
writers of the future forum
writers of the future forum is a prestigious platform dedicated to discovering and nurturing
emerging talent in the science fiction and fantasy writing community. Established to provide aspiring
writers with a unique opportunity to showcase their creativity, the forum has become a cornerstone
for new voices in speculative fiction. This article explores the history, structure, and significance of
the Writers of the Future Forum, highlighting its role in fostering literary growth and career
development. It also delves into the benefits participants receive, including mentorship, exposure,
and networking opportunities with established authors and industry professionals. Additionally,
practical information on how to enter the contest and what to expect from the forum experience is
provided. Readers will gain comprehensive insights into why the Writers of the Future Forum remains
a vital institution for the next generation of science fiction and fantasy writers.
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History and Background of the Writers of the Future
Forum
The Writers of the Future Forum was founded in 1983 by L. Ron Hubbard as part of the Writers of the
Future Contest, a competition aimed at discovering new talent in science fiction and fantasy writing.
Over the decades, it has grown into an internationally recognized platform that supports aspiring
writers by providing a professional venue for their work to be recognized and developed. The forum is
closely tied to the quarterly anthology series, which publishes winning stories from the contest,
thereby giving new authors their first significant publication credit. This initiative has played a crucial
role in revitalizing the speculative fiction genre by continually injecting fresh voices and innovative
ideas into the literary landscape.

Origins and Founding Principles
The forum was created with the goal of encouraging new writers who might otherwise struggle to
break into the competitive publishing world. It emphasizes mentorship, education, and community
building among writers, editors, and industry veterans. The underlying philosophy promotes the belief
that talent needs opportunity and guidance to flourish, which the forum systematically provides.



Evolution Over Time
Since its inception, the Writers of the Future Forum has expanded to include workshops, panel
discussions, and live events, all of which contribute to the holistic development of writers. Its
reputation has attracted a wide array of judges and mentors, including some of the most celebrated
names in speculative fiction. The forum has adapted to technological changes and the evolving
publishing industry, maintaining relevance and appeal to new generations of writers.

Structure and Format of the Forum
The Writers of the Future Forum operates as a multi-faceted program designed to support writers
beyond the initial contest submission. It is structured around several key components that provide a
comprehensive developmental experience.

Quarterly Contest and Anthology
The core of the forum is the quarterly writing contest, where participants submit original short stories
in the science fiction or fantasy genres. Winning entries are selected by a panel of judges and are
published in the Writers of the Future anthology series. This anthology serves as an official record of
achievement and a launching pad for many writers’ careers.

Workshops and Mentorship
Winners of the contest are invited to attend week-long workshops that focus on improving writing
skills, understanding the publishing industry, and receiving direct feedback from professional authors
and editors. These workshops are integral to the forum’s educational mission and provide
personalized guidance to help writers refine their craft.

Networking and Events
The forum also hosts a range of events including seminars, panel discussions, and award ceremonies.
These gatherings allow emerging writers to connect with established professionals, agents, and
publishers, creating a supportive community and facilitating professional relationships.

Benefits for Emerging Writers
Participation in the Writers of the Future Forum offers numerous advantages that can significantly
impact an emerging writer’s career trajectory. The forum is designed to provide both tangible and
intangible benefits to foster long-term success.



Publication and Exposure
Being published in the Writers of the Future anthology provides new writers with crucial exposure to
readers, editors, and agents. This early publication credit is often a valuable addition to a writer’s
portfolio, increasing credibility and opening doors to further opportunities.

Professional Development
Through workshops and mentorship, writers gain insights into story structure, character development,
and genre conventions from seasoned professionals. This targeted professional development helps
writers elevate their work to meet industry standards.

Community and Support
The forum fosters a collaborative environment where writers can share experiences, challenges, and
successes. This community support plays a vital role in maintaining motivation and encouraging
continuous improvement.

Recognition and Awards
Winning the contest and participating in the forum often leads to recognition within the speculative
fiction community. Awards and accolades associated with the forum can enhance a writer’s reputation
and increase visibility in a crowded marketplace.

Entry Process and Eligibility
The Writers of the Future Forum maintains a clear and accessible entry process designed to
encourage participation from writers worldwide. Understanding the eligibility and submission
guidelines is essential for prospective entrants.

Submission Guidelines
Entries must be original short stories in the science fiction or fantasy genres, typically within a
specified word count range. Stories should not have been published previously, ensuring the contest
showcases fresh work. Manuscripts must follow formatting standards outlined by the contest to
ensure fairness and consistency during judging.

Who Can Enter?
The contest is open to amateur writers who have not yet sold a professional short story or novel. This
focus on emerging talent ensures that the forum remains a platform for new voices rather than
established authors. Participants can submit multiple entries each quarter, increasing their chances of
selection.



Judging and Selection
A panel of established authors and editors reviews the submissions anonymously to select winners.
The judging process emphasizes creativity, originality, and storytelling quality. Winners are notified
and invited to participate in the forum’s workshops and events.

Impact on Careers and the Literary Community
The Writers of the Future Forum has had a profound impact on both individual careers and the
broader speculative fiction community. Its role in shaping new talent and influencing genre trends
cannot be overstated.

Launching Successful Writing Careers
Many authors who first gained recognition through the Writers of the Future Forum have gone on to
achieve significant success in publishing, film, and other media. The forum’s endorsement often
serves as a mark of quality that attracts agent representation and book deals.

Contribution to Genre Diversity and Innovation
By continually introducing fresh voices and perspectives, the forum helps diversify the science fiction
and fantasy genres. This infusion of new ideas promotes innovation and keeps the genres vibrant and
evolving.

Strengthening the Writing Community
The forum’s networking opportunities and collaborative spirit contribute to a stronger, more
interconnected writing community. This support system benefits both new and established writers,
fostering an environment of shared growth and creativity.

Notable Alumni
Several prominent authors attribute part of their early success to participation in the Writers of the
Future Forum. These alumni serve as inspirational examples for new entrants and reinforce the
forum’s reputation as a launching pad for literary achievement.

Participation Tips and Best Practices
To maximize the benefits of the Writers of the Future Forum, prospective participants should
approach the contest and subsequent activities with preparation and professionalism.



Crafting a Competitive Submission
Focus on originality, strong narrative structure, and well-developed characters. Careful editing and
adherence to contest guidelines improve the likelihood of selection. Writers should consider feedback
from peers or writing groups before submission.

Engaging in Workshops and Events
Active participation in workshops and networking events enhances learning and professional
connections. Being open to critique and willing to revise work are essential attitudes for growth.

Building a Writing Career Post-Forum
Writers should leverage the publication and contacts gained through the forum to pursue further
opportunities. Continuing to write, submit, and engage with the literary community is crucial for
sustained success.

Submit original speculative fiction stories adhering to contest rules

Participate fully in workshops and mentorship sessions

Network with peers and established authors

Use publication credits to build a professional writing portfolio

Maintain consistent writing practice and pursue additional publishing opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Writers of the Future Forum?
The Writers of the Future Forum is an annual event that brings together emerging science fiction and
fantasy writers who have been recognized in the Writers of the Future Contest, providing them
opportunities for networking, mentorship, and professional development.

Who can attend the Writers of the Future Forum?
The forum is primarily designed for winners of the Writers of the Future Contest, but it may also
include guest speakers, established authors, editors, and industry professionals who participate in
panels and workshops.



When and where is the Writers of the Future Forum held?
The Writers of the Future Forum is typically held once a year, often in conjunction with the Writers of
the Future Awards ceremony. The location varies, but it is commonly hosted in major cities with a
strong science fiction and fantasy presence.

What activities are featured at the Writers of the Future
Forum?
The forum features panel discussions, writing workshops, keynote speeches, networking sessions, and
Q&A events aimed at helping new writers improve their craft and learn about the publishing industry.

How does the Writers of the Future Forum benefit new
writers?
The forum offers winners direct access to experienced authors, editors, and agents, providing
mentorship, industry insights, and the chance to build professional relationships that can advance
their writing careers.

Is the Writers of the Future Forum open to the public?
Generally, the forum is an exclusive event for contest winners and invited guests, but some panels or
keynote speeches may be open to the public or available through live streaming.

Additional Resources
1. Voices Beyond Tomorrow: Emerging Writers Shaping the Future
This book explores the innovative ideas and storytelling techniques of up-and-coming authors who are
redefining literature. It highlights how technology, culture, and social change influence their
narratives. Readers gain insight into the evolving landscape of writing and publishing in the digital
age.

2. Future Ink: The Next Generation of Literary Visionaries
Future Ink profiles a diverse group of futuristic writers who blend genres and experiment with form.
The book delves into their creative processes and the themes that resonate with younger
generations. It serves as both inspiration and a roadmap for aspiring writers aiming to leave a mark
on tomorrow’s literary world.

3. Digital Quills: Writing in the Age of AI and Innovation
This volume examines how artificial intelligence and new technologies are transforming the craft of
writing. It includes essays and interviews with authors adapting to AI tools, exploring ethical
considerations and creative possibilities. The book is essential for those interested in the intersection
of technology and storytelling.

4. Tomorrow’s Tales: Speculative Fiction and the Writers of the Future Forum
Focusing on speculative fiction, this collection showcases stories and essays from members of the
Writers of the Future Forum. It celebrates imagination and forward-thinking narratives that challenge
the boundaries of reality. Readers are introduced to fresh voices shaping the genre’s future.



5. Penning Progress: How Young Writers Are Changing Literature
Penning Progress highlights the impact of young writers on contemporary literature and their role in
pushing societal conversations forward. The book features interviews, writing tips, and case studies of
authors who have gained recognition through the Writers of the Future Forum. It encourages
emerging writers to embrace innovation and authenticity.

6. Ink and Innovation: The Future of Storytelling
This book explores new storytelling methods made possible by digital platforms, interactive media,
and virtual reality. Contributors include forward-thinking writers who discuss how these tools expand
narrative possibilities. It is a guide to understanding storytelling’s evolving forms and reaching future
audiences.

7. The New Frontier: Writers Pioneering Tomorrow’s Literature
The New Frontier profiles groundbreaking authors who challenge traditional literary norms with bold
ideas and experimental styles. It covers how social changes and global perspectives influence their
work. This book is a celebration of creativity that pushes the boundaries of what literature can be.

8. Creative Horizons: Inspiring the Writers of the Future
Creative Horizons offers mentorship advice, writing exercises, and motivational stories from
established and emerging authors. It is designed to support writers looking to develop their unique
voices and adapt to the changing literary landscape. The book encourages a future-focused mindset
for sustained creative growth.

9. Beyond the Page: The Evolution of the Writer’s Role in a Changing World
This book discusses how writers are expanding their roles beyond traditional publishing, engaging
with multimedia, activism, and community building. It includes case studies of Writers of the Future
Forum participants who leverage their platforms for social impact. Readers learn about the dynamic
and influential position of writers in the future.
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