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writing contests for high school students 2022 2023 represent a valuable opportunity for young
writers to showcase their talent, gain recognition, and enhance their academic profiles. These
competitions offer a range of categories, including poetry, short stories, essays, and creative
nonfiction, catering to diverse writing interests among high schoolers. Participating in writing
contests can boost confidence, improve writing skills, and provide a platform for students to express
their unique voices. For the academic years 2022 and 2023, numerous prestigious and accessible
contests have been available, each with specific guidelines, themes, and rewards. This article
explores some of the most noteworthy writing contests for high school students during this period,
highlighting eligibility criteria, submission requirements, and benefits. Additionally, it offers
practical advice on how students can prepare strong entries and make the most of these
opportunities. The following sections outline the contests, preparation strategies, and resources to
support aspiring young writers.
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Several well-established and widely recognized writing contests have been available for high school
students in 2022 and 2023. These contests vary in theme, format, and reward structure but share a
common goal of encouraging young writers to develop their craft and gain public recognition. Each
contest typically publishes detailed guidelines and deadlines, which students should carefully review
before submitting their work.

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is one of the most prestigious contests for high school writers
in the United States. It accepts submissions across various categories, including poetry, short
stories, and personal essays. Winners receive national recognition, scholarships, and opportunities



to have their work published or exhibited. This contest emphasizes creativity and innovation, making
it a popular choice for students seeking both artistic and literary accolades.

YoungArts Writing Competition

The YoungArts Writing Competition invites high school students to submit original works in poetry,
fiction, and nonfiction. Selected winners gain access to mentorship programs, national recognition,
and potential scholarships. The competition is highly competitive and focuses on identifying
exceptionally talented young writers who demonstrate originality and mastery of their craft.

National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Contests

NCTE offers several writing contests throughout the academic year, including the Achievement
Awards in Writing. These contests encourage students to submit original essays, poems, or stories
responding to specific prompts or themes. Winners often receive certificates, publication
opportunities, and invitations to events celebrating their achievements.

Poetry Out Loud Competition

While primarily a performance-based contest, Poetry Out Loud also involves writing and
understanding poetry. High school students participate by memorizing and reciting poems,
enhancing their appreciation for poetic form and expression. The competition culminates in state
and national levels, offering scholarships and recognition for outstanding performers.

Other Notable Contests

Additional contests such as the John Locke Institute Essay Competition, The Bennington Young
Writers Awards, and local or regional literary contests provide further platforms for high school
students to engage with writing challenges. These contests often offer diverse themes and formats,
allowing students to explore different genres and styles.

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines

Understanding eligibility requirements and submission guidelines is crucial for students aiming to
participate successfully in writing contests for high school students 2022 2023. These rules ensure
fairness and help students tailor their work according to contest expectations.



General Eligibility Criteria

Most writing contests restrict participation to students currently enrolled in high school or
equivalent educational programs. Age limits typically range from 13 to 18 years old. Some contests
may require proof of enrollment or parental consent for minors. It is essential to verify the eligibility
criteria for each contest before preparing submissions.

Submission Formats and Requirements

Contests usually specify acceptable formats, including word count limits, font type, and file formats
(such as PDF or Word documents). Common submission categories include:

Poetry (single or multiple poems)

Short stories or fiction

Personal or argumentative essays

Creative nonfiction

Adhering to these guidelines increases the chances of a submission being accepted and fairly
evaluated.

Deadlines and Entry Procedures

Each contest sets firm deadlines, often aligned with the academic calendar or specific themed
periods. Early submission is encouraged to avoid last-minute issues. Entry procedures may involve
online submission portals, email submissions, or postal mail. Some contests impose entry fees, while
many are free to enter. Students should carefully read instructions to ensure compliance.

Benefits of Participating in Writing Contests

Engaging in writing contests for high school students 2022 2023 offers numerous academic,
personal, and professional benefits. These contests serve as platforms for growth and achievement
that extend beyond the competition itself.



Skill Development

Writing contests challenge students to refine their writing skills, including clarity, creativity,
grammar, and style. The process of drafting, revising, and submitting work cultivates discipline and
attention to detail, essential skills for academic success and future careers.

Recognition and Scholarships

Winning or placing in reputable contests often results in certificates, awards, and public
acknowledgment. Many contests also offer scholarships or monetary prizes that can support higher
education expenses. Recognition from prestigious contests can enhance college applications and
resumes.

Publication Opportunities

Several contests feature publication as part of their awards, allowing high school writers to see their
work in literary magazines, anthologies, or online platforms. This exposure can be motivating and
help establish a writer’s portfolio.

Networking and Mentorship

Participating in contests often connects students with educators, professional writers, and peers
who share their interests. Some contests provide mentorship opportunities or workshops, fostering
growth and career guidance.

Tips for Writing Contest Success

Achieving success in writing contests for high school students 2022 2023 requires strategic
preparation and attention to detail. The following tips can help aspiring contestants enhance their
submissions.

Understand the Prompt and Theme

Carefully analyze the contest prompt or theme to ensure that the submission directly addresses the
requirements. Originality and relevance are key factors in judging criteria.



Plan and Revise Thoroughly

Draft multiple versions of the piece, seeking feedback from teachers, peers, or mentors. Editing for
clarity, grammar, and style improves the overall quality of the submission.

Follow Formatting and Submission Rules

Adhering strictly to formatting guidelines, word limits, and submission procedures demonstrates
professionalism and respect for contest rules.

Highlight Unique Voice and Perspective

Judges often look for distinctive voices and fresh perspectives. Authenticity in storytelling or
argumentation can distinguish a submission from others.

Manage Time Effectively

Start early to allow ample time for brainstorming, writing, revising, and submitting before deadlines.

Resources and Support for High School Writers

Access to resources and support systems can significantly enhance a student’s ability to participate
successfully in writing contests for high school students 2022 2023. Various organizations and tools
are available to assist young writers.

School and Community Programs

Many schools offer creative writing clubs, workshops, and guidance counselors who can provide
advice on contest participation. Community centers and libraries may also host writing groups or
events.

Online Writing Platforms and Guides

Numerous websites provide writing prompts, tutorials, and examples of winning entries. These
platforms can help students understand contest expectations and improve their writing techniques.



Books and Publications

Reference materials on creative writing, grammar, and essay composition are valuable for skill
development. Anthologies of student writing can inspire and inform contest submissions.

Mentorship and Peer Review

Engaging with experienced writers or peers for feedback fosters critical thinking and enhances
writing quality. Some contests offer mentorship programs as part of their award process.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some popular writing contests for high school
students in 2022-2023?
Popular writing contests for high school students in 2022-2023 included the Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards, the John Locke Institute Essay Competition, the National YoungArts Foundation
Competition, and the Letters About Literature contest.

How can high school students find writing contests for
2022-2023?
Students can find writing contests through school guidance counselors, writing clubs, websites like
Poets & Writers, the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, and by following educational and literary
organizations on social media.

What types of writing were typically accepted in high school
writing contests in 2022-2023?
Many contests accepted various types of writing including poetry, short stories, essays, memoirs,
and sometimes specialized formats like science fiction or persuasive essays.

Are there any writing contests for high school students that
offer scholarships in 2022-2023?
Yes, several writing contests for high school students offered scholarships, such as the Scholastic
Art & Writing Awards and the YoungArts Competition, which provide monetary awards and
scholarship opportunities.

What are the typical eligibility requirements for high school



writing contests in 2022-2023?
Eligibility requirements usually include being a currently enrolled high school student (grades 9-12),
submitting original work, adhering to word count limits, and meeting deadline dates specified by the
contest.

How important is the theme in writing contests for high
school students in 2022-2023?
Many contests require submissions to follow a specific theme, making it important for students to
carefully read contest guidelines and tailor their writing to the given theme to increase their
chances of success.

Can international students participate in US-based high
school writing contests in 2022-2023?
Some US-based contests allowed international high school students to participate, but eligibility
varied by contest. It's important to check each contest's official rules to confirm if international
entries are accepted.

Additional Resources
1. Winning Words: A Guide to High School Writing Contests 2022-2023
This comprehensive guide provides high school students with strategies and tips to excel in writing
contests. It covers various contest formats including essays, poetry, and short stories. Readers will
find advice on brainstorming, drafting, and revising their work to meet contest criteria effectively.

2. Write to Win: High School Writing Competitions Handbook
This handbook is designed to help high school writers identify and prepare for prominent writing
contests in 2022 and 2023. It includes timelines, submission guidelines, and examples of past
winning entries. The book also offers motivational insights from contest judges and successful
participants.

3. Creative Writing Contests for Teens: 2022-2023 Edition
Focusing on creative writing, this book showcases a curated list of contests suitable for high school
students. It explains how to craft compelling stories and poems that stand out. Additionally, it
provides prompts and exercises to inspire young writers during the contest preparation process.

4. The Student’s Guide to National Writing Competitions
Targeted at high school students aiming for national recognition, this guide highlights top writing
contests available in 2022 and 2023. It emphasizes techniques for persuasive and analytical writing,
essential for essay competitions. The book also includes tips on managing deadlines and submitting
polished work.

5. Pen to Paper: Navigating High School Writing Contests
This resource offers practical advice on entering and succeeding in writing contests for high
schoolers. It covers the entire process from choosing the right contest to polishing the final draft.
Readers will benefit from sample essays and critiques to improve their own submissions.



6. Voices of Youth: Writing Competitions for High School Students
This anthology features winning entries from various 2022-2023 writing contests, showcasing
diverse voices and styles. Alongside the selections, the book provides commentary on what made
these works stand out. It serves as both inspiration and a learning tool for aspiring contest
participants.

7. Essay Excellence: Mastering High School Writing Contests
Focusing specifically on essay competitions, this book guides students through crafting clear,
persuasive, and well-organized essays. It includes detailed breakdowns of common essay prompts
and scoring criteria used in contests. The author also shares insider tips from experienced judges to
help students improve their chances.

8. Poetry and Prose: A High School Contest Preparation Guide
Dedicated to poetry and prose contests, this guide helps students develop their unique voice and
style. It offers writing exercises aimed at enhancing creativity and technical skills. The book also
outlines common pitfalls to avoid and strategies for submitting work with confidence.

9. Beyond the Classroom: High School Writing Contests 2022-2023
This book encourages students to expand their writing beyond academic assignments by
participating in contests. It includes a detailed list of contests with eligibility requirements and
submission deadlines. Additionally, it offers advice on balancing contest preparation with
schoolwork and extracurricular activities.
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