
you can close your eyes james taylor chords
you can close your eyes james taylor chords are an essential component for guitarists and
musicians who wish to perform this classic song with authenticity and ease. This article provides an
in-depth exploration of the chords used in James Taylor’s iconic track, offering detailed chord
diagrams, playing tips, and variations to suit different skill levels. Understanding the structure of "You
Can Close Your Eyes" and mastering its chord progressions can greatly enhance a player’s repertoire.
Additionally, this guide covers the song’s background, its lyrical significance, and how the chords
contribute to its mellow and intimate sound. Whether a beginner or an experienced guitarist, learning
these chords will help in delivering an accurate rendition of the song. The article will further delve into
strumming patterns, capo placement, and alternative fingerpicking techniques to enrich the playing
experience. Below is a comprehensive table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this
guide.
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Overview of "You Can Close Your Eyes" by James Taylor
"You Can Close Your Eyes" is a tender ballad written and performed by James Taylor, featured on his
1971 album "Mud Slide Slim and the Blue Horizon." The song is known for its soothing melody, gentle
lyrics, and simple yet effective chord progression. It has become a favorite among guitarists due to its
manageable chord shapes and emotional depth. Understanding the song's context and musical style
aids in interpreting the chord choices and performance nuances. The song’s intimate nature is
reflected in its minimal instrumentation, primarily centered around acoustic guitar, making the chords
even more critical in conveying its mood.

Basic Chords for "You Can Close Your Eyes"
Mastering the basic chords for "You Can Close Your Eyes" is the first step towards playing the song
proficiently. The chord set is relatively straightforward, making it accessible for beginners while still
offering room for expressive play. The primary chords include common open chords that are widely
used in folk and acoustic music styles.



List of Essential Chords

G Major (G)

C Major (C)

D Major (D)

Em (E minor)

Am (A minor)

D7 (D dominant 7)

Each of these chords forms the foundation of the song’s harmonic framework. Players should ensure
clean transitions between these chords to maintain the song’s smooth flow and gentle rhythm.

Chord Progressions and Structure
The chord progression in "You Can Close Your Eyes" follows a classic folk ballad pattern that supports
the song’s lyrical phrasing and melodic lines. The progression is cyclical, allowing for repetition that
reinforces the song’s comforting message. Understanding the structure aids in memorization and
provides a roadmap for performance.

Verse Progression
The verses primarily alternate between G, C, and D chords, with minor chords appearing to add
emotional color. This progression creates a warm and familiar sound that complements James Taylor’s
vocal delivery.

Chorus Progression
The chorus introduces slight variations, often incorporating Em and Am chords to deepen the
harmonic texture. These minor chords contrast with the major ones, enhancing the song’s reflective
tone.

Typical Progression Example

G - C - G - D1.

Em - C - G - D72.



G - C - G - D3.

Em - Am - G - D74.

This sequence captures the essence of the song’s chordal movement and can be practiced repeatedly
for familiarity.

Playing Techniques and Tips
To faithfully reproduce the feel of "You Can Close Your Eyes," certain playing techniques and stylistic
choices are essential. The song is often played fingerstyle or with a gentle strumming pattern to
emphasize its intimate mood. Attention to dynamics and timing also enhances the overall
performance.

Strumming Patterns
A simple down-up strumming pattern at a slow tempo suits the song well. Emphasizing the bass notes
on the downstroke followed by lighter upstrokes helps to maintain rhythmic interest without
overpowering the vocals.

Fingerpicking Basics
Fingerpicking involves plucking individual strings with fingers instead of strumming all strings
simultaneously. This technique adds texture and nuance, highlighting the chord tones and melody
lines within the chord shapes.

Capo Placement
Using a capo on the second fret is common to match the original key of the recording by James
Taylor. This allows players to use familiar open chord shapes while playing in the correct pitch.

Advanced Variations and Fingerpicking Patterns
For intermediate and advanced players, exploring chord variations and intricate fingerpicking patterns
can add depth to the performance of "You Can Close Your Eyes." These variations help replicate
James Taylor’s signature style and introduce harmonic sophistication.

Chord Voicing Variations
Substituting standard open chords with barre chords or adding embellishments such as hammer-ons,
pull-offs, and suspended chords can enrich the harmonic palette. For example, replacing a simple G



chord with Gmaj7 or adding a sus2 to the C chord can create a more delicate sound.

Fingerpicking Pattern Example
A common fingerpicking pattern for this song involves the thumb alternating on the bass strings (E, A,
D), while the index, middle, and ring fingers pluck the G, B, and high E strings respectively. This
creates a rolling effect that complements the melody.

Thumb on the bass string1.

Index on the G string2.

Middle on the B string3.

Ring on the high E string4.

Repeat with slight rhythmic variations to match phrasing5.

Incorporating Dynamics
Adjusting the volume and attack during fingerpicking or strumming sections can convey emotional
shifts within the song. Softer playing during verses and slightly stronger emphasis during chorus
passages mirrors the song’s lyrical intensity.

Additional Resources for Learning
To further develop proficiency in playing "You Can Close Your Eyes," various resources can support
practice and refinement. Instructional videos, chord charts, and backing tracks are valuable tools for
mastering the song.

Recommended Learning Tools

Chord diagrams and tablature to visualize finger placement

Slow-tempo backing tracks for timing practice

Video tutorials demonstrating strumming and fingerpicking techniques

Metronome apps to maintain consistent rhythm



Utilizing these resources in conjunction with regular practice will facilitate a thorough understanding
and confident performance of the song. Continuous listening to James Taylor’s original recordings also
helps internalize the song’s feel and phrasing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'You Can Close Your Eyes' by
James Taylor?
The basic chords for 'You Can Close Your Eyes' include G, C, D, Em, and Am.

Is 'You Can Close Your Eyes' by James Taylor easy to play on
guitar?
Yes, 'You Can Close Your Eyes' is considered an easy song to play due to its simple chord progression
and slow tempo.

Where can I find accurate chords for 'You Can Close Your Eyes'
by James Taylor?
Accurate chords can be found on trusted guitar tab websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, or official
James Taylor songbooks.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'You Can
Close Your Eyes'?
The song is often played with a capo on the 2nd fret to match the original key and make chord shapes
easier.

What strumming pattern suits 'You Can Close Your Eyes' by
James Taylor?
A gentle fingerpicking pattern or a soft down-up strumming pattern works well to capture the song's
mellow vibe.

Can beginners learn 'You Can Close Your Eyes' chords quickly?
Yes, beginners can learn the chords quickly as the song uses common open chords and has a slow
pace.

Additional Resources
1. Guitar Chords for Beginners: Mastering the Basics



This book is perfect for those new to guitar and looking to learn essential chords, including popular
songs like "You Can Close Your Eyes" by James Taylor. It breaks down chord shapes and transitions
with clear diagrams and practice tips. Readers will gain confidence in playing smooth chord
progressions and finger placements.

2. Acoustic Guitar Hits: Songs and Chords for the Beginner
Featuring a collection of timeless acoustic songs, this book includes detailed chord charts for James
Taylor’s classics. It guides players through strumming patterns and fingerpicking styles suitable for
"You Can Close Your Eyes." The book is designed to help beginners sound great quickly with familiar
tunes.

3. The Complete James Taylor Songbook: Chords, Lyrics, and Tabs
A comprehensive guide to James Taylor’s most beloved songs, this songbook offers accurate chords
and tablature for fans and players. It contains "You Can Close Your Eyes" along with insightful notes
on playing style and technique. Ideal for intermediate guitarists wanting to deepen their repertoire.

4. Fingerstyle Guitar Essentials: Techniques and Songs
This instructional book focuses on fingerstyle guitar playing, a technique often used by James Taylor.
It includes exercises and arrangements for songs like "You Can Close Your Eyes," emphasizing hand
coordination and tone control. Players will learn to create rich, melodic accompaniments.

5. Easy Guitar Songs: 50 Acoustic Favorites with Chords
A beginner-friendly collection that features simplified chord versions of popular acoustic songs,
including James Taylor’s "You Can Close Your Eyes." The book provides tips on chord transitions and
rhythm to help players build foundational skills. It’s a great resource for casual players and learners.

6. Songwriting and Guitar Chords: Crafting Your Own Music
While focused on songwriting, this book includes chord theory and practical examples drawn from
artists like James Taylor. Readers will explore how chord progressions evoke emotion, with "You Can
Close Your Eyes" serving as a case study. It’s useful for guitarists interested in both playing and
composing.

7. The Art of Acoustic Guitar: Techniques and Styles
Covering various acoustic guitar techniques, this book dives into fingerpicking, strumming, and chord
shapes used by artists such as James Taylor. It includes exercises inspired by songs like "You Can
Close Your Eyes" to help players enhance their musical expression. Perfect for advancing guitarists.

8. Classic Folk Guitar: Songs and Styles from the 60s and 70s
This book highlights folk guitar music from the era when James Taylor rose to fame, featuring chord
charts and historical context. It includes "You Can Close Your Eyes" alongside other influential tracks,
giving players a sense of the musical landscape. Readers gain insight into the genre’s signature
sounds.

9. Chord Melody Guitar: Arranging Songs for Solo Guitar
Focused on arranging songs for solo guitar, this book teaches how to combine melody and chords
seamlessly. Using "You Can Close Your Eyes" as an example, it demonstrates techniques for playing
both melody lines and chord accompaniment simultaneously. Ideal for guitarists aiming to perform
solo arrangements.



You Can Close Your Eyes James Taylor Chords

You Can Close Your Eyes James Taylor Chords

Related Articles
yocan flat mini manual
youth group home policy and procedure manual
yuki yakuza 0 training

Back to Home

https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-68/you-can-close-your-eyes-james-taylor-chords.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-68/yocan-flat-mini-manual.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-68/youth-group-home-policy-and-procedure-manual.pdf
https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-68/yuki-yakuza-0-training.pdf
https://www.iknow.study

