writing contests for middle schoolers

writing contests for middle schoolers offer an excellent opportunity for young writers to develop their
skills, gain recognition, and foster a lifelong love of writing. These competitions are designed to encourage
creativity, improve writing abilities, and provide motivation through rewards such as prizes, publication
opportunities, and scholarships. Participating in writing contests can also build confidence and help middle
school students explore various genres, including poetry, short stories, essays, and more. This article will
explore some of the best writing contests available for middle school students, tips for preparing successful
entries, and the benefits of entering these contests. Additionally, information on how teachers and parents
can support young writers throughout the process will be provided. Whether the goal is to find contests
tailored specifically to middle schoolers or to understand how to get the most out of the experience, this

comprehensive guide covers all essential aspects related to writing contests for middle schoolers.
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Popular Writing Contests for Middle Schoolers

Numerous writing contests are designed specifically for middle school students, providing a diverse range
of opportunities to showcase their talents. These contests often focus on different writing styles and themes,

allowing students to choose those that best match their interests and strengths.

National Contests

Several national-level writing competitions are widely recognized for their prestige and accessibility to
middle school writers. These contests typically attract thousands of entries each year, offering students a

chance to compete on a broad scale.



¢ Scholastic Art & Writing Awards: One of the most esteemed contests, it welcomes middle school

students to submit work in genres such as poetry, short story, and personal essay.

¢ Young Authors Contest: This contest encourages creativity and originality, often hosted by school

districts or educational organizations.

e National PTA Reflections Contest: While primarily an arts contest, it includes a writing category that

invites middle schoolers to submit original works based on an annual theme.

Regional and Local Contests

In addition to national competitions, many regional and local contests provide opportunities for middle
school students to gain recognition closer to home. These contests often have more targeted entry criteria

and can be less competitive, increasing the chances of success.
e Local library writing competitions

¢ School district-sponsored writing contests

e Community center or youth organization writing challenges

Genre-Specific Contests

Some contests focus exclusively on particular writing genres, such as poetry, science fiction, or memoir.
These specialized contests allow middle schoolers to hone skills in a specific area and connect with like-

minded peers.

e Poetry Out Loud contests
¢ Science fiction and fantasy writing competitions

¢ Essay contests focusing on social issues or history



Benefits of Participating in Writing Contests

Engaging in writing contests offers numerous advantages for middle school students beyond the prospect of

winning prizes. These benefits contribute to both academic growth and personal development.

Skill Development

Writing contests encourage students to practice and refine their writing skills. The process of drafting,
revising, and submitting work teaches discipline and attention to detail, essential components of effective

writing.

Confidence Building

Recognition through contest awards or publication can boost a student’s self-esteem and motivate them to

continue writing. Positive feedback from judges and peers further enhances confidence in their abilities.

Exposure to Diverse Writing Styles

Exploring different contest themes and genres broadens students’ understanding of writing forms and

styles. This exposure helps middle schoolers develop versatility and creativity in their writing.

Scholarship and Academic Opportunities

Winning certain contests may lead to scholarships or special academic opportunities, providing tangible

rewards that support educational pursuits.

How to Prepare for Writing Contests

Preparation is key to producing high-quality entries in writing contests for middle schoolers.
Understanding contest guidelines and dedicating time to the writing process can significantly improve the

chances of success.



Understanding Contest Rules and Requirements

Each writing contest has specific rules regarding word count, format, themes, and submission deadlines.

Thoroughly reading and following these guidelines ensures entries are eligible for judging.

Planning and Drafting

Brainstorming ideas and outlining the structure of the piece helps organize thoughts and maintain focus.

Drafting multiple versions allows students to experiment and refine their writing.

Revising and Editing

Careful revision improves clarity, coherence, grammar, and style. Seeking feedback from teachers, parents,

or peers can provide valuable perspectives and identify areas for improvement.

Submitting the Entry

Timely submission adhering to contest specifications is crucial. Students should double-check formatting,

word count, and any required forms or permissions before sending their work.

Tips for Writing Winning Entries

Crafting a standout submission in writing contests for middle schoolers involves creativity, originality, and

attention to detail. The following tips can guide students toward producing compelling work.

Choose a Unique Perspective

Originality is highly valued in writing contests. Selecting a fresh angle or presenting familiar topics in a

new way can capture the judges’ interest.



Focus on Strong Storytelling

Whether writing fiction or nonfiction, engaging storytelling with vivid descriptions and well-developed

characters or arguments enhances the impact of the piece.

Maintain Clear and Concise Writing

Effective writing is clear and easy to understand. Avoiding unnecessary jargon or overly complex

sentences helps communicate ideas more powerfully.

Follow the Theme and Prompt Closely

Adhering to the contest’s theme or prompt demonstrates attentiveness and respect for the contest’s

objectives, increasing the likelihood of favorable evaluation.

Proofread Thoroughly

Eliminating spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors reflects professionalism and care, which judges

appreciate.

Supporting Middle School Writers in Contests

Parents, teachers, and mentors play a vital role in encouraging and guiding middle school students through

writing contests. Their support can make the experience more rewarding and less stressful.

Providing Encouragement and Motivation

Positive reinforcement helps maintain enthusiasm and confidence. Celebrating effort regardless of outcome

fosters a growth mindset.



Offering Constructive Feedback

Helpful critique focused on specific areas for improvement aids students in refining their writing and

developing critical thinking skills.

Assisting with Logistics

Helping students understand contest rules, prepare submissions, and meet deadlines ensures a smooth entry

process.

Creating a Supportive Writing Environment

Encouraging regular writing practice and providing access to resources such as books, writing guides, and

workshops promotes continual development.

Connecting with Writing Communities

Introducing students to writing clubs, online forums, or local workshops can broaden their exposure and

provide additional opportunities for growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are some popular writing contests for middle schoolers?

Popular writing contests for middle schoolers include the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the Young
Authors Writing Contest, and the National PTA Reflections contest.

How can middle school students improve their chances of winning a

writing contest?

Middle school students can improve their chances by carefully following the contest guidelines, focusing on

originality, proofreading their work, and seeking feedback from teachers or mentors before submission.



Are there any writing contests specifically for middle school creative
writing?
Yes, many contests like the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and local library or community center

contests often have categories specifically for middle school creative writing.

What types of writing are usually accepted in middle school writing

contests?

Middle school writing contests typically accept various types such as short stories, poetry, essays, personal

narratives, and sometimes scripts or graphic stories.

Are writing contests for middle schoolers free to enter?

Many writing contests for middle schoolers are free to enter, especially those sponsored by schools, libraries,

or nonprofit organizations, but some may have a small entry fee.

Where can I find upcoming writing contests for middle school students?

Upcoming writing contests can be found on websites like Scholastic, local library websites, educational

organizations, and contest aggregator sites such as Poets & Writers or the National PTA website.

Additional Resources

1. Winning Words: A Middle Schooler's Guide to Writing Contests
This book offers practical tips and strategies tailored specifically for middle school students aiming to excel
in writing contests. It covers everything from brainstorming ideas to polishing final drafts. With examples

and exercises, it encourages young writers to find their unique voice and stand out in competitions.

2. The Young Writer’s Contest Handbook

Designed for aspiring middle school authors, this handbook provides an overview of popular writing
contests and how to prepare submissions effectively. It includes advice on writing prompts, formatting
guidelines, and how to handle rejection. The book also features interviews with past winners who share

their success stories.

3. Write to Win: Contest Tips for Middle School Authors
This motivational guide inspires middle school writers to participate confidently in writing contests. It
breaks down the contest process into manageable steps and offers creative writing prompts to spark

imagination. Readers will learn how to revise their work and make a memorable impression on judges.

4. Pen to Paper: Crafting Contest-Worthy Stories for Kids



Focused on story writing, this book helps middle schoolers develop compelling narratives for competitions.
It explores character development, plot structure, and engaging openings. The author includes sample

contest entries and explains what judges look for in winning stories.

5. Beyond the Classroom: Writing Contests for Middle School Students

Highlighting the benefits of participating in writing contests, this book encourages students to explore their
talents beyond school assignments. It provides a curated list of contests suitable for middle schoolers, along
with submission deadlines and tips for each. The book also addresses dealing with writer’s block and

building confidence.

6. The Contest Writer’s Toolkit: Middle School Edition
This comprehensive toolkit equips middle school writers with essential skills for contest success. It includes
worksheets on brainstorming, outlining, and editing, plus advice on time management. The book

emphasizes the importance of originality and offers techniques for overcoming common writing challenges.

7. From Idea to Award: A Middle School Writer’s Journey
Following the journey of a fictional middle school writer, this book illustrates the contest entry process
from start to finish. Readers gain insight into setting goals, drafting, peer review, and submitting work.

Through relatable storytelling, it demystifies contests and encourages perseverance.

8. Creative Sparks: Writing Contest Prompts for Middle Schoolers
Packed with imaginative prompts, this book aims to ignite creativity in young writers preparing for
contests. Each prompt is accompanied by tips on how to expand ideas into full stories or essays. The book

also offers advice on maintaining motivation and embracing revision.

9. Mastering Middle School Writing Contests
A step-by-step guide, this book helps students understand contest rules, develop strong writing techniques,
and craft polished entries. It covers various genres including poetry, short stories, and essays. With sample

entries and judges’ feedback, it provides a valuable resource for serious middle school writers.
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