
wreaths across america history

wreaths across america history traces the inspiring origins and enduring
mission of a nonprofit organization dedicated to honoring fallen U.S.
veterans. This article explores how the tradition of laying wreaths at
veterans’ gravesites began and evolved into a nationwide movement. The story
highlights key milestones, including the organization's founding, its annual
wreath-laying ceremonies, and the impact on communities across the country.
Understanding the wreaths across america history offers insight into the
powerful symbolism and patriotic commitment that fuels this annual tribute.
Readers will gain an appreciation for the volunteers, sponsors, and leaders
who keep the legacy alive. This comprehensive overview also addresses the
organizational growth, partnerships, and educational initiatives. The
following sections provide a detailed exploration of the wreaths across
america history, from its humble beginnings to its current status as a
cherished national observance.
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Origins of Wreaths Across America
The origins of wreaths across america history date back to a simple yet
profound act of remembrance. It began with the tradition of placing wreaths
on the graves of fallen soldiers during the holiday season. This practice was
inspired by a 1992 shipment of balsam wreaths destined for Arlington National
Cemetery. The shipment was arranged by the Worcester Wreath Company in Maine,
which had been supplying wreaths to various military cemeteries for years.
The idea was to honor veterans by decorating their graves with fresh wreaths,
symbolizing respect, gratitude, and remembrance. This meaningful gesture
captured public attention and laid the foundation for a larger movement.

Early Wreath-Laying Traditions
Before the formal establishment of Wreaths Across America, individual
families and small groups occasionally placed wreaths on veterans’ graves



during the holidays. These early traditions, often informal and local,
emphasized the importance of remembering those who sacrificed for the nation.
The wreaths themselves were carefully crafted using natural materials such as
balsam fir, holly, and pine cones, chosen for their evergreen symbolism of
eternal life and memory. These early acts of remembrance inspired organizers
to consider a coordinated effort to expand the practice nationwide.

Inspiration from Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington National Cemetery served as the symbolic heart of this emerging
tradition. The cemetery, as the final resting place for thousands of American
service members, was the ideal location for a formal wreath-laying event. The
1992 shipment of wreaths to Arlington sparked interest in making the ceremony
an annual event, with growing community involvement. This initiative
highlighted the power of collective remembrance and demonstrated that
honoring veterans could become a unifying national endeavor. The wreaths
across america history is deeply rooted in this connection to Arlington
National Cemetery.

The Founding of the Organization
The official founding of Wreaths Across America marked a turning point in
wreaths across america history. In 2007, the nonprofit organization was
formally established to coordinate nationwide wreath-laying ceremonies
honoring veterans. The founding was driven by a commitment to "Remember,
Honor, and Teach," which became the organization's guiding principles. The
founders sought to ensure that every veteran’s grave would be recognized and
that future generations would learn the significance of military service and
sacrifice. The organization’s establishment provided structure, resources,
and outreach capabilities to expand the movement.

Key Founders and Leadership
Wreaths Across America was founded by a team of veterans, business leaders,
and community advocates who recognized the importance of a coordinated
national effort. Annually, the organization’s leadership has included
veterans with deep personal connections to military service and loss. Their
dedication to preserving the memory of fallen service members has been
instrumental in the nonprofit’s growth. Today, the leadership continues to
uphold the founding mission through strategic planning and volunteer
engagement.

Mission and Core Values
The mission of Wreaths Across America focuses on three pillars:

Remember: Honoring fallen veterans by placing wreaths on their graves.

Honor: Recognizing the service and sacrifice of all U.S. military



veterans.

Teach: Educating the public, especially younger generations, about the
importance of veterans’ contributions and military history.

These core values continue to guide the organization’s activities and
community programs, ensuring a lasting impact on how America commemorates its
military heroes.

Annual Wreath-Laying Ceremony
The annual wreath-laying ceremony is the centerpiece of wreaths across
america history and its ongoing efforts. Each December, thousands of
volunteers gather at national, state, and local cemeteries to place wreaths
on the graves of veterans. This event has grown into the largest wreath-
laying ceremony in the United States, symbolizing national unity and respect.
The ceremony includes moments of silence, patriotic music, and speeches that
reflect on the sacrifices made by service members. The wreath-laying serves
as a powerful visual reminder of the country’s debt to its military
personnel.

Event Logistics and Coordination
Organizing the annual ceremony requires extensive coordination between
Wreaths Across America staff, volunteers, cemetery officials, and sponsors.
Each wreath is tagged with the name of a veteran or donated in honor of a
specific individual or group. Volunteers often participate in wreath-laying
events at local cemeteries, while major ceremonies take place at national
cemeteries such as Arlington. The meticulous planning ensures that wreaths
are placed respectfully and timely, preserving the dignity of the event.

Community Participation
Community involvement is a hallmark of the wreath-laying ceremony. Schools,
scout troops, veterans organizations, and civic groups frequently
participate, fostering intergenerational connections and patriotic education.
Many communities hold fundraisers and wreath drives to sponsor wreaths,
demonstrating grassroots support. This widespread participation underscores
the unifying power of the ceremony and its role in strengthening civic pride
and remembrance culture.

Growth and National Expansion
From its modest beginnings, wreaths across america history reflects a
remarkable trajectory of growth and national expansion. The organization has
expanded from decorating a single cemetery to coordinating wreath-laying at
over 2,500 locations across all 50 states and beyond. This expansion has been
facilitated by partnerships, technological advancements, and increasing



public awareness. The growth also reflects a broader cultural commitment to
honoring veterans and preserving historical memory.

Milestones in Organizational Growth
Several milestones have marked the organization’s expansion:

2007: Formal incorporation as a nonprofit.1.

2011: Establishment of the National Wreaths Across America Day.2.

2015: Expansion to international military cemeteries.3.

2020: Distribution of over 2 million wreaths nationwide.4.

2023: Partnership growth with over 1,400 sponsors and thousands of5.
volunteers.

These milestones demonstrate the increasing scale and impact of the
organization’s mission.

Technological and Logistical Innovations
To manage the complexity of nationwide wreath delivery and placement, Wreaths
Across America has embraced technological tools and logistical innovations.
An online platform allows individuals and groups to sponsor wreaths, track
donations, and locate ceremonies. Advanced coordination with transportation
and cemetery officials ensures timely delivery and respectful placement of
wreaths. These innovations have helped maintain operational efficiency amid
growing demand.

Community Impact and Volunteerism
Volunteerism is at the heart of wreaths across america history and the
organization’s success. Volunteers contribute time, resources, and energy to
honor veterans and educate communities. The impact of these efforts is
visible in the strengthened ties within communities and increased awareness
of veterans’ sacrifices. The organization’s volunteer network includes people
of all ages and backgrounds, reflecting the broad support for its mission.

Roles and Responsibilities of Volunteers
Volunteers participate in a range of activities, including:

Organizing wreath drives and fundraising events.

Placing wreaths at cemeteries during the annual ceremony.



Assisting with educational outreach and presentations.

Supporting logistics and administrative tasks.

Promoting awareness through social media and community events.

These roles ensure that the organization’s objectives are met while fostering
a sense of community service and patriotism.

Volunteer Stories and Testimonials
Many volunteers share personal stories of how participating in wreath-laying
ceremonies has deepened their understanding of military service and loss.
These testimonials highlight the transformative power of remembrance and the
importance of passing down the legacy of sacrifice. Volunteer experiences
also serve to inspire others to join the movement and contribute to its
ongoing success.

Educational Programs and Outreach
Education is a critical component of wreaths across america history and the
organization's mission. Through various programs, the organization seeks to
teach younger generations about the significance of veterans’ sacrifices and
the values of patriotism and service. Educational outreach helps ensure that
the legacy of fallen heroes is preserved for the future.

School Programs and Curriculum Integration
Wreaths Across America provides educational materials and programs designed
for schools and youth organizations. These include lesson plans, assemblies,
and interactive activities that connect students with veterans’ stories and
national history. The programs aim to cultivate respect, empathy, and
historical awareness among young people. Many schools incorporate wreath-
laying ceremonies as part of their annual remembrance activities.

Public Awareness Campaigns
In addition to school programs, the organization conducts public awareness
campaigns to highlight the importance of honoring veterans. These campaigns
utilize social media, traditional media, and community events to reach
diverse audiences. The messaging emphasizes the themes of remembrance, honor,
and teaching, encouraging widespread participation in wreath-laying
ceremonies and related activities.

Partnerships and Sponsorships
Partnerships and sponsorships have played a vital role in the development and
sustainability of wreaths across america history. Collaborations with



businesses, veterans organizations, government agencies, and media outlets
have helped amplify the organization’s reach and resources. These
relationships enable the procurement of wreaths, logistical support, and
funding necessary to execute large-scale events.

Corporate and Community Sponsors
Corporate sponsors contribute wreaths, financial support, and volunteer
manpower. Many companies view their involvement as part of corporate social
responsibility and community engagement. Local businesses and civic groups
also sponsor wreaths and events, strengthening community ties. These
partnerships provide essential resources and visibility for the organization.

Government and Military Collaboration
Government agencies, including the Department of Veterans Affairs and the
military services, collaborate with Wreaths Across America to coordinate
access to cemeteries and support ceremonies. These partnerships ensure that
wreath-laying events comply with protocols and honor the dignity of veterans.
Military participation in ceremonies reinforces the connection between past
and present service members.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Wreaths Across America?
Wreaths Across America began in 1992 when Morrill Worcester, a Maine
Christmas wreath company owner, donated 5,000 wreaths to Arlington National
Cemetery to honor fallen veterans.

Who founded Wreaths Across America?
Wreaths Across America was founded by Morrill Worcester, who started the
tradition of placing wreaths on veterans' graves during the holiday season.

When is Wreaths Across America held each year?
Wreaths Across America is held annually on the third Saturday in December to
coincide with the holiday season and honor fallen veterans.

What is the main mission of Wreaths Across America?
The mission of Wreaths Across America is to remember, honor, and teach by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at veterans' cemeteries across the
United States.



How did Wreaths Across America grow from a local
event to a national movement?
From its initial donation in 1992, Wreaths Across America expanded through
volunteer efforts and partnerships, growing into a national movement that
places millions of wreaths at veterans’ graves annually.

What role do volunteers play in Wreaths Across
America history?
Volunteers are central to Wreaths Across America, helping to sponsor,
transport, and place wreaths at cemeteries, making the annual event possible
nationwide.

Has Wreaths Across America partnered with any
organizations historically?
Yes, Wreaths Across America has partnered with veterans organizations,
schools, and community groups to help promote its mission and expand its
reach.

How has Wreaths Across America evolved since its
inception?
Since 1992, Wreaths Across America has evolved from a single donation of
5,000 wreaths to coordinating millions of wreaths at over 2,500 locations,
emphasizing education and remembrance.

Additional Resources
1. Wreaths Across America: Honoring Our Veterans
This book delves into the origins and mission of Wreaths Across America,
highlighting the organization’s dedication to remembering fallen veterans
through the annual wreath-laying ceremonies. It offers personal stories of
veterans and volunteers, emphasizing the importance of honoring military
service. The book also explores the growth of the movement from a small local
event to a nationwide tradition.

2. The History of Wreath-Laying Traditions in America
Exploring the broader historical context of wreath-laying customs, this book
traces how wreaths have been used in American ceremonies to commemorate
military service and national holidays. It covers various periods in U.S.
history, from the Revolutionary War to contemporary Memorial Day observances.
Readers gain insight into the symbolism of wreaths and their evolving role in
public memory.

3. Circle of Remembrance: The Story Behind Wreaths Across America



This narrative offers an in-depth look at the people and stories behind the
Wreaths Across America organization. It captures the grassroots efforts,
challenges, and triumphs of those committed to preserving the legacy of
veterans. Through interviews and archival materials, the book provides a
heartfelt tribute to community spirit and patriotism.

4. Veterans Remembered: Wreaths and American Military History
Focusing on the connection between wreath-laying ceremonies and American
military history, this book discusses key battles and military figures
honored by wreaths. It examines how these ceremonies foster national unity
and collective memory. The work also reflects on the role of public rituals
in shaping historical consciousness.

5. Wreaths Across America: A Tradition of Honor and Service
This book chronicles the annual events and volunteer efforts that define
Wreaths Across America. It showcases stories from families, volunteers, and
veterans who participate in wreath-laying ceremonies across the country. The
text highlights the significance of service, remembrance, and community
involvement in sustaining this tradition.

6. The Symbolism of Wreaths in American Patriotic Ceremonies
An exploration of the cultural and symbolic meanings attached to wreaths in
American patriotic practices. The book analyzes how wreaths represent themes
such as sacrifice, victory, and eternal remembrance. It also compares
American wreath traditions with those from other cultures and historical
periods.

7. From Coast to Coast: Wreaths Across America and National Unity
This volume examines how Wreaths Across America fosters a sense of national
unity by connecting communities through shared acts of remembrance. It
details the organization’s expansion and the impact of synchronized wreath-
laying ceremonies held simultaneously across states. The book includes
personal anecdotes illustrating the unifying power of this tradition.

8. Remembering the Fallen: The Evolution of Wreaths Across America
Tracing the development of Wreaths Across America from its inception to the
present day, this book highlights key milestones and pivotal moments in the
organization’s history. It discusses how the initiative has adapted to
changing social and cultural landscapes while maintaining its core mission.
The narrative underscores the enduring importance of honoring those who have
served.

9. Wreaths of Remembrance: Stories from Wreaths Across America Volunteers
Featuring firsthand accounts from volunteers, this book brings to life the
personal experiences behind the wreath-laying events. It showcases the
dedication, challenges, and emotional connections formed during these
ceremonies. The collection of stories provides a unique perspective on the
impact of Wreaths Across America on individuals and communities alike.
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