WRITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING JUDGED

WRITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING JUDGED IS AN EVOCATIVE TOPIC THAT INVITES PERSONAL REFLECTION AND
STORYTELLING. |T CHALLENGES WRITERS TO DELVE INTO THEIR EXPERIENCES, FEELINGS, AND INSIGHTS RELATED TO
JUDGMENT—AN EXPERIENCE THAT IS UNIVERSAL YET DEEPLY PERSONAL. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE NUANCES OF
WRITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY ON THIS SUBJECT, OFFERING GUIDANCE ON STRUCTURE, CONTENT, AND EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT.

UNDERSTANDING NARRATIVE ESSAYS

A NARRATIVE ESSAY IS A FORM OF STORYTELLING THAT ALLOWS THE WRITER TO SHARE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND INSIGHTS.
UNLIKE OTHER TYPES OF ESSAYS, WHICH MAY RELY ON ARGUMENTATIVE OR EXPOSITORY TECHNIQUES, A NARRATIVE ESSAY
FOCUSES ON A SPECIFIC EVENT OR EXPERIENCE, OFTEN INCORPORATING ELEMENTS SUCH AS:

- CHARACTERS: PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE STORY, INCLUDING THE NARRATOR.

- SETTING: THE BACKDROP WHERE THE EVENTS OCCUR, WHICH HELPS ESTABLISH MOOD AND CONTEXT.

- PLOT: THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS THAT UNFOLD THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE.

- CONFLICT: A CHALLENGE OR STRUGGLE FACED BY THE NARRATOR, OFTEN CENTRAL TO THE THEME OF JUDGMENT.

- REsoLUTION: THE OUTCOME OF THE CONFLICT, WHICH MAY LEAD TO PERSONAL GROWTH OR NEWFOUND UNDERSTANDING.

IN WRITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING JUDGED, THE FOCUS WILL BE ON THE PERSONAL IMPACT OF JUDGMENT—HOW IT
SHAPES IDENTITY, INFLUENCES DECISIONS, AND AFFECTS RELATIONSHIPS.

CHOOSING A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

W/HEN WRITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY, SELECTING THE RIGHT PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IS CRUCIAL. HERE ARE SOME STRATEGIES FOR
CHOOSING AN EXPERIENCE RELATED TO JUDGMENT:

1. REFLECT ON MOMENTS OF JUDGMENT

CONSIDER TIMES WHEN YOU FELT JUDGED BY OTHERS. THIS COULD INCLUDE:

- ACADEMIC SETTINGS: BEING JUDGED BY TEACHERS OR PEERS BASED ON PERFORMANCE.

- SOCIAL INTERACTIONS: FEELING SCRUTINIZED IN SOCIAL GROUPS OR FRIENDSHIPS.

- FAMILY DYNAMICS: EXPERIENCING JUDGMENT FROM FAMILY MEMBERS REGARDING CHOICES OR LIFESTYLE.

- PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENTS: FACING JUDGMENT IN THE WORKPLACE, SUCH AS DURING INTERVIEWS OR EVALUATIONS.

2. CoNSIDER THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT

THINK ABOUT THE EMOTIONS TIED TO THESE EXPERIENCES. DID YOU FEEL HURT, MOTIVATED, OR CHANGED BY THE JUDGMENT?
REFLECTING ON YOUR EMOTIONAL RESPONSE WILL DEEPEN THE NARRATIVE AND ALLOW READERS TO CONNECT WITH YOUR
EXPERIENCE.

3. IDENTIFY THE LESSON LEARNED

A COMPELLING NARRATIVE OFTEN INCLUDES A TRANSFORMATIVE MOMENT. WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM BEING JUDGED? DID IT
CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON YOURSELF OR OTHERS? THIS INSIGHT WILL SERVE AS A POWERFUL CONCLUSION TO YOUR
ESSAY.



STRUCTURING YOUR NARRATIVE ESsSAY

A WELL-STRUCTURED NARRATIVE ESSAY TYPICALLY FOLLOWS A TRADITIONAL ESSAY FORMAT, INCLUDING AN INTRODUCTION,
BODY, AND CONCLUSION. HO\X/EVER, THE NARRATIVE APPROACH ALLOWS FOR FLEXIBILITY IN HOW THESE ELEMENTS ARE
PRESENTED.

1. INTRODUCTION

BEGIN WITH A HOOK TO ENGAGE THE READER. THIS COULD BE A POIGNANT QUOTE, A VIVID DESCRIPTION, OR A THOUGHT~
PROVOKING QUESTION RELATED TO THE THEME OF JUDGMENT. FOLLOW THE HOOK WITH BACKGROUND INFORMATION THAT SETS
THE CONTEXT FOR YOUR STORY.

EXAMPLE:

> HJUDGMENT IS A MIRROR THAT REFLECTS NOT ONLY THE FLAWS OF THOSE BEING OBSERVED BUT ALSO THE INSECURITIES OF
THOSE DOING THE OBSERVING. [T WAS DURING MY SENIOR YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL THAT | FIRST FELT THE WEIGHT OF THIS

"
TRUTH.

2. BobY PARAGRAPHS

ORGANIZE THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY INTO SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS, EACH FOCUSING ON DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF YOUR EXPERIENCE.
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURE:

- SETTING THE SCENE: DESCRIBE THE ENVIRONMENT AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE JUDGMENT.

- THE EVENT: DETAIL THE SPECIFIC MOMENT WHEN YOU FELT JUDGED. INCLUDE SENSORY DETAILS TO IMMERSE THE READER IN THE
EXPERIENCE.

- EMOTIONAL RESPONSE: REFLECT ON HOW THE JUDGMENT AFFECTED YOU. WHAT THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS AROSE?

- CONFLICT: INTRODUCE ANY INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL CONFLICTS RESULTING FROM THE JUDGMENT. THIS COULD INVOLVE
GRAPPLING WITH SELF-DOUBT OR CONFRONTING THE JUDGE.

- ResoLuTIoN: CONCLUDE THE BODY BY SHARING HOW YOU MOVED PAST THE JUDGMENT, WHAT YOU LEARNED, AND HOW IT
INFLUENCED YOUR CHARACTER OR CHOICES.

3. CoNCLUSION

THE CONCLUSION SHOULD TIE TOGETHER THE THEMES OF JUDGMENT AND PERSONAL GROWTH. REFLECT ON THE BROADER
IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR EXPERIENCE, PERHAPS CONNECTING IT TO SOCIETAL NORMS OR THE UNIVERSAL NATURE OF JUDGMENT.

EXAMPLE:
> “THROUGH THE LENS OF JUDGMENT, | LEARNED THAT WHILE OTHERS MAY CAST STONES, IT IS OUR OWN PERCEPTION OF SELF

THAT ULTIMATELY SHAPES OUR REALITY. EMBRACING VULNERABILITY TRANSFORMED JUDGMENT FROM A WEAPON INTO A
CATALYST FOR GROWTH.”

CRrRAFTING ENGAGING DESCRIPTIONS

T o ENHANCE YOUR NARRATIVE ESSAY, USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE THAT PAINTS VIVID PICTURES FOR THE READER. CONSIDER
THE FOLLOWING TECHNIQUES:



1. SHow, DoN’T TEeLL

INSTEAD OF MERELY STATING YOUR FEELINGS, USE IMAGERY AND SENSORY DETAILS TO CONVEY EMOTIONS. For EXAMPLE:

- INSTEAD OF SAYING, I FELT NERVOUS,” DESCRIBE THE PHYSICAL SENSATIONS: “MY HEART RACED AS | STOOD AT THE FRONT
OF THE CLASSROOM, MY PALMS CLAMMY AND MY VOICE BARELY A WHISPER.”

2. Use DIALOGUE

INCORPORATE DIALOGUE TO BRING CHARACTERS TO LIFE AND CREATE DYNAMIC INTERACTIONS. THIS CAN HELP ILLUSTRATE THE
JUDGMENT YOU FACED AND PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO THE PERSPECTIVES OF OTHERS.

3. CReATE VIVID SETTINGS

SET THE SCENE BY DETAILING THE ENVIRONMENT. USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE TO ENGAGE THE READER’S SENSES AND TRANSPORT
THEM TO THE MOMENT OF JUDGMENT.

EXAMPLE:

> “THE CAFETERIA BUZZED WITH CHATTER, THE SMELL OF GREASY FRIES AND PIZZA WAFTING THROUGH THE AIR. AS | SAT ALONE
AT THE CORNER TABLE, THE LAUGHTER OF MY PEERS FELT LIKE A DISTANT ECHO, PUNCTUATED BY THE PIERCING STARES THAT
MADE MY SKIN CRAWL.”

REVISING AND EDITING YOUR ESSAY

ONCE YOU HAVE DRAFTED YOUR NARRATIVE ESSAY, REVISING AND EDITING ARE CRUCIAL STEPS IN THE WRITING PROCESS. Here
ARE SOME TIPS!

1. TAKE A BREAK

AFTER FINISHING YOUR FIRST DRAFT, STEP AWAY FROM THE ESSAY FOR A DAY OR TWO. THIS BREAK WILL GIVE YOU FRESH EYES
WHEN YOU RETURN TO REVISE.

2. Reap ALoup

READING YOUR ESSAY ALOUD CAN HELP YOU CATCH AWKW ARD PHRASING, RUN-ON SENTENCES, AND AREAS THAT MAY NEED
CLARIFICATION.

3. Seek FEEDBACK

SHARE YOUR ESSAY WITH A TRUSTED FRIEND, FAMILY MEMBER, OR TEACHER. THEIR FEEDBACK CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHT
AND HELP YOU REFINE YOUR NARRATIVE.



4. CHeck FOR CLARITY

ENSURE THAT YOUR ESSAY HAS A CLEAR FOCUS AND THAT YOUR MAIN MESSAGE ABOUT BEING JUDGED IS EVIDENT THROUGHOUT
THE NARRATIVE.

FINAL THOUGHTS

W/RITING A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING JUDGED OFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PERSONAL EXPLORATION AND CONNECTION
WITH READERS. BY SHARING YOUR EXPERIENCES, EMOTIONS, AND LESSONS LEARNED, YOU CAN CREATE A POWERFUL NARRATIVE
THAT RESONATES WITH OTHERS. REMEMBER TO STRUCTURE YOUR ESSAY THOUGHTFULLY, CRAFT ENGAGING DESCRIPTIONS, AND
REVISE DILIGENTLY. ULTIMATELY/ YOUR STORY ABOUT JUDGMENT CAN INSPIRE EMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING, REMINDING US ALL
OF OUR SHARED HUMANITY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE KEY ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE IN A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING
JUDGED?

KEY ELEMENTS INCLUDE A CLEAR SETTING, A DEFINED CONFLICT, PERSONAL REFLECTIONS, AND A RESOLUTION THAT HIGHLIGHTS
PERSONAL GROWTH OR UNDERSTANDING.

How CAN | EFFECTIVELY CONVEY MY EMOTIONS IN A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING
JUDGED?

USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND SENSORY DETAILS TO IMMERSE THE READER IN YOUR EXPERIENCE. SHOW YOUR FEELINGS
THROUGH ACTIONS, THOUGHTS, AND DIALOGUE.

SHOULD | FOCUS ON A SPECIFIC INCIDENT OR A SERIES OF EVENTS IN MY NARRATIVE
ESSAY?

FOCUSING ON A SPECIFIC INCIDENT ALLOWS FOR DEEPER EXPLORATION AND REFLECTION, MAKING YOUR NARRATIVE MORE
IMPACTFUL AND RELATABLE.

W/HAT TECHNIQUES CAN | USE TO CREATE SUSPENSE IN MY NARRATIVE ESSAY?

YOU CAN CREATE SUSPENSE BY WITHHOLDING INFORMATION, USING CLIFFHANGERS, AND PACING THE NARRATIVE TO BUILD
TENSION LEADING UP TO THE MOMENT OF JUDGMENT.

How cAN | RELATE MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF BEING JUDGED TO A BROADER THEME?

[DENTIFY UNIVERSAL THEMES SUCH AS SELF-ACCEPTANCE, RESILIENCE, OR THE IMPACT OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND WEAVE
THESE INTO YOUR NARRATIVE TO RESONATE WITH READERS.

\WHAT SHOULD | AVOID WHEN WRITING ABOUT BEING JUDGED IN MY NARRATIVE ESSAY?

Avolb GENERALIZATIONS, OVERLY NEGATIVE PORTRAYALS OF OTHERS, AND EXCESSIVE SELF-PITY. Focus INSTEAD ON
PERSONAL GROWTH AND LESSONS LEARNED.



How cAN | USE DIALOGUE EFFECTIVELY IN MY NARRATIVE ESSAY?

USE DIALOGUE TO REVEAL CHARACTER TRAITS, CONVEY EMOTIONS, AND MOVE THE STORY FORW ARD. MAKE SURE IT SOUNDS
NATURAL AND REFLECTS THE DYNAMICS OF THE JUDGMENT.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESOLUTION IN A NARRATIVE ESSAY ABOUT BEING
JUDGED?

THE RESOLUTION IS CRUCIAL AS IT DEMONSTRATES HOW THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING JUDGED HAS IMPACTED YOU, HIGHLIGHTING
YOUR GROWTH AND ANY CHANGES IN PERSPECTIVE.
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