
writing a notary letter
Writing a notary letter can be a daunting task for many, especially for those who are unfamiliar
with the legal jargon and specific requirements. A notary letter serves as an important document
that can be used in various legal and financial transactions, such as verifying identities, attesting
signatures, or acknowledging the signing of important documents. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore the essential elements of writing a notary letter, the different types of notary letters, and
tips for ensuring your letter is effective and compliant with legal standards.

Understanding Notary Letters

Notary letters are official documents that a notary public prepares to certify the authenticity of
signatures and the identities of the signatories involved. They serve as a form of protection against
fraud and help to ensure that all parties involved in a transaction are acting willingly and with full
understanding of the implications.

Types of Notary Letters

There are several types of notary letters that one might encounter, each serving a specific purpose.
Here are some common types:

Acknowledgment Letters: These letters confirm that a person has signed a document in the
presence of a notary public.

Jurats: A jurat is a specific type of notary letter that confirms that a person has sworn or
affirmed the truthfulness of the contents of a document before the notary.

Proof of Execution: This type of letter serves as evidence that a document has been
executed, typically used in real estate transactions.

Certified Copies: Notaries can provide certified copies of original documents, ensuring that
the copy is a true, accurate representation of the original.

Essential Elements of Writing a Notary Letter

When writing a notary letter, it is crucial to include specific elements to ensure its validity and
effectiveness. Here’s a breakdown of what to include:



1. Title of the Document

Begin with a clear title that indicates the type of notary letter you are writing. This helps in
categorizing the document and sets the tone for what follows.

2. Notary Public Information

Include the notary’s name, title, office address, and contact information. This establishes credibility
and allows for confirmation of the notary's authority.

3. Date and Location

Specify the date and location where the notarization took place. This adds context and can be
important for legal purposes.

4. Identification of the Signer(s)

Clearly identify the person(s) whose signature is being notarized. Include full names, addresses, and,
if possible, identification numbers (such as a driver's license or passport number).

5. Description of the Document

Provide a brief description of the document being signed. This should include the title of the
document and the purpose it serves.

6. Acknowledgment Statement

In acknowledgment letters, include a statement that indicates the signer appeared before the notary
and acknowledged their signature on the document. For jurats, include a statement that the signer
swore or affirmed the contents of the document.

7. Signature and Seal of the Notary

The notary public must sign the letter and affix their official seal. This is critical for the letter's
validity.



Steps to Write a Notary Letter

Writing a notary letter involves several steps. Follow this structured approach to create your
document:

Gather Information: Collect all necessary information about the signer(s), the document, and1.
the notary public.

Choose the Correct Format: Decide on the type of notary letter you need (acknowledgment,2.
jurat, etc.) and follow the specific format required.

Draft the Letter: Using the essential elements outlined above, draft the letter. Ensure clarity3.
and professionalism in your language.

Review for Accuracy: Double-check all names, dates, and other information for accuracy.4.
Mistakes can invalidate the document.

Obtain Notary Signature: Arrange for the notary public to review and sign the document in5.
your presence.

Distribute Copies: After notarization, provide copies to all relevant parties.6.

Tips for Writing an Effective Notary Letter

To ensure your notary letter meets all necessary legal requirements and serves its intended purpose,
consider the following tips:

1. Use Clear and Concise Language

Legal documents can often be convoluted, but clarity is vital. Use straightforward language to
convey your message effectively.

2. Stick to the Facts

Avoid unnecessary embellishments or opinions. A notary letter should state only the facts relevant to
the notarization.

3. Be Mindful of Formatting



Use a professional format, including margins, fonts, and headings, to present a polished document.
This aids in readability and conveys professionalism.

4. Keep Copies

Always retain copies of the notary letter for your records. This is essential in case there are any
disputes or questions regarding the notarization in the future.

5. Understand Local Laws and Regulations

Notary laws can vary significantly by state or region. Familiarize yourself with local regulations to
ensure compliance and validity.

Conclusion

Writing a notary letter is a critical skill that can assist in various legal transactions. By
understanding the essential elements and following the correct procedures, you can create a notary
letter that serves its purpose effectively. Remember to stay informed about local laws and best
practices to ensure your notarization process is smooth and legally binding. With the right approach,
you can confidently navigate the complexities of writing a notary letter, providing peace of mind to
all parties involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a notary letter?
A notary letter is a document that certifies the authenticity of a signature, the identity of the signer,
or the execution of a document, typically performed by a notary public.

What should be included in a notary letter?
A notary letter should include the date, the names of the parties involved, a description of the
document being notarized, the notary's signature, seal, and any relevant identification information.

How do I find a notary to write a notary letter?
You can find a notary by searching online for notary services in your area, checking with local banks,
or using mobile notary services that can come to your location.



Is a notary letter legally binding?
Yes, a notary letter is legally binding as it serves as an official verification of the signature and
identity of the signer, provided that all legal requirements are met.

Can I write my own notary letter?
While you can draft your own notary letter, it must comply with state laws regarding notarization
and include all required elements to be valid.

What are common uses for a notary letter?
Common uses for a notary letter include real estate transactions, loan agreements, wills, powers of
attorney, and other legal documents requiring verification of signatures.

How much does it cost to get a notary letter?
The cost of notarization varies by state and notary, but it typically ranges from $5 to $15 per
signature, with additional fees for travel if using a mobile notary.

Do I need to bring anything when getting a notary letter?
Yes, you should bring valid government-issued identification and the document that requires
notarization to the notary.

Can a notary public refuse to write a notary letter?
Yes, a notary public can refuse to notarize a document if they suspect fraud, feel uncomfortable with
the situation, or if the signer is not present.
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