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Yellowstone National Park, established in 1872, is a breathtaking expanse of natural
beauty situated primarily in Wyoming, though it also extends into Montana and Idaho. As
the first national park in the United States and often regarded as the first national park in
the world, Yellowstone is renowned for its stunning geothermal features, diverse wildlife,
and mesmerizing landscapes. This guide aims to provide essential information for visitors
looking to explore this iconic national park, including its attractions, tips for visiting, and
best practices for ensuring a safe and enjoyable experience.

Getting to Yellowstone National Park

Yellowstone National Park is accessible from several major highways, making it relatively
easy to reach by car. The nearest airports are located in the surrounding cities, primarily:

1. Jackson Hole Airport (JAC) - Located approximately 60 miles south of the park's south
entrance.
2. Yellowstone Regional Airport (COD) - About 50 miles from the park's east entrance.
3. Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport (BZN) - Approximately 90 miles north of the
park's northeast entrance.

For those driving, the park is well-connected to several major highways:

- U.S. Route 20 - Connects the park to Idaho Falls and points west.
- U.S. Route 191 - Runs through the park and connects with different entrances.
- U.S. Route 89 - Accesses the park’s southern entrance.

Park Entrances and Hours

Yellowstone has five main entrances, each offering a unique access point to the park:

1. North Entrance (Gardiner, MT) - Open year-round, this entrance provides access to
Mammoth Hot Springs.
2. Northeast Entrance (Cooke City, MT) - Open seasonally, it connects to the Beartooth
Highway.
3. East Entrance (Fishing Bridge, WY) - Open seasonally, leading to the Grand Lake area.
4. South Entrance (Grand Teton National Park, WY) - Open seasonally, connects to Grand
Teton.
5. West Entrance (West Yellowstone, MT) - Open year-round, this is the most popular
entrance, providing easy access to major attractions.

Operating hours vary based on the season, with most entrances opening in late spring and
closing in early fall. Always check the National Park Service website for current conditions



and hours before your visit.

Best Times to Visit

Choosing the right time to visit Yellowstone can significantly enhance your experience.
Here’s a breakdown of the seasons:

Summer (June to August)
- Pros: All facilities and lodging are fully operational. Warm weather and accessibility to
most park areas.
- Cons: High visitor volume can lead to crowded attractions and campgrounds.

Fall (September to October)
- Pros: Fewer crowds, stunning fall foliage, and excellent wildlife viewing opportunities as
animals prepare for winter.
- Cons: Some facilities may begin to close, and weather can be unpredictable.

Winter (November to March)
- Pros: A unique winter wonderland experience, opportunities for snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing, and fewer visitors.
- Cons: Limited access; only certain areas are open to vehicles, and services are minimal.

Spring (April to May)
- Pros: Blooming wildflowers, melting snow, and the beginning of wildlife activity.
- Cons: Some roads and facilities may still be closed due to snow, and unpredictable
weather can occur.

Top Attractions in Yellowstone

Yellowstone is home to a plethora of attractions that showcase its unique geological and
natural features. Here are some must-see highlights:

Geothermal Features

1. Old Faithful - The park's most famous geyser, erupting approximately every 90 minutes.
2. Grand Prismatic Spring - A stunning hot spring known for its vibrant colors, best viewed
from the overlook on the Fairy Falls Trail.



3. Mammoth Hot Springs - Terraced hot springs that create otherworldly formations of
travertine.
4. Norris Geyser Basin - The hottest and most dynamic geothermal area in the park,
featuring numerous geysers and hot springs.

Wildlife Viewing

Yellowstone is home to an incredible array of wildlife, including:

- Bison - Often seen roaming the Lamar Valley and near the roads.
- Elk - Commonly spotted in the Mammoth region, especially during mating season in the
fall.
- Grizzly Bears - Best viewed from a safe distance in areas like Lamar Valley or Hayden
Valley.
- Wolves - A highlight for many visitors, particularly in the northern range.

Scenic Drives and Hikes

1. Grand Loop Road - A scenic drive that covers many of Yellowstone's main attractions.
2. Beartooth Highway - A breathtaking drive just outside the park, offering panoramic
views of the mountains.
3. Popular Hikes:
- Mount Washburn - A moderate hike with stunning views from the summit.
- Fairy Falls - An easy hike leading to a beautiful waterfall and views of Grand Prismatic
Spring.

Accommodations and Camping

Yellowstone offers a variety of lodging options, from hotels to campgrounds:

Lodging Options

1. In-Park Lodges - Various lodges located within the park, such as Old Faithful Inn and
Lake Yellowstone Hotel, but reservations are essential, especially in summer.
2. Nearby Towns - West Yellowstone, Gardiner, and Cody offer numerous hotels, motels,
and vacation rentals.

Camping Options

- Developed Campgrounds: Such as Madison, Grant Village, and Canyon Village, with
amenities like restrooms and picnic tables. Reservations are recommended.



- Backcountry Camping: For those seeking solitude, permits are required, and visitors
must follow Leave No Trace principles.

Visitor Safety and Tips

While Yellowstone is a stunning destination, safety should always be a priority. Here are
some essential tips:

1. Wildlife Safety: Maintain a distance of at least 100 yards from bears and wolves and 25
yards from all other wildlife. Use binoculars or a telephoto lens for viewing.
2. Stay on Designated Trails: Protect the fragile ecosystem and ensure your safety by
staying on marked paths and boardwalks, especially around geothermal features.
3. Hydration and Nutrition: Carry enough water and snacks while exploring, as services
can be limited in remote areas.
4. Weather Preparedness: Be prepared for rapidly changing weather conditions. Pack
layers, rain gear, and sun protection.
5. Respect Park Regulations: Adhere to all park rules regarding camping, fires, and waste
disposal to help preserve Yellowstone for future generations.

Conclusion

Visiting Yellowstone National Park is an unforgettable experience filled with awe-inspiring
natural wonders and diverse wildlife. By planning your trip carefully, choosing the right
time to visit, and following safety guidelines, you can fully enjoy all that this incredible
national park has to offer. Whether you’re drawn to its geothermal features, breathtaking
landscapes, or the chance to see wildlife in their natural habitat, Yellowstone is a
destination that promises adventure and beauty at every turn.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best times of year to visit Yellowstone
National Park?
The best times to visit Yellowstone are during the spring (April to June) and fall
(September to October) when the weather is mild, crowds are fewer, and wildlife is more
active.

What wildlife can I expect to see in Yellowstone?
Yellowstone is home to a diverse array of wildlife, including bison, elk, grizzly bears,
wolves, and various bird species. The Lamar Valley is particularly known for wildlife
viewing.



Are there any guided tours available in Yellowstone
National Park?
Yes, there are various guided tours available, including wildlife tours, photography tours,
and educational ranger-led programs. Many local companies also offer bus and jeep tours.

What are the must-see attractions in Yellowstone
National Park?
Must-see attractions include Old Faithful geyser, Grand Prismatic Spring, Yellowstone
Lake, the Mammoth Hot Springs, and the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.

What safety precautions should I take while visiting
Yellowstone?
Visitors should stay at least 100 yards away from bears and wolves, 25 yards from other
wildlife, stick to marked trails, be cautious of geothermal features, and carry bear spray
when hiking.
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