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xcom 2 war of the chosen guide provides an essential framework for players
looking to master the complexities introduced by the War of the Chosen
expansion. This guide covers everything from understanding the new enemy
factions and allied resistance fighters to optimizing squad composition and
strategic map management. With the addition of the Chosen enemies, players
face greater challenges that require adaptive tactics and careful resource
allocation. Additionally, the guide explores the new soldier classes, covert
actions, and base upgrades unique to War of the Chosen. Whether new or
experienced in XCOM 2, this comprehensive walkthrough equips players with the
knowledge to overcome the toughest missions and lead the resistance to
victory. The following table of contents outlines the critical areas covered
in this extensive guide.
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Understanding War of the Chosen Expansion
The War of the Chosen expansion significantly alters the gameplay dynamics of
XCOM 2 by introducing new narrative elements, enemy types, and gameplay
mechanics. Players must adapt to the presence of the Chosen, powerful enemy
operatives who hunt the Commander throughout the campaign. This expansion
also enhances the strategic layer by adding resistance factions that provide
new soldier classes and unique abilities. Understanding these changes is
crucial for effectively planning missions and managing resources.

Overview of Expansion Features
War of the Chosen introduces several key features that expand the base game’s
tactical depth. These include the Chosen enemies, three distinct resistance
factions, hero soldier classes, new mission types such as covert operations,



and an expanded strategic layer. The expansion also refines the narrative,
adding personal stakes and evolving enemy behavior, which requires players to
develop new strategies and adapt to evolving threats.

Impact on Core Gameplay
The addition of the Chosen and resistance factions changes the pacing and
difficulty of the campaign. Missions become more challenging due to tougher
enemies and dynamic objectives. Players must balance immediate tactical goals
with long-term strategic planning, as neglecting the Chosen or resistance
relations can result in severe consequences during later stages of the game.

New Enemy Types and The Chosen
War of the Chosen adds formidable new enemies that significantly increase the
challenge of combat missions. The most notable are the Chosen themselves,
elite adversaries with unique abilities, persistent presence, and
unpredictable tactical behavior. Alongside them, new enemy types and variants
enhance combat diversity and complexity.

The Chosen Operatives
The Chosen are three powerful enemy leaders—The Assassin, The Hunter, and The
Warlock—each with distinct combat roles and abilities. They appear
intermittently on missions, forcing players to prioritize their elimination
or avoidance. The Chosen can permanently injure or even kill soldiers, adding
a layer of tension and urgency. Strategies to counter the Chosen involve
specialized squad compositions, exploiting their weaknesses, and completing
targeted missions to weaken them.

New Enemy Units
In addition to the Chosen, War of the Chosen introduces new enemy variants
such as the Lost, spectral creatures that swarm the battlefield in large
numbers, and enhanced ADVENT units with improved AI and combat capabilities.
These enemies demand different tactical responses, including crowd control
and area denial tactics.

Effective Enemy Countermeasures

Utilize cover and positioning to mitigate damage from powerful Chosen
abilities.

Employ crowd control techniques against Lost swarms.



Prioritize high-threat targets to reduce enemy action economy.

Use specialized soldier abilities to disrupt enemy plans.

Resistance Factions and Hero Classes
War of the Chosen introduces three resistance factions—Reapers, Skirmishers,
and Templars—each providing unique hero soldier classes with specialized
skills and tactical roles. Aligning with these factions grants access to
powerful abilities and expands tactical options on the battlefield.

Reapers
Reapers are stealthy snipers specializing in long-range attacks and
reconnaissance. Their abilities include camouflage and enhanced critical
hits, making them ideal for scouting and eliminating high-value targets.
Reapers excel at initiating combat with precision strikes.

Skirmishers
Skirmishers are versatile soldiers with a mix of close-quarters combat and
mobility skills. They have abilities such as grappling hooks for rapid
movement and the capability to wield alien weapons. Skirmishers are valuable
for flexible engagements and quick repositioning.

Templars
Templars are melee-focused warriors with psionic powers. Their combat style
revolves around close-range attacks and defensive capabilities. Templars can
absorb damage and retaliate with powerful counterattacks, making them
excellent front-line units.

Squad Composition and Soldier Management
Effective squad composition is critical in XCOM 2 War of the Chosen due to
the increased variety of enemy threats and mission types. Balancing soldier
classes, abilities, and equipment optimizes combat effectiveness and
survivability.



Building a Balanced Squad
A balanced squad typically includes a mix of hero classes and standard
soldiers to cover different combat roles. Including a Reaper for
reconnaissance, a Skirmisher for mobility, and a Templar for melee support
provides tactical flexibility. Supporting units such as Grenadiers and
Specialists provide explosive damage and healing capabilities, respectively.

Soldier Customization and Progression
War of the Chosen offers extensive soldier customization, including unique
skill trees for hero classes and gear upgrades. Prioritizing certain
abilities based on mission demands enhances squad performance. Managing
soldier fatigue and injuries is also essential to maintain an effective
fighting force throughout the campaign.

Equipment and Weapon Upgrades
Investing in advanced weaponry and armor upgrades improves soldier
survivability and damage output. Specialized gear such as mimic beacons,
grenades, and arc throwers can turn the tide of battle. Adapting equipment
loadouts to the mission environment and enemy composition is recommended.

Strategic Gameplay and Map Control
Strategic map control in War of the Chosen plays a vital role in shaping the
campaign’s success. Players must manage resistance contacts, counter Chosen
incursions, and complete key objectives to maintain momentum against the
alien occupation.

Managing Resistance Contacts
Resistance contacts provide crucial resources and intelligence. Expanding
contact networks across regions unlocks new missions and resistance
facilities. Maintaining strong relations with different factions ensures
access to their hero classes and support.

Dealing with Chosen Incursions
The Chosen conduct incursions on the resistance haven, threatening the
player’s base and resources. Timely response to these incursions is necessary
to prevent damage and loss of critical assets. Players must balance offensive
operations with defensive preparations.



Mission Prioritization
Choosing which missions to engage impacts the campaign’s strategic flow.
Prioritizing missions that weaken the Chosen or strengthen faction alliances
accelerates progress. Ignoring certain objectives can lead to increased enemy
pressure and difficulty.

Covert Actions and Resource Management
Covert actions add a new layer of strategic decision-making, allowing players
to send soldiers on special missions that yield rewards or tactical
advantages. Efficient resource management supports sustained campaign efforts
and technological advancement.

Covert Action Mechanics
Covert actions involve deploying small teams on timed missions with various
objectives, such as gathering intel, rescuing operatives, or sabotaging enemy
activities. Successful covert actions grant bonuses such as soldier
promotions, resources, or faction favor.

Resource Allocation
Resources including supplies, alloys, and intel are vital for base upgrades,
soldier gear, and mission readiness. Prioritizing resource expenditure based
on current strategic needs enhances campaign efficiency. Balancing research,
facility construction, and soldier enhancement is critical for long-term
success.

Managing Soldier Fatigue and Injuries
Soldier fatigue and injuries affect mission readiness and performance.
Utilizing covert actions to rotate fatigued soldiers and investing in medbay
upgrades reduces downtime. Proper management ensures a consistent pool of
capable operatives.

Base Building and Upgrades
The Avenger serves as the mobile base of operations in XCOM 2 War of the
Chosen. Strategic base building and upgrades improve the player’s
capabilities and unlock new tactical options.



Facility Construction
Constructing facilities such as the Guerrilla Tactics School, Power Relay,
and Foundry provides critical benefits including soldier training, increased
power capacity, and advanced weapon development. Planning facility placement
and upgrade order optimizes base efficiency.

Research and Development
Researching alien technologies and integrating them into soldier gear and
weapons is essential for maintaining a competitive edge. Prioritizing
research projects that counter the Chosen and their minions strengthens the
resistance’s combat effectiveness.

Power Management
Power is a limited resource required to operate base facilities. Upgrading
power infrastructure prevents power shortages that can disable critical
operations. Efficient power management is crucial during late-game
escalations when power demands increase.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start a new campaign in XCOM
2: War of the Chosen?
Begin by selecting a balanced squad and focus on early game missions that
build your resources and resistance contacts. Prioritize research on key
upgrades like weapon improvements and armor to enhance your soldiers'
survivability.

How do the new factions in War of the Chosen affect
gameplay?
The new factions — the Reapers, Templars, and Skirmishers — offer unique
soldier classes with specialized abilities. Integrating them into your squad
provides tactical diversity and new strategic options during missions.

What strategies work best against the new enemy
types introduced in War of the Chosen?
Utilize a mix of soldier classes to exploit enemy weaknesses. For example,
use Reapers for stealth and long-range attacks, Templars for close combat,
and Skirmishers for versatile mid-range engagements. Always prioritize taking



out enemy leaders to reduce their morale.

How can I efficiently manage the bonds system
between soldiers?
Pair soldiers who complement each other's abilities and keep them deployed
together to build bonds quickly. Bonds grant bonuses like coordinated attacks
and reduced panic, so maintaining these relationships is crucial for squad
effectiveness.

What are the best perks to choose for War of the
Chosen soldier classes?
Focus on perks that enhance survivability and damage output. For example,
Reapers benefit from stealth-related perks, Templars from melee enhancements,
and Skirmishers from mobility and tactical positioning abilities.

How do chosen enemies impact mission planning and
execution?
Chosen enemies appear as powerful nemeses who adapt to your tactics. Plan
missions with their abilities in mind, using crowd control and positioning to
neutralize their advantages. Eliminating them requires careful coordination
and preparation.

What is the importance of covert actions in War of
the Chosen?
Covert actions provide unique rewards such as resources, soldier bonuses, and
intel. Completing them efficiently can significantly boost your campaign
progress and open up new strategic options.

How should I prioritize research and upgrades in War
of the Chosen?
Prioritize research that enhances soldier capabilities and base facilities.
Early on, focus on weapon upgrades, armor, and resistance communications,
then shift towards advanced tech to counter the Chosen and new enemy types.

Can I customize soldier appearances and loadouts in
War of the Chosen?
Yes, War of the Chosen allows extensive customization of soldiers, including
appearance, weapons, and perks. Tailor your squad to your preferred playstyle
and mission requirements for the best results.



What are some effective ways to counter the Chosen’s
special abilities?
Use soldiers with abilities that disrupt or disable the Chosen, such as
hacking skills, stuns, or high burst damage. Position your squad to avoid
being flanked and exploit cover to minimize the impact of their special
attacks.

Additional Resources
1. XCOM 2: War of the Chosen - The Complete Strategy Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything from the basics of squad
management to advanced tactics against the new enemy factions introduced in
War of the Chosen. It includes detailed walkthroughs of missions, character
customization tips, and strategies for managing resources effectively.
Perfect for both new players and veterans looking to master the expansion’s
challenges.

2. Mastering War of the Chosen: Advanced Tactics and Team Builds
Dive deep into the mechanics of War of the Chosen with this book focused on
advanced strategies and optimal team compositions. Learn how to utilize the
unique abilities of the Chosen enemies and how to counter them efficiently.
The guide also explores synergy between different soldier classes and
equipment loadouts.

3. XCOM 2 War of the Chosen: Enemy Lore and Tactical Analysis
Explore the background and tactical behaviors of the new enemy factions and
the Chosen themselves. This book provides insights into their strengths,
weaknesses, and AI patterns, helping players anticipate and counter their
moves. It also offers tips on exploiting enemy vulnerabilities in various
mission scenarios.

4. War of the Chosen: Base Building and Resource Management
Managing the Avenger base is crucial for survival in War of the Chosen. This
guide focuses on optimizing your base layout, prioritizing facility upgrades,
and balancing resource expenditure. It offers practical advice on how to keep
your resistance operations running smoothly while preparing for tougher
missions.

5. Soldier Progression and Customization in XCOM 2 War of the Chosen
This book details the soldier promotion system, skill trees, and
customization options available in War of the Chosen. Learn how to develop
your soldiers to maximize their effectiveness, customize their appearance,
and equip them with the best gear. It also includes tips on maintaining
soldier morale and managing injuries.

6. War of the Chosen: Tactical Combat Scenarios and Mission Walkthroughs
Step-by-step walkthroughs of key missions in War of the Chosen, highlighting
tactical approaches and decision-making tips. This guide helps players



understand mission objectives, map layouts, and enemy placement to improve
their chances of success. It also discusses contingency plans for unexpected
events.

7. XCOM 2 War of the Chosen: Modding and Custom Content Guide
For players interested in customizing their gameplay experience, this book
covers the best mods available for War of the Chosen. It explains how to
install and manage mods safely and offers recommendations for enhancing
visuals, gameplay mechanics, and adding new content. A must-read for those
looking to extend the game’s longevity.

8. War of the Chosen: Psychological Warfare and Soldier Bonds
This guide explores the new bond system between soldiers and the
psychological effects of combat in War of the Chosen. Learn how to foster
strong relationships between your squad members to unlock powerful abilities
and how to manage stress and fatigue. It also discusses the impact of the
Chosen’s mind games on your team.

9. XCOM 2 War of the Chosen: Tips for New Players and Early Game Strategies
Designed for newcomers, this book offers straightforward advice for getting
started with War of the Chosen. It covers the initial setup, early missions,
and how to avoid common pitfalls. With easy-to-follow strategies, players can
build a strong foundation to face the expansion’s escalating challenges.
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