial Cultural and Social Figures

Notorious Criminals and Serial Killers
The United States has unfortunately been home to several individuals whose
criminal acts have shocked the nation. These worst people in US history
include serial killers and mass murderers whose heinous crimes created
widespread fear and left deep scars.

Ted Bundy
Ted Bundy is considered one of the most infamous serial killers in American
history. Operating in the 1970s, Bundy was responsible for the brutal murders
of numerous young women across several states. His ability to charm and
manipulate allowed him to evade capture for years, making his case
particularly notorious.

John Wayne Gacy
Known as the "Killer Clown," John Wayne Gacy was convicted of murdering at



least 33 teenage boys and young men during the 1970s. His dual life as a
community figure and a serial killer made his crimes even more shocking.
Gacy's case remains a grim example of deception and cruelty.

Charles Manson
Charles Manson was the leader of the Manson Family cult, responsible for
orchestrating a series of brutal murders in 1969, including the killing of
actress Sharon Tate. Manson's manipulation of his followers and the horrific
nature of the crimes cemented his place among the worst people in US history.

List of Other Notorious Criminals

Richard Ramirez ("The Night Stalker")

Jeffrey Dahmer

Albert Fish

Edmund Kemper

David Berkowitz ("Son of Sam")

Corrupt Political Figures
Corruption has been a persistent issue in American politics, with some
individuals using their power for personal gain at the expense of the public.
These worst people in US history undermined democratic institutions and
public trust.

Richard Nixon
Richard Nixon, the 37th President of the United States, is often remembered
for the Watergate scandal, which involved illegal activities and a cover-up
that ultimately led to his resignation. This scandal severely damaged the
credibility of the presidency and American politics.

William "Boss" Tweed
William Tweed was a 19th-century political boss who controlled New York
City's Tammany Hall political machine. Tweed and his associates were involved
in massive corruption, embezzlement, and bribery, siphoning millions of



dollars from public funds.

Spiro Agnew
Vice President under Nixon, Spiro Agnew resigned in disgrace after being
charged with tax evasion and accepting bribes. His case added to the era's
political scandals and highlighted systemic corruption.

Other Notable Corrupt Politicians

Rod Blagojevich

James Traficant

Jesse Jackson Jr.

Tom DeLay

Kwame Kilpatrick

Oppressors and Perpetrators of Injustice
Some of the worst people in US history are those who upheld and enforced
systems of oppression, including slavery, racial segregation, and the
mistreatment of indigenous peoples. Their actions contributed to long-lasting
social and racial inequalities.

Jefferson Davis
As the President of the Confederate States during the American Civil War,
Jefferson Davis championed the preservation of slavery and rebellion against
the United States. His leadership symbolized the defense of an oppressive
system that caused immense suffering.

Andrew Jackson
Andrew Jackson, the seventh President, is notorious for policies that led to
the forced removal of Native Americans from their ancestral lands, known as
the Trail of Tears. This tragic episode resulted in thousands of deaths and
immense cultural loss.



J. Edgar Hoover
Director of the FBI for nearly 50 years, J. Edgar Hoover abused his power by
conducting illegal surveillance and targeting civil rights leaders,
activists, and political opponents. His actions often suppressed legitimate
dissent and perpetuated systemic injustice.

List of Other Notorious Oppressors

Leopold II (in relation to colonial atrocities impacting Native
Americans indirectly)

White supremacist leaders and KKK members

Slave traders and plantation owners

Jim Crow lawmakers

Infamous Traitors and Spies
Betrayal of the nation through espionage and treason places certain
individuals in the category of worst people in US history. These figures
endangered national security and contributed to dangerous international
conflicts.

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
The Rosenbergs were convicted and executed for allegedly passing atomic
secrets to the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Their case remains
controversial but is widely cited as an example of espionage that threatened
national safety.

Aldrich Ames
Aldrich Ames was a CIA officer who became one of the most damaging spies in
US history by leaking classified information to the Soviet Union and Russia.
His actions compromised numerous American intelligence operations and agents.

Robert Hanssen
Robert Hanssen, an FBI agent, spied for the Soviet Union and Russia over two
decades, causing severe damage to US intelligence efforts. His betrayal is



considered one of the worst in American espionage history.

Additional Notorious Traitors

Benedict Arnold (Revolutionary War traitor)

John Walker (Naval officer and spy)

Virginia Hall (double agent context)

Controversial Cultural and Social Figures
Some individuals have had a lasting negative influence on American culture
and social dynamics through promoting hate, violence, or destructive
ideologies. These worst people in US history often exacerbated divisions and
contributed to societal harm.

David Duke
David Duke is a former Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan and a prominent white
supremacist. His advocacy of racist and anti-Semitic views has made him a
symbol of hate and intolerance in the United States.

Charles Coughlin
Charles Coughlin was a controversial Catholic priest and radio broadcaster in
the 1930s who promoted anti-Semitic and fascist sympathies. His influence
helped spread divisive and harmful ideologies during a critical period in
American history.

George Lincoln Rockwell
Founder of the American Nazi Party, Rockwell openly embraced neo-Nazi
ideology and racial hatred, contributing to extremist movements in America.
His rhetoric intensified social tensions and promoted violence.

List of Other Controversial Figures

Father Charles Edward Coughlin



Tom Metzger (white supremacist leader)

Louis Farrakhan (controversial religious leader)

Joseph McCarthy (anti-communist crusader with damaging tactics)

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is often considered one of the worst people in
US history due to their role in slavery?
Christopher Columbus is often criticized for his role in the exploitation and
enslavement of Indigenous peoples, but in terms of US history, figures like
slaveholders such as Jefferson Davis and others who perpetuated slavery are
frequently considered among the worst due to their direct involvement in
human suffering.

Why is Benedict Arnold regarded as one of the worst
figures in US history?
Benedict Arnold is infamous for betraying the American Revolutionary cause by
attempting to surrender West Point to the British, making him a symbol of
treason and betrayal in US history.

What actions made individuals like Joseph McCarthy
notorious in US history?
Joseph McCarthy led aggressive investigations and accusations during the Red
Scare, often without proper evidence, ruining many lives and careers through
fear-mongering and baseless allegations, which has led to his negative
legacy.

Which US historical figure is criticized for
policies that harmed Native American populations?
Andrew Jackson is widely criticized for his role in the Indian Removal Act,
which led to the forced relocation and suffering of thousands of Native
Americans during the Trail of Tears.

How have some US leaders been viewed negatively due
to their stance on civil rights?
Leaders who opposed civil rights progress, such as those who supported
segregation and discriminatory laws, are often seen as some of the worst



figures in US history for perpetuating inequality and racism.

Additional Resources
1. “The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That
Changed America” by Erik Larson
This gripping narrative intertwines the true story of the 1893 Chicago
World's Fair with the chilling tale of H.H. Holmes, one of America’s first
serial killers. Holmes used the fair to lure victims to his elaborately
constructed “Murder Castle.” Larson’s detailed research paints a vivid
picture of both the era’s optimism and the dark underbelly of human
depravity.

2. “Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed America Forever”
by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard
This book delves into the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln by John
Wilkes Booth, exploring the motivations and consequences of this tragic
event. It provides a detailed account of Booth’s background and the broader
impact on the nation during a pivotal moment in U.S. history. The authors
bring to life the tension and chaos surrounding the assassination.

3. “The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow” by Richard Wormser
Wormser’s book chronicles the long, painful history of Jim Crow laws and the
individuals who perpetuated systemic racism in the United States. It
highlights the social and political figures responsible for enforcing
segregation and discrimination. The book serves as a critical examination of
the forces behind one of the darkest chapters in American history.

4. “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” as told to Alex Haley
While Malcolm X is a complex figure and civil rights leader, this
autobiography also reveals his early life involvement with crime and
controversial views, showing the transformation of a man who once was
considered a dangerous figure. The book provides insight into the social
conditions that shaped his path and the evolution of his ideology. It is a
profound exploration of redemption, radicalism, and identity.

5. “The Monster of Florence” by Douglas Preston and Mario Spezi
This true crime book investigates a series of brutal murders in Florence,
Italy, but it also explores themes of corruption and incompetence that mirror
some of the worst traits seen in figures related to criminal justice in the
U.S. The authors expose the dark side of law enforcement and the failures
that allowed the killer to evade capture for years. It serves as a cautionary
tale about power abuse and miscarriage of justice.

6. “American Psycho” by Bret Easton Ellis
Though a work of fiction, this novel offers a chilling portrayal of a
psychopathic Wall Street banker whose violent tendencies reflect the worst
aspects of greed, narcissism, and moral decay in American society. The book
is a disturbing commentary on consumerism and the emptiness of the 1980s
elite culture. Ellis’s graphic and unsettling narrative forces readers to



confront the dark side of the American dream.

7. “The Path to Genocide: Essays on Launching the Final Solution” by
Christopher R. Browning
Focusing on the Holocaust, this collection includes analyses of the roles
played by individuals and institutions, some of which had American ties or
influence. Browning explores how ordinary people became perpetrators of
horrific crimes, shedding light on the psychology of evil. The book helps
understand the mechanisms that can lead to atrocities, relevant to
understanding some of the worst actors in history.

8. “Devil’s Knot: The True Story of the West Memphis Three” by Mara Leveritt
This investigative work examines the wrongful conviction of three teenagers
in a case that exposed deep flaws and biases in the American legal system.
Leveritt highlights how fear, prejudice, and incompetence can lead to
devastating miscarriages of justice. The book is a powerful critique of how
societal hysteria can target innocent people.

9. “Hitler’s American Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race
Law” by James Q. Whitman
Whitman’s scholarly work reveals how American race laws influenced the legal
framework of Nazi Germany, implicating American legal precedents in some of
the worst racial policies in history. The book challenges readers to confront
uncomfortable truths about the United States’ role in shaping racist
ideologies abroad. It is an essential study of how legal systems can
propagate injustice on a massive scale.
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