writing objectives using blooms
taxonomy

writing objectives using blooms taxonomy is a fundamental practice in
educational planning that enhances the clarity and effectiveness of learning
goals. Bloom’s Taxonomy provides a structured framework for categorizing
educational objectives into cognitive levels, ranging from basic knowledge
recall to complex evaluation and creation. This taxonomy assists educators in
designing objectives that are measurable, specific, and aligned with desired
learning outcomes. By applying Bloom’s Taxonomy, instructors can ensure that
their objectives promote higher-order thinking skills and comprehensive
understanding. This article explores the process of writing objectives using
Bloom’s Taxonomy, explains its hierarchical structure, and offers practical
tips for crafting clear and actionable learning objectives. Additionally, it
discusses how to align assessments with these objectives to optimize student
learning.
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Understanding Bloom’s Taxonomy

Bloom’s Taxonomy is a hierarchical classification of cognitive skills
developed by Benjamin Bloom and his colleagues in 1956. It organizes learning
objectives into six distinct levels that represent increasing cognitive
complexity. These levels are Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis,
Synthesis, and Evaluation. The taxonomy was later revised to Remembering,
Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating, and Creating to reflect
modern educational goals more accurately.

This framework provides educators with a systematic approach to designing
objectives that address various cognitive demands. It encourages the
development of curricula that not only focus on memorization but also promote
critical thinking, problem-solving, and creative skills. Understanding the
taxonomy’s structure is essential for writing effective learning objectives
that guide instruction and assessment.



Original vs. Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy

The original taxonomy categorized objectives in a linear progression,
emphasizing knowledge acquisition first. The revised taxonomy introduced
action verbs and reordered the highest levels to place “Creating” at the top,
emphasizing the importance of innovation and generation of new ideas. This
revision better captures the dynamic nature of learning and helps educators
write objectives that foster creativity and complex cognitive processes.

Levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy

The six levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy, from lower to higher order thinking, are:

e Remembering: Recalling facts and basic concepts.

e Understanding: Explaining ideas or concepts.

e Applying: Using information in new situations.

e Analyzing: Drawing connections among ideas.

e Evaluating: Justifying a decision or course of action.

e Creating: Producing new or original work.

Writing Clear Learning Objectives

Writing objectives using Bloom’s Taxonomy involves crafting statements that
clearly express what learners will be able to do after instruction. Effective
objectives are specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound
(SMART). They should incorporate action verbs that correspond to the intended
cognitive level to precisely define expected outcomes.

To develop clear learning objectives, educators must first identify the
desired level of cognition and then select appropriate verbs and content that
align with that level. This ensures objectives are actionable and assessable,
facilitating targeted instruction and evaluation.

Components of a Well-Written Objective

A well-constructed learning objective typically includes three key
components:

1. Performance: The specific action the learner will perform, described
with an active verb.



2. Condition: The circumstances or resources under which the performance
will occur.

3. Criterion: The standard or level of acceptable performance.

Using Action Verbs Effectively

Action verbs are essential for writing objectives using Bloom’s Taxonomy
because they clearly communicate the expected learner behavior. Different
verbs correspond to different taxonomy levels. For example, “list” and
“define” are appropriate for the Remembering level, while “evaluate” and
“design” suit the Evaluating and Creating levels respectively. Selecting
precise verbs ensures objectives are measurable and focused.

Examples of Objectives at Each Bloom’s Level

To illustrate how to write objectives using Bloom’'s Taxonomy effectively,
consider the following examples, each corresponding to a specific cognitive
level. These examples demonstrate the use of clear action verbs and
measurable outcomes.

e Remembering: “List the key components of the water cycle.”
e Understanding: “Explain the process of photosynthesis in plants.”

e Applying: “Use the Pythagorean theorem to solve right triangle
problems.”

e Analyzing: “Compare and contrast the causes of World War I and World War
I1.”

e Evaluating: “Critique the effectiveness of a given marketing strategy.”

e Creating: “Design an original experiment to test the effects of light on
plant growth.”

Aligning Objectives with Assessments

Each learning objective written using Bloom’s Taxonomy should align with
appropriate assessment methods. For example, objectives at the Remembering
level can be assessed through multiple-choice questions, while Creating-level
objectives require projects or presentations. This alignment ensures that
evaluation accurately measures the intended learning outcomes.



Benefits of Using Bloom’s Taxonomy for
Objectives

Utilizing Bloom’s Taxonomy for writing objectives offers several key
advantages in educational settings. It promotes comprehensive learning by
encouraging objectives across various cognitive levels, ensuring students
develop foundational knowledge as well as higher-order thinking skills.

Enhances Curriculum Design

Writing objectives using Bloom’s Taxonomy helps educators create balanced
curricula that address diverse learning needs and cognitive abilities. It
guides the sequencing of instruction from simple to complex tasks,
facilitating incremental skill development.

Improves Instructional Clarity

Clear, taxonomy-based objectives provide precise guidance for both teachers
and students regarding instructional goals. This clarity helps instructors
focus lesson plans and allows students to understand expectations and
learning targets.

Facilitates Effective Assessment

By linking objectives to specific cognitive levels, Bloom’s Taxonomy aids in
designing assessments that accurately measure student achievement. This
ensures that evaluation methods are valid and aligned with instructional
goals.

Common Mistakes and Best Practices

When writing objectives using Bloom’s Taxonomy, certain pitfalls can reduce
their effectiveness. Avoiding these mistakes and following best practices
ensures objectives are clear, measurable, and impactful.

Common Mistakes

e Using vague or passive verbs such as “understand” or “learn” that are
difficult to measure.

e Writing objectives that are too broad or overly detailed, causing
confusion.



e Failing to align objectives with appropriate assessments or
instructional activities.

e Neglecting to specify conditions or criteria for performance.

Best Practices

Select specific, observable action verbs that match the intended
cognitive level.

Ensure objectives are concise and focused on a single outcome.

Include measurable criteria to define success.

Review and revise objectives regularly to maintain alignment with
curriculum goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Bloom's Taxonomy and how is it used in
writing objectives?

Bloom's Taxonomy is a hierarchical classification of cognitive skills that
educators use to create learning objectives. It helps in writing clear and
measurable objectives by categorizing them into levels such as Remembering,
Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating, and Creating.

How can I write effective learning objectives using
Bloom's Taxonomy?

To write effective objectives using Bloom's Taxonomy, identify the desired
cognitive level, use specific action verbs associated with that level, and
clearly state the expected outcome. For example, 'Students will be able to
analyze...' or 'Students will demonstrate understanding by...'. This ensures
objectives are specific, measurable, and aligned with learning goals.

What are some examples of action verbs for different
levels of Bloom's Taxonomy?

Common action verbs include: Remembering - list, recall, identify;
Understanding - explain, summarize, interpret; Applying - demonstrate, use,
solve; Analyzing - compare, differentiate, examine; Evaluating - judge,



critique, assess; Creating - design, construct, develop. Using these verbs
helps in crafting precise objectives.

Why is it important to align learning objectives
with Bloom's Taxonomy levels?

Aligning objectives with Bloom's Taxonomy ensures that learning outcomes
target appropriate cognitive processes, from basic knowledge recall to
higher-order thinking skills. This alignment promotes structured learning
progression and helps educators assess student achievement effectively.

Can Bloom's Taxonomy be applied beyond cognitive
objectives in writing goals?

Yes, while Bloom's Taxonomy primarily focuses on cognitive skills, it has
been adapted to affective and psychomotor domains as well. Educators can
write objectives that address attitudes, values, and physical skills by using
corresponding taxonomies and action verbs tailored to those domains.

How does using Bloom's Taxonomy improve the
assessment of learning objectives?

Using Bloom's Taxonomy helps create clear, measurable objectives that specify
what learners should be able to do at various cognitive levels. This clarity
facilitates designing assessments that accurately measure whether students
have achieved the intended skills or knowledge, leading to more effective
evaluation and feedback.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Writing Objectives with Bloom’s Taxonomy

This book offers a comprehensive guide to crafting clear and effective
writing objectives using Bloom’s Taxonomy. It breaks down each level of the
taxonomy and provides practical examples for applying them in lesson planning
and assessment design. Educators and instructional designers will find
valuable strategies to enhance student learning outcomes through well-
structured objectives.

2. Bloom’s Taxonomy in Action: Writing Objectives for Effective Learning
Designed for teachers and curriculum developers, this book explores how
Bloom’s Taxonomy can be utilized to write precise learning objectives. It
includes step-by-step methods to align objectives with cognitive levels,
ensuring measurable and achievable goals. The book also presents case studies
demonstrating successful implementation in various educational settings.

3. Creating Measurable Writing Objectives Using Bloom’s Framework
Focused on the importance of measurable objectives, this book guides readers



through the process of writing goals that are specific, achievable, and
assessable. By incorporating Bloom’s Taxonomy, it helps educators design
objectives that promote higher-order thinking skills. It also offers
templates and checklists to streamline objective creation.

4. Writing Learning Objectives: A Bloom’s Taxonomy Approach

This resource delves into the theory behind Bloom’s Taxonomy and its
application in writing learning objectives. It emphasizes the connection
between cognitive processes and writing outcomes, providing examples for
different educational levels. Readers will learn to craft objectives that
foster critical thinking and creativity.

5. From Remembering to Creating: Writing Objectives with Bloom’s Taxonomy
This book highlights the progression through Bloom’s six cognitive domains in
the context of writing objectives. It illustrates how to scaffold objectives
from basic recall to complex creation tasks. Educators will gain insights on
designing a curriculum that encourages deep learning and skill development.

6. Designing Effective Writing Objectives: Bloom’s Taxonomy Strategies

A practical guide focused on strategies for designing writing objectives that
engage students at multiple cognitive levels. The book includes tips for
avoiding common pitfalls and ensuring objectives are aligned with
assessments. Teachers will benefit from sample objectives and exercises to
practice their skills.

7. Bloom’s Taxonomy and Writing Instruction: Crafting Clear Objectives

This text bridges the gap between theory and practice by demonstrating how
Bloom’s Taxonomy can improve writing instruction through clear objective
setting. It covers each taxonomy level with tailored examples for writing
tasks. The book also addresses how to use objectives to monitor and enhance
student progress.

8. Effective Writing Objectives: Applying Bloom’s Taxonomy in the Classroom
Targeted at classroom practitioners, this book provides actionable advice on
applying Bloom’s Taxonomy to create impactful writing objectives. It includes
lesson plan ideas and assessment methods that align with cognitive levels.
Educators will learn to foster student engagement and critical thinking
through well-defined goals.

9. Writing Objectives that Inspire: Leveraging Bloom’s Taxonomy

This inspirational guide focuses on crafting writing objectives that motivate
and challenge students by leveraging Bloom’s Taxonomy. It encourages
educators to think beyond rote learning and design objectives that promote
analysis, synthesis, and creation. The book also features reflective
activities to refine objective-writing skills.
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