
writing competitions for high school
students 2023

writing competitions for high school students 2023 offer an excellent opportunity for
young writers to showcase their talent, improve their skills, and gain recognition.
Participating in these contests not only enhances creative abilities but also strengthens
college applications and resumes. From poetry and short stories to essays and research
papers, these competitions cover a wide range of writing styles and topics. Many contests
provide valuable feedback from expert judges, scholarships, and publication opportunities.
This article highlights some of the most prestigious and accessible writing competitions
for high school students in 2023, with details about eligibility, submission guidelines, and
deadlines. Additionally, tips for preparing successful entries and advice on maximizing the
benefits of participation will be discussed. Explore this comprehensive guide to find the
right contests and elevate your writing journey this year.
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Top Writing Competitions for High School
Students in 2023

Several prestigious writing competitions in 2023 cater specifically to high school students,
offering a variety of genres and themes. These contests provide platforms for emerging
writers to gain exposure and develop their craft.

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is one of the most renowned competitions for young
writers. It accepts submissions in categories including poetry, flash fiction, short stories,
and essays. Students from grades 7 to 12 can participate, with awards ranging from
regional honors to national recognition and scholarships.



YoungArts Writing Competition

YoungArts offers a national competition focusing on creative writing, including poetry,
short stories, and plays. Open to high school students aged 15 to 18, this contest
emphasizes originality and artistic expression. Winners receive mentorship, cash prizes,
and opportunities to perform or publish their work.

John Locke Institute Essay Competition

This international competition invites high school students to submit essays on
philosophical, political, and ethical topics. The John Locke Institute awards prizes for well-
argued, insightful essays, encouraging critical thinking and effective communication skills.

NaNoWriMo Young Writers Program

Although not a traditional competition, the NaNoWriMo Young Writers Program motivates
high school students to complete a novel or long-form writing project during November.
Participants can join a supportive community and receive recognition for their word count
achievements.

Poetry Out Loud National Recitation Contest

Poetry Out Loud combines performance and writing by encouraging students to memorize
and recite classic and contemporary poems. While the contest focuses on recitation, many
participants also engage in writing original poetry as part of their preparation.

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines

Understanding the eligibility criteria and submission rules is essential for successful
participation in writing competitions for high school students 2023. Each contest has
specific requirements regarding age, grade level, word count, format, and deadlines.

Age and Grade Requirements

Most competitions require participants to be enrolled in high school or equivalent and fall
within a certain age range, typically between 14 and 18 years old. Some contests may
accept younger middle school students, while others are strictly for seniors or juniors.



Writing Categories and Formats

Contests generally specify acceptable genres such as poetry, fiction, nonfiction, or essays.
They outline word limits, formatting guidelines (font size, margins), and submission
methods (online portals, email, or postal mail). Adhering to these rules is crucial to avoid
disqualification.

Deadlines and Entry Fees

Deadlines vary widely, with some competitions accepting entries year-round and others
having fixed submission windows. Entry fees are often minimal or waived for students, but
participants should verify details in advance to plan accordingly.

Benefits of Participating in Writing Contests

Engaging in writing competitions for high school students 2023 offers numerous
advantages beyond prizes. These experiences contribute significantly to personal and
academic growth.

Skill Development and Feedback

Contests challenge students to refine their writing skills under specific prompts and
criteria. Many competitions provide judges’ feedback, which is invaluable for improving
style, structure, and creativity.

Scholarships and Awards

Monetary prizes, scholarships, and publication opportunities are common incentives.
Winning or placing in reputable contests can fund further education and enhance college
applications.

Recognition and Portfolio Building

Being recognized in national or international contests builds credibility and confidence.
Published work and awards strengthen portfolios for future academic and professional
pursuits.



Tips for Writing Successful Competition Entries

Crafting compelling entries in writing competitions for high school students 2023 requires
strategic planning and attention to detail.

Understand the Prompt and Guidelines

Thoroughly reading the competition prompt and rules ensures that submissions meet
expectations and avoid penalties. Tailoring the writing to fit the theme or genre requested
is essential.

Plan and Edit Thoroughly

Outlining ideas before writing helps organize thoughts clearly. Multiple rounds of editing
and proofreading improve grammar, coherence, and overall impact.

Show Originality and Voice

Judges look for unique perspectives and authentic voices. Using fresh ideas and creative
expression sets entries apart from the competition.

Seek Feedback

Sharing drafts with teachers, mentors, or peers provides constructive criticism and new
insights, enhancing the quality of the final submission.

How to Make the Most of Writing Competitions

Maximizing the benefits of entering writing competitions for high school students 2023
involves more than just submitting work.

Participate Regularly

Consistent participation builds experience and resilience. Each contest offers learning
opportunities regardless of the outcome.



Network with Other Writers

Engaging with fellow contestants and literary communities fosters support and inspiration.
Workshops and forums linked to competitions can expand connections.

Leverage Opportunities

Use awards, publications, and feedback to enhance college essays, resumes, and writing
portfolios. Highlighting achievements attracts attention from educators and admissions
officers.

Continue Learning

Attend writing seminars, read widely, and practice regularly to maintain momentum and
continue improving skills beyond contests.

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

YoungArts Writing Competition

John Locke Institute Essay Competition

NaNoWriMo Young Writers Program

Poetry Out Loud National Recitation Contest

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular writing competitions for high
school students in 2023?
Popular writing competitions for high school students in 2023 include the Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards, the National YoungArts Foundation Competition, the John Locke Institute
Essay Competition, the Penguin Random House Creative Writing Contest, and the Young
Authors Writing Competition.

Are there any free writing competitions available for



high school students in 2023?
Yes, many writing competitions for high school students in 2023 are free to enter, such as
the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the YoungArts Competition, and various contests
hosted by literary magazines and educational organizations.

What types of writing are accepted in high school
competitions in 2023?
High school writing competitions in 2023 typically accept a variety of genres including
poetry, short stories, essays, memoirs, plays, and sometimes screenplays or multimedia
writing.

How can high school students prepare for writing
competitions in 2023?
Students can prepare by practicing their writing regularly, seeking feedback from
teachers or mentors, studying past winning entries, adhering to competition guidelines,
and focusing on originality and clarity in their work.

What are the benefits of participating in writing
competitions for high school students in 2023?
Participating in writing competitions helps students improve their writing skills, gain
recognition, build their college applications, earn scholarships or prizes, and connect with
a community of young writers.

Additional Resources
1. Winning Words: A Guide to High School Writing Competitions 2023
This comprehensive guide offers students practical tips and strategies to excel in writing
competitions. It covers various genres including essays, poetry, and short stories, with
examples from past winners. The book also includes advice on time management, revision
techniques, and handling competition stress.

2. Creative Sparks: Inspiring High School Writers for 2023 Contests
Designed to ignite creativity, this book provides prompts and exercises tailored for high
school writing competitions. It encourages students to explore their unique voice and
develop original ideas. Additionally, it shares success stories from previous contest
participants to motivate readers.

3. The Competitive Edge: Mastering Writing Contests for Teens
Focused on building strong writing skills, this book teaches students how to craft
compelling narratives and persuasive essays. It breaks down judging criteria and explains
what judges look for in winning entries. The 2023 edition includes updated contest listings
and submission guidelines.



4. Pen to Paper: Navigating High School Writing Competitions
This resource helps students understand different types of writing contests and how to
select the best fit for their work. It offers step-by-step guidance on preparing submissions,
from brainstorming to final edits. The author also addresses common pitfalls and how to
avoid them.

5. Voices of Tomorrow: High School Writing Contests and How to Win Them
A motivational book that highlights the importance of storytelling and authenticity in
writing competitions. It features interviews with past winners and judges, providing
insider perspectives. Readers learn how to polish their entries and stand out in the 2023
contest landscape.

6. Essay Excellence: Tips and Tricks for High School Writing Competitions
This book specializes in essay writing, offering frameworks and techniques to develop
clear, persuasive, and well-structured essays. It includes sample essays from recent
competitions and detailed commentary on what made them successful. Perfect for
students aiming to improve their essay submissions in 2023.

7. Poetry Power: Crafting Award-Winning Poems for Teens
Focused on poetry, this guide explores various poetic forms and styles suited for
competition settings. It provides exercises to enhance imagery, rhythm, and emotional
impact. The 2023 edition features new contests and advice on submitting poems
effectively.

8. Short Story Success: A Teen’s Guide to Writing Contests
This book helps young writers develop captivating short stories with strong characters and
engaging plots. It offers tips on pacing, dialogue, and thematic depth to capture judges’
attention. Updated for 2023, it includes a list of prominent writing contests accepting
short stories.

9. The Young Writer’s Competition Handbook 2023
An all-in-one handbook that compiles essential information about writing competitions for
high schoolers. It includes deadlines, submission rules, and prizes for a wide range of
2023 contests. The book also provides motivational advice and practical writing exercises
to prepare students for success.
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