
writing claim evidence reasoning
example

writing claim evidence reasoning example is a foundational approach in academic
writing and critical thinking that helps writers construct clear, logical, and persuasive
arguments. This method involves making a claim, supporting it with credible evidence, and
explaining the reasoning that connects the evidence back to the claim. Understanding how
to effectively use claim, evidence, and reasoning allows writers to strengthen their essays,
research papers, and debates. This article explores the components of this framework,
provides detailed examples, and offers practical tips on crafting strong claims, selecting
appropriate evidence, and articulating sound reasoning. In addition, this guide will clarify
common pitfalls and how to avoid them when writing claim evidence reasoning examples.
Readers will gain insight into improving their analytical writing skills through structured
argumentation. The content is designed to serve educators, students, and professionals
aiming to enhance their writing proficiency. Following this introduction, a clear table of
contents outlines the main sections of the article for ease of navigation.
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Understanding the Claim in Writing
The claim is the central argument or assertion that a writer intends to prove through their
writing. It represents the writer’s position on a particular topic or issue. In the context of
writing claim evidence reasoning example, the claim serves as the foundation on which the
entire argument is built. A strong claim is clear, concise, and debatable, meaning it takes a
stance that others might challenge or oppose. It should not be merely a statement of fact
but rather an idea that requires support through evidence and reasoning.

Characteristics of a Strong Claim
A well-constructed claim possesses several key characteristics that make it effective:

Specificity: The claim should focus on a particular aspect of a topic rather than a



broad or vague statement.

Debatability: It must present a viewpoint that can be supported or opposed, inviting
discussion or argument.

Clarity: The claim should be clearly stated and easily understood by the reader.

Relevance: It should directly relate to the question or prompt being addressed in the
writing.

Examples of Effective Claims
To illustrate, here are some examples of strong claims:

“School uniforms improve student discipline and reduce peer pressure.”

“Renewable energy sources are essential to combating climate change.”

“The rise of social media has negatively impacted face-to-face communication skills.”

Choosing Effective Evidence
Evidence is the factual information, data, or examples that support the claim. In the writing
claim evidence reasoning example framework, evidence serves as the concrete basis for
the claim’s validity. Selecting strong, credible evidence is crucial because unsupported
claims are unconvincing and undermine the writer’s credibility. Effective evidence should
be relevant, accurate, and sufficient to back the claim convincingly.

Types of Evidence
Different kinds of evidence can be used to support claims, depending on the writing context
and subject matter:

Statistical Data: Numbers, percentages, and studies that provide quantitative
support.

Expert Testimony: Quotations or paraphrased ideas from authorities in the field.

Examples: Specific instances or case studies that illustrate the claim.

Facts: Verified information that is widely accepted as true.

Analogies: Comparisons that clarify or reinforce the argument.



Evaluating Evidence Quality
To ensure evidence strengthens the claim, consider the following criteria:

Credibility: Is the source reliable and recognized?

Relevance: Does the evidence directly support the claim?

Recency: Is the information up-to-date?

Accuracy: Is the evidence free from errors or bias?

Sufficiency: Is there enough evidence to convincingly support the claim?

Explaining Reasoning Clearly
Reasoning is the critical connection that links the evidence back to the claim. It explains
why the evidence matters and how it supports the claim. Without clear reasoning, even the
strongest evidence can fail to persuade the reader. The reasoning component
demonstrates the writer’s analytical skills, showing an understanding of the topic and the
ability to make logical inferences.

Elements of Effective Reasoning
Effective reasoning involves several elements that contribute to clarity and persuasiveness:

Explanation: Clearly articulate how the evidence supports the claim.

Analysis: Break down evidence to reveal its significance.

Linking: Explicitly connect the evidence to the claim rather than assuming the reader
will make the connection.

Addressing Counterarguments: Acknowledge and refute opposing viewpoints
when appropriate.

Examples of Reasoning Statements
Here are some examples that demonstrate reasoning:

“Because school uniforms reduce visible socioeconomic differences, they help



decrease peer pressure, which supports the claim that uniforms improve student
discipline.”

“Since renewable energy reduces carbon emissions, it directly addresses the primary
cause of climate change, reinforcing the need for its adoption.”

“The decrease in face-to-face interactions due to social media use inhibits the
development of interpersonal skills, thereby negatively impacting communication
abilities.”

Writing Claim Evidence Reasoning Examples
Constructing a well-organized paragraph or essay using the claim evidence reasoning
model requires practice and attention to detail. The following examples demonstrate how to
integrate each component cohesively.

Example 1: Environmental Topic
Claim: Implementing stricter emissions regulations is necessary to improve air quality.

Evidence: According to the Environmental Protection Agency, cities with tighter emissions
standards have shown a 30% reduction in air pollutants over the past decade.

Reasoning: This data indicates that stricter regulations effectively reduce harmful
pollutants, directly contributing to cleaner air and improved public health, thus supporting
the claim.

Example 2: Education Topic
Claim: Incorporating technology in classrooms enhances student engagement.

Evidence: A 2022 study by the National Education Association found that students using
interactive digital tools scored 15% higher on engagement measures compared to
traditional methods.

Reasoning: The increased engagement scores demonstrate that technology motivates
students to participate actively in learning, validating the claim that technology enhances
classroom engagement.

Step-by-Step Guide to Writing CER Paragraphs

State your claim: Present your main argument clearly and succinctly.1.

Provide evidence: Include relevant facts, data, or examples that support your claim.2.

Explain your reasoning: Connect the evidence to the claim, explaining why it3.



matters.

Review and revise: Ensure clarity, coherence, and logical flow between all parts.4.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
When writing claim evidence reasoning examples, several common errors can weaken the
argument. Recognizing and addressing these mistakes improves writing quality
significantly.

Overgeneralization
Making claims that are too broad or unsupported by sufficient evidence can undermine
credibility. Avoid sweeping statements without specific backing.

Insufficient Evidence
Claims without adequate or relevant evidence fail to persuade readers. Always ensure
enough quality evidence is provided to substantiate the claim.

Lack of Clear Reasoning
Failing to explicitly link evidence to the claim can confuse readers. Always explain how the
evidence supports your argument.

Ignoring Counterarguments
Not addressing opposing viewpoints can make the argument seem one-sided and less
convincing. Consider acknowledging and refuting counterclaims when appropriate.

Tips for Enhancing Claim Evidence Reasoning in
Writing
Improving writing using the claim evidence reasoning model involves deliberate strategies
to strengthen each component and the overall coherence.

Plan before writing: Outline your claim, evidence, and reasoning to organize
thoughts clearly.



Use credible sources: Support claims with evidence from reputable and relevant
sources.

Be concise and precise: Avoid unnecessary words and focus on clarity in presenting
arguments.

Practice analytical thinking: Regularly analyze texts and arguments to enhance
reasoning skills.

Revise thoroughly: Review drafts to improve logical flow and eliminate gaps in
argumentation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Claim Evidence Reasoning (CER) example in
writing?
A Claim Evidence Reasoning example in writing is a structured approach where the writer
makes a statement (claim), supports it with facts or data (evidence), and then explains how
the evidence supports the claim (reasoning). For example, Claim: The plant grows faster in
sunlight. Evidence: The plant in sunlight grew 5 inches in two weeks. Reasoning: Sunlight
provides energy for photosynthesis, which promotes growth.

How do I write a strong claim in a CER paragraph?
To write a strong claim in a CER paragraph, clearly state your main point or argument
related to the topic. It should be concise, specific, and arguable. Avoid vague statements
and ensure it directly addresses the question or prompt.

What kind of evidence should I use in a CER example?
In a CER example, evidence should be relevant, factual, and come from credible sources.
This can include data, quotes, statistics, observations, or examples from experiments or
texts that directly support your claim.

How do I connect evidence to the claim using
reasoning?
Reasoning explains why and how the evidence supports the claim. To connect them,
discuss the significance of the evidence, underlying principles, or cause-effect relationships
that link the evidence back to the claim.

Can you provide a simple CER writing example for a



science topic?
Sure! Claim: Water boils faster at higher temperatures. Evidence: At sea level, water boils
at 100°C, but at higher altitudes, it boils below 100°C. Reasoning: Because atmospheric
pressure is lower at higher altitudes, water molecules need less heat to change to gas,
causing it to boil at lower temperatures.

Why is the CER framework useful in academic writing?
The CER framework is useful because it helps writers organize their thoughts clearly and
logically. It ensures arguments are supported with evidence and explained thoroughly,
which strengthens critical thinking and persuasive writing skills.

How can I practice writing better CER paragraphs?
To practice CER writing, start by selecting simple claims related to your topic. Gather
relevant evidence, then focus on crafting clear reasoning that ties evidence to your claim.
Reviewing examples, getting feedback, and revising your work also improve your CER
paragraphs.

Additional Resources
1. Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings
This book offers a comprehensive guide to crafting persuasive arguments using the claim,
evidence, and reasoning framework. It includes examples from various disciplines and
detailed explanations on how to develop strong claims supported by credible evidence. The
text also covers common logical fallacies and how to avoid them, making it an ideal
resource for students and writers aiming to improve their argumentative skills.

2. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
Focusing on the essential rhetorical moves in academic writing, this book teaches how to
effectively present claims and support them with evidence. It emphasizes the importance of
contextualizing reasoning within ongoing conversations and provides templates to help
writers structure their arguments clearly. The accessible style makes it suitable for
beginners learning the basics of claim-evidence-reasoning.

3. Crafting Critical Claims: Strategies for Effective Writing
This guide explores the process of formulating compelling claims and backing them with
well-analyzed evidence and reasoning. It offers practical exercises that encourage critical
thinking and the development of coherent arguments. Designed for both high school and
college students, the book helps writers transition from simple opinion to evidence-based
reasoning.

4. Evidence and Reasoning: The Keys to Persuasive Writing
This book dives deep into the relationship between evidence and reasoning when
constructing persuasive texts. It explains how to evaluate sources for credibility and
relevance and how to link evidence logically to claims. Readers will find tips on organizing
their arguments to maximize impact and clarity.



5. Claim, Evidence, Reasoning: Teaching Argument Writing in the Science Classroom
Tailored for educators, this book provides strategies for teaching students how to write
scientific arguments using the claim-evidence-reasoning model. It includes lesson plans,
examples, and assessments designed to improve students' analytical writing and critical
thinking skills. The approach supports the integration of literacy and science standards.

6. The Art of Reasoning: An Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking
While broader in scope, this text covers foundational concepts in reasoning that underpin
effective argument writing. It helps readers understand how to construct valid claims
supported by logical evidence and sound reasoning. The book also discusses common
errors in reasoning that can weaken arguments.

7. Argumentation and Critical Decision Making
This book presents strategies for developing arguments in both written and spoken forms,
emphasizing the importance of evidence and reasoning. It includes real-world examples
and exercises to practice constructing claims that withstand critical scrutiny. The text is
useful for students in communication, law, and debate.

8. Writing to Explain: Crafting Claims and Supporting Evidence
Focused on explanatory writing, this book guides readers on how to make clear claims and
support them with detailed evidence and logical reasoning. It highlights the differences
between persuasive and explanatory writing and provides techniques to enhance clarity
and coherence. The book is appropriate for middle and high school students.

9. Making Your Case: The Art of Persuasion through Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning
This resource breaks down the process of persuasive writing into manageable steps
centered around claims, evidence, and reasoning. It provides tips on selecting the most
compelling evidence and connecting it effectively to the claim. The book also discusses
audience awareness and how to tailor arguments for maximum persuasion.
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