
zuzana licko and rudy vanderlans

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans are two prominent figures in the realm of
graphic design and typography, particularly known for their contributions
during the digital revolution of the 1980s and 1990s. As co-founders of
Emigre, a design studio and magazine, they played a pivotal role in shaping
the landscape of type design and digital typography. Their innovative
approaches and commitment to exploring new horizons in design have left an
indelible mark on the industry. This article delves into their backgrounds,
their collaborative work, and the lasting impact of their contributions to
design and typography.

Early Life and Background

Zuzana Licko

- Birth and Origins: Zuzana Licko was born in 1961 in Prague, Czechoslovakia
(now the Czech Republic). She emigrated to the United States in 1980, where
she pursued her education in design.
- Education: Licko studied at the University of California, Berkeley, where
she earned her degree in architecture. Her education provided her with a
strong foundation in visual communication and design principles.

Rudy VanderLans

- Birth and Origins: Rudy VanderLans was born in 1960 in the Netherlands. He
later moved to the United States, where he became deeply involved in the
design community.
- Education: VanderLans studied graphic design at the Academie voor Beeldende
Vorming in the Netherlands, which laid the groundwork for his future
endeavors in design and typography.

Founding Emigre

In 1984, Licko and VanderLans co-founded Emigre, which initially started as a
magazine focused on typography and graphic design. Their vision was to create
a platform that celebrated innovative design and provided a space for
emerging designers to showcase their work.

The Evolution of Emigre

- Emigre Magazine: The magazine quickly gained recognition for its avant-
garde approach to design and typography. It featured a range of articles,
interviews, and portfolios that highlighted the work of both established and
up-and-coming designers.
- Type Foundry: Alongside the magazine, Emigre also became a type foundry,
releasing a number of original typefaces that would become integral to the



digital design movement. The combination of print and digital offerings
allowed Emigre to reach a diverse audience.

Notable Typefaces

Licko and VanderLans designed several influential typefaces through Emigre,
some of which include:

1. Mrs Eaves: Designed by Licko, this typeface is a modern reinterpretation
of the classic Baskerville typeface. It has become a favorite among designers
for its elegance and readability.
2. Emigre: The typeface that shares the studio's name, it is a versatile
sans-serif font that reflects the experimental nature of Licko and
VanderLans's work.
3. Base 9: One of the earliest digital typefaces, Base 9 was designed to take
advantage of the digital medium's capabilities and flexibility.
4. Modular Typefaces: Licko's exploration of modular typefaces, such as the
"Zuzana" family, showcased her interest in geometric forms and digital
aesthetics.

Design Philosophy and Aesthetic

Licko and VanderLans's work is characterized by a unique design philosophy
that emphasizes experimentation, playfulness, and a willingness to challenge
conventional norms in typography and graphic design.

Emphasis on Experimentation

- Innovative Techniques: Both designers embraced new technologies,
particularly the advent of personal computers and digital design software.
They were among the first to explore how these tools could reshape
typography.
- Pushing Boundaries: Licko and VanderLans often pushed the boundaries of
traditional typography, experimenting with letterforms and layouts that
defied expectations.

Playful and Eclectic Aesthetic

- Visual Language: Their designs often incorporated a playful visual
language, combining elements of graphic design, illustration, and typography
in unexpected ways.
- Cultural Influences: Their work reflects a diverse range of cultural
influences, drawing inspiration from various art movements and historical
design practices.

Impact on the Design Community

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans have had a profound influence on the design



community, inspiring countless designers and typographers to explore new
avenues of creativity.

Legacy of Emigre Magazine

- Platform for Designers: Emigre Magazine provided a platform for emerging
designers to showcase their work, fostering a sense of community and
collaboration within the design world.
- Educational Resource: The magazine served as an educational resource,
offering insights into design processes, techniques, and philosophies that
shaped the industry.

Influence on Digital Typography

- Pioneering Digital Fonts: Licko and VanderLans were pioneers in the
development of digital fonts, creating typefaces that were specifically
designed for use on computers and digital platforms.
- Setting Standards: Their work set new standards for type design,
influencing the direction of typographic practices and the development of
digital type foundries.

Recognition and Awards

Throughout their careers, Licko and VanderLans have received numerous
accolades for their contributions to design and typography.

- Awards: They have been recognized by various design organizations,
receiving awards for their innovative work in type design and graphic
communication.
- Exhibitions: Their work has been exhibited in prestigious galleries and
institutions, highlighting the significance of their contributions to
contemporary design.

Influence on Education

- Teaching: Both Licko and VanderLans have contributed to design education by
teaching at various institutions. Their experiences and insights have shaped
the next generation of designers.
- Workshops and Lectures: They have conducted workshops and lectures
worldwide, sharing their knowledge and passion for design with aspiring
creatives.

Conclusion

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans have undoubtedly made a significant impact
on the world of design and typography. Through their pioneering work at
Emigre, they have redefined the possibilities of digital typography and have
inspired generations of designers to embrace experimentation and innovation.



Their contributions continue to resonate in the design community, serving as
a testament to the power of creativity and the importance of challenging the
status quo. As we look to the future, the legacy of Zuzana Licko and Rudy
VanderLans will undoubtedly continue to influence and inspire the evolving
landscape of graphic design.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans?

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans are prominent figures in the world of
graphic design and typography, known for co-founding the type foundry Emigre
in the late 1980s.

What are some notable typefaces created by Zuzana
Licko?

Some notable typefaces created by Zuzana Licko include Mrs Eaves, Filosofia,
and Emigre, which have become widely used in both print and digital design.

How did Rudy VanderLans contribute to the design
community?

Rudy VanderLans contributed to the design community through his work as a
designer and editor of Emigre magazine, which showcased innovative graphic
design and typography.

What is the significance of Emigre magazine?

Emigre magazine is significant for its influence on graphic design in the
1990s, promoting experimental typography and design practices that challenged
traditional norms.

How did Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans impact
digital typography?

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans impacted digital typography by creating
typefaces optimized for screen use, and advocating for the integration of
technology in design practices.

What themes are often explored in Licko and
VanderLans' work?

Themes often explored in Licko and VanderLans' work include the intersection
of technology and art, postmodern aesthetics, and the evolution of typography
in the digital age.

What role did Emigre play in the rise of independent
type foundries?

Emigre played a crucial role in the rise of independent type foundries by



providing a platform for designers to distribute their typefaces and by
promoting the idea of self-publishing in typography.

What awards have Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans
received for their work?

Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans have received numerous awards, including the
AIGA Medal and recognition from the Type Directors Club for their
contributions to design and typography.

What are some current projects or initiatives by
Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans?

As of 2023, Zuzana Licko and Rudy VanderLans continue to produce new
typefaces and engage in design education, often participating in workshops
and lectures around the world.
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