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writing contests 2023 for middle school students offer an incredible
opportunity for young writers to develop their skills, gain recognition, and
experience the joy of creative expression. Participating in these contests
can boost students’ confidence, encourage critical thinking, and inspire a
lifelong love for writing. Whether students are interested in poetry, short
stories, essays, or other forms of writing, the contests available in 2023
provide a diverse range of options tailored specifically for middle
schoolers. This article provides an overview of prominent writing
competitions, tips for success, and resources to help students prepare their
entries. Additionally, it discusses the benefits of entering writing contests
and how educators and parents can support young writers. Explore the exciting
world of writing contests 2023 for middle school students and discover how
these opportunities can make a meaningful impact on their academic and
personal growth.
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Popular Writing Contests for Middle School
Students in 2023

Numerous writing contests in 2023 cater specifically to middle school
students, encouraging them to showcase their talents across various genres.
These contests often feature attractive prizes, publication opportunities,
and valuable feedback from professional judges. Below are some of the most
notable competitions available this year.

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards have a long-standing reputation for



recognizing creative talent among students in grades 7 through 12. Middle
school participants can submit works in categories such as poetry, short
stories, and personal essays. Winners receive scholarships, certificates, and
potential publication in national anthologies.

National PTA Reflections Contest

The National PTA Reflections program encourages students to explore their
creativity through writing, visual arts, music, and more. In 2023, middle
school students can submit original written compositions inspired by the
annual theme. This contest fosters artistic expression and community
involvement.

Young Authors Writing Competition

Many local and state education organizations host Young Authors Writing
Competitions, which invite middle school students to submit fiction or
nonfiction works. These contests often provide opportunities for students to
have their stories published in collections or featured at school events.

Bennington Young Writers Awards

The Bennington Young Writers Awards is a prestigious contest inviting
students in grades 7-12 to submit original poetry and prose. Middle school
writers benefit from the chance to receive cash prizes and personalized
critiques from established authors.

Other Noteworthy Contests

Additional writing contests for middle school students include the John Locke
Institute Essay Competition, the Young Writers Project, and various regional
literary contests. Each contest typically has specific guidelines regarding
word count, themes, and submission deadlines.

How to Prepare for Writing Contests

Preparation is key to success in writing contests 2023 for middle school
students. Understanding contest rules, practicing writing regularly, and
seeking feedback can significantly improve the quality of submissions.



Understanding Contest Guidelines

Reading and following contest instructions carefully ensures that entries
meet eligibility criteria and formatting requirements. This includes adhering
to word limits, themes, and submission deadlines, which vary between
competitions.

Developing Writing Skills

Regular writing practice helps students refine their voice, improve grammar,
and explore different styles. Engaging in writing workshops or classes can
provide structured learning and constructive critiques.

Seeking Feedback and Revising

Receiving feedback from teachers, peers, or family members enables writers to
identify strengths and areas for improvement. Revision based on constructive
criticism enhances clarity, coherence, and creativity.

Organizing Submission Materials

Gathering all required documents, such as entry forms and parental consent
when necessary, ahead of time helps avoid last-minute issues. Digital
submissions should be double-checked for formatting and completeness.

Benefits of Participating in Writing Contests

Engaging in writing contests 2023 for middle school students offers numerous
educational and personal advantages. These opportunities extend beyond awards
and recognition to foster important life skills.

Enhancing Writing Proficiency

Contests motivate students to produce polished work, which enhances
vocabulary, sentence structure, and overall communication skills. The
challenge of meeting contest expectations encourages discipline and attention
to detail.



Building Confidence and Motivation

Recognition through awards and publication instills pride and motivates
continued creative efforts. Success in contests can empower students to
pursue writing further in academic and extracurricular contexts.

Exposure to Diverse Themes and Genres

Contests often feature unique themes that inspire students to explore new
topics and experiment with various writing forms, broadening their creative
horizons.

Opportunities for Scholarships and Publication

Many competitions offer scholarships or monetary prizes, which can support
educational expenses. Additionally, publication of winning works provides
valuable exposure and adds to students’ writing portfolios.

Encouraging Goal Setting and Time Management

Preparing contest entries requires planning and meeting deadlines, fostering
essential organizational skills that benefit academic and personal
development.

Tips for Middle School Students to Excel in
Writing Contests

Success in writing contests 2023 for middle school students depends on more
than just talent. Strategic approaches to writing and submission can make a
significant difference.

Choose the Right Contest

Select contests that align with the student’s interests and writing
strengths. Review past winning entries if available to understand what judges
value.



Brainstorm and Plan Thoroughly

Developing a clear outline before writing helps organize ideas and ensures a
coherent narrative. Brainstorming sessions can generate creative concepts
related to the contest theme.

Write Multiple Drafts

Initial drafts serve as a foundation; revising and refining improve the
quality of the final submission. Focus on clarity, engaging openings, and
strong conclusions.

Pay Attention to Language and Style

Using varied vocabulary, correct grammar, and effective sentence structure
enhances readability. Employing literary devices such as imagery and metaphor
can enrich the writing.

Proofread Carefully

Checking for spelling errors, punctuation mistakes, and formatting compliance
is essential. Reading aloud or using proofreading tools can help catch
overlooked errors.

Meet Submission Deadlines

Submit entries well before the deadline to avoid technical difficulties or
last-minute stress. Maintain a calendar of contest dates to stay organized.

Resources and Support for Young Writers

Access to resources and support systems can greatly assist middle school
students in preparing for writing contests 2023. Various tools and programs
are available to nurture writing talent.



Writing Workshops and Classes

Many schools and community organizations offer workshops focused on creative
writing skills. These provide guided instruction and opportunities for peer
review and collaboration.

Online Writing Platforms

Digital platforms designed for young writers offer prompts, contests, and
forums where students can share their work and receive feedback from a wider
audience.

Books and Guides on Writing

Instructional books covering grammar, narrative techniques, and poetry can
serve as valuable references. Guides specifically tailored for contest
preparation help students understand expectations.

Teacher and Mentor Support

Educators and mentors play a crucial role by encouraging students, providing
constructive critiques, and assisting with the submission process.

Peer Review Groups

Joining or forming writing groups with peers encourages exchange of ideas and
constructive criticism, fostering a supportive writing community.

Parental Encouragement

Parents can motivate students by recognizing their efforts, helping manage
deadlines, and celebrating achievements regardless of contest outcomes.

Library and School Resources

Libraries often offer writing resources and host contests or events. School



writing centers can provide additional assistance and access to contest
announcements.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular writing contests for middle
school students in 2023?
Some popular writing contests for middle school students in 2023 include the
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the Young Authors Writing Competition, and
the National PTA Reflections Contest.

Are there any free writing contests for middle
school students in 2023?
Yes, many writing contests for middle school students in 2023 are free to
enter, such as the Letters About Literature contest and the National PTA
Reflections Writing Contest.

What types of writing are accepted in middle school
contests in 2023?
Middle school writing contests in 2023 typically accept various types of
writing including poetry, short stories, essays, memoirs, and sometimes even
scripts or plays.

How can middle school students find writing contests
for 2023?
Students can find writing contests for 2023 by checking school announcements,
visiting websites like Scholastic, Poetry Society of America, and local
libraries, or searching online contest directories.

What are common prizes for middle school writing
contests in 2023?
Common prizes for middle school writing contests in 2023 include cash awards,
scholarships, publication opportunities, certificates, and sometimes
invitations to special events or workshops.

Can middle school students submit multiple entries
to writing contests in 2023?
It depends on the contest rules, but many 2023 writing contests for middle



school students allow multiple submissions as long as each entry meets the
contest guidelines.

Are there writing contests in 2023 specifically for
middle school students interested in poetry?
Yes, contests like the Poetry Society of America’s Young People’s Poetry
Contest and the Betty Award often have categories specifically for middle
school poets in 2023.

How can teachers support middle school students
entering writing contests in 2023?
Teachers can support students by helping them find appropriate contests,
providing feedback on their writing, assisting with submission guidelines,
and encouraging a regular writing practice.

Additional Resources
1. Winning Words: A Guide to Middle School Writing Contests 2023
This comprehensive guide offers middle school students tips and strategies to
excel in writing contests throughout 2023. It covers everything from
brainstorming ideas to polishing final drafts. The book also includes
examples of past winning entries and advice from contest judges to help young
writers stand out.

2. The Young Writer’s Contest Handbook 2023
Designed specifically for middle schoolers, this handbook provides an
overview of the top writing contests available in 2023. It explains
submission guidelines, deadlines, and helpful writing prompts. Students will
find motivational stories from previous winners and exercises to develop
their creative skills.

3. Write to Win: Mastering Middle School Writing Competitions
Focused on skill-building, this book teaches middle school students how to
craft compelling essays, stories, and poems for contests in 2023. It
emphasizes narrative techniques and voice development, with practice
activities included. Readers will gain confidence to submit their best work
to various contests.

4. Creative Sparks: Inspiring Middle School Writers for 2023 Contests
This book is filled with creative prompts and story starters tailored to
middle school students preparing for writing contests in 2023. It encourages
imaginative thinking and helps writers overcome common challenges like
writer’s block. Tips on editing and revising ensure submissions are polished
and professional.

5. From Draft to Prize: Navigating Middle School Writing Contests 2023



A step-by-step guide that walks students through the entire writing contest
process, from initial idea to final submission. It includes checklists,
timeline planners, and sample contest rules relevant to 2023 competitions.
This book aims to make the contest experience less intimidating and more
rewarding.

6. Pen Power: Middle School Writing Contest Success in 2023
This motivational book highlights the importance of perseverance and
creativity for young writers entering contests in 2023. It shares interviews
with successful middle school authors and contest judges, providing insider
tips. Helpful writing exercises and examples encourage students to develop
their unique style.

7. Story Stars: Middle School Writing Contests and How to Win Them 2023
Offering practical advice, this book teaches students how to craft memorable
characters and engaging plots for contest entries. It focuses on narrative
fiction contests popular among middle schoolers in 2023. The guide also
discusses common pitfalls and how to avoid them to increase chances of
winning.

8. Write Now! 2023 Middle School Contest Prep
A fast-paced workbook designed to prepare middle school students for upcoming
writing contests in 2023. It includes timed writing exercises, editing
checklists, and tips for managing contest stress. This resource is ideal for
students looking to sharpen their skills quickly and effectively.

9. Voices Unleashed: Middle School Writing Contests 2023 Anthology
This inspiring anthology features winning and notable entries from middle
school writing contests held in 2023. Alongside the stories and poems, the
book offers commentary and writing tips from the authors themselves. It
serves both as a source of inspiration and a learning tool for aspiring
contest participants.
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